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September 4, 2026 

 
Dear Friends: 

I write with news of plans for my sabbatical from September 28 to November 10. 

It is hard for me to believe that in August I began my 19th year at St. Mark’s. It has been and 
continues to be such a rich and full – and sometimes overfull(!) – experience of community in 
Christ. Below, I have outlined my time away. I am beyond excited about this opportunity for 
renewal and to share my riches with you upon my return. 

As with my last sabbatical, my travel is being driven by my desire for spiritual direction from 
two of the most important guides for my inner life – The Most Reverend Rowan Williams and 
The Reverend Canon Chris Ahrends. In addition, I am delighted by the opportunity to deepen 
the friendship that Jennifer and I have as a couple with each of them and their spouses.  

Rowan, as many of you know, is the former Archbishop of Canterbury and is widely recognized 
as one of the most brilliant intellects and religious thinkers in the world today. To top it off, his 
wife Jane is a prominent Anglican theologian, author, and academic and a founding faculty 
member of the largest theological training college in the Church of England. 

Rowan and Jane have invited Jennifer and me to stay with them at their house in Wales. We 
became friends as couples in 1990 when I was in seminary at Yale and Rowan was a visiting 
professor. We bonded around the sand box. All of us were new to parenting. My memory is that 
their little daughter spoke in sentences, and our son ate sand. This still makes me laugh. 

We will then head to Marrakesh for our 40th wedding anniversary, followed by a Sahara Soul 
Trek, and a visit to Fez, the spiritual capital of Morocco.  

Then we are off to South Africa to visit with our friends Chris and Jacqui Ahrends. We visited 
them in Cape Town on my first sabbatical, and I traveled with them in India on my second 
sabbatical.  As you may remember, Chris was Archbishop Tutu’s Chaplain, the founding 
Director of the Desmond Tutu Peace Trust, and the Director of the Tutu Center for Christian 
Spirituality. He is widely recognized for his decades-long dedication to social justice, anti-
apartheid activism, and human rights advocacy, and he is a profound teacher of the 
contemplative life. On my last trip Jacqui helped me understand Buddhist psychology which 
opened a new doorway of release for me in my inner life. 
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Now for a brief word for those of you who are unfamiliar with sabbaticals in the church, and 
the preparations for this one. 

Parishes make provision for clergy sabbaticals, not just for needed sabbath rest, but hopefully 
for spiritual renewal, all of which rejuvenates both priest and parish. St. Mark’s provides for, and 
the Vestry encourages clergy to take a three-month sabbatical every five years. I have taken 
two sabbaticals, both of which were life-changing for me. I am grateful for the strong and 
unequivocal support of the Wardens – Janet Prill and Mark Thorsheim – and the Vestry for their 
encouraging me to “catch up” and take a third sabbatical now in my 19th year.  

I had been actively planning a three-month sabbatical for this fall (September, October, and 
November) when Father John told me that he was planning to take another call. His wonderful 
news presented a difficult challenge, however. The result is that I have decided to take a “half-
sabbatical,” cutting the time from three months to six weeks, and shifting the start to the end 
of September. This will allow me to be present for the kick-off of the fall season and the Annual 
Pledge campaign, and it will not be too long a period for Reverend Elizabeth as the sole priest. 
Another letter on the parish plan for the fall will follow soon, addressing such things as 
Confirmation, Youth Ministry, and the search for another priest. 

Reverend Elizabeth and I have spoken about all this in depth. We agree that we have a good 
plan and a great team. I am grateful to her for leaning in.  Speaking of Elizabeth, we are 
planning to celebrate the 20th anniversary of her ordination to the priesthood on September 
20. What a gift her priesthood is to all of us. 

I am continually dumbfounded by the dedication, expertise, and generosity of the clergy, staff, 
Executive Committee, Vestry, lay ministry leaders, and all of you who give so much to make the 
parish a place of grace where the love of Christ is caught, taught, and lived out. 

For all of this I give thanks. 

Maranatha, 

 

 

The Reverend Peter F. Walsh 
Rector 

 


