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Opening Organ Voluntary                      Larghetto (from Sonata in C Major)            George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)

Welcome

Entrance Hymn 47 (Stz. 1-3, 5-6)              “On this day, the first of days”		                                         

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10AM The Holy Eucharist, Rite II  • August 30, 2026
Celebrant & Preacher: The Reverend Elizabeth Garnsey

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People           And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity                                                                                                              

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

1. On this day, the first of days,
God the Father's Name we praise,
who, creation's Lord and spring,
did the world from darkness bring.

2. On this day the eternal Son
over death his triumph won;
on this day the Spirit came
with his gifts of living flame.

3. Maker, who didst fashion me
image of thyself to be,
fill me with thy love divine,
let my every thought be thine.

5. Thou, who dost all gifts impart,
shine, blest Spirit, in my heart;
best of gifts, thyself bestow;
make me burn thy love to know.

6. God, the blessed Three in One,
dwell within my heart alone;
thou dost give thyself to me:
may I give myself to thee.

Words: Latin; tr. Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877), alt.
Music: Gott sei Dank, melody from Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
           adapt. and harm. William Henry Hevergal (1793-1870), alt.

All remain standing, as able, and sing the following.

Kyrie							                       



2

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant      The Lord be with you.
People           And also with you.                 
Celebrant      Let us pray. 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of 
your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit 
of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever.  Amen.

O Lord, you know;
          remember me and visit me,
          and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
          know that on your account I suffer insult.
Your words were found, and I ate them,
          and your words became to me a joy
          and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
          O Lord, God of hosts.
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
          nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
          for you had filled me with indignation.
Why is my pain unceasing,
          my wound incurable,
          refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
          like waters that fail.

Therefore, thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
          and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
          you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
          not you who will turn to them.
And I will make you to this people
          a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
          but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
          to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
          and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The First Reading   All may sit 							                          Jeremiah 15:15-21

                  The Word of the Lord.
People         Thanks be to God.
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                  The Word of the Lord.
People         Thanks be to God.

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent 
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to 

be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If 
it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room 
for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, 
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to 
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.

The Second Reading         								                             Romans 12:9-21

Psalm 26:1-8 (To be sung by congregation and soloist.  = take a breath.)

1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with in-/tegrity; *
          I have trusted in the Lord and have not / faltered.
2 Test me, O Lord, and / try me; *
          examine my heart and my / mind.
3 For your love is before my / eyes; *
          I have walked faithfully / with you.
4 I have not sat with the / worthless, *
          nor do I consort with the de-/ceitful.
5 I have hated the company of / evildoers; *
          I will not sit down with the / wicked.
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O / Lord, *
          that I may go in procession round your / altar,
7 Singing aloud a song of / thanksgiving *
          and recounting all your wonderful / deeds.
8 Lord, I love the house in which you / dwell *
          and the place where your glory a-/bides.
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The people stand, as able.

The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                                         

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:

The people stand, as able.

The Gospel Acclamation 		                         

Traditional plainsong

                 The Gospel of the Lord.
People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel                                                                                                                                                       Matthew 16:21-28

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People        Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! 
This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said 
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give 
in return for their life?

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the 
glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for 
what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Sermon                                               					              The Reverend Elizabeth Garnsey
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    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People     

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Jeff and Laura, our Bishops; 
Peter and Elizabeth, our clergy; and all bishops, priests, deacons, and lay ministers; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

We give thanks for...

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We remember all those commended to our community for prayer…
Have compassion on all those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

We pray for all who have died… 
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
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The Holy Communion
Offertory Solo   	                	           Then will I Jehovah’s praise                                  G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 

Jonathon Moon, tenor

Then will I Jehovah’s praise according to his justice raise, 
and sing the Name and Deity of Jehovah the Most High.  
Ever let my thanks endure, ever faithful, ever sure.  
[Text: John Milton, after Psalms 7 and 136]

The people stand, as able.

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer C   	                       			                                                 			                           

Celebrant     The Lord be with you.
People	        And also with you.

Celebrant     Lift up your hearts.
People	        We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant     Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution	   						      	                      BCP 360

Celebrant     Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People          Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant     Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
                   strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace                                                                                                                                                     

      The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People                And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

New to St. Mark’s or Visiting 
and interested in learning more? 
Please scan the QR code and 
help us connect with you.

To give to St. Mark's 
please scan the QR code. 
We thank you for 
your generosity.
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Celebrant     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	        It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant     God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People	        Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant     At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People	        By your will they were created and have their being.

Celebrant     From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. 
You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; 
and we turned against one another.

People	        Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Celebrant     Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. 
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, 
to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

People	        By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant     And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, 
in their unending hymn:

Sanctus and Benedictus

The people stand or kneel, as able.

Celebrant     And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, 
and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Celebrant     Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
People	        We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant     Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, 
Jacob and Rachel and Leah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; 
for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 
one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

People	        Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant     Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

The Great Amen

The Lord’s Prayer 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

                   Our Father, who art in heaven,
                        hallowed be thy Name,
                        thy kingdom come,
                        thy will be done,
                            on earth as it is in heaven.
                    Give us this day our daily bread.
                    And forgive us our trespasses,

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People          Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant     The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.



The Ministration of Communion	

        Communion Solo      	          You laid aside your rightful reputation   Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918)

You laid aside your rightful reputation and gave no heed to what the world might say;
Served as a slave and laid aside your garments to wash the feet of those who walked your way.

Help us to follow, Jesus, where you lead us to love, to serve, our own lives laying down;
To walk your way of humble, costly service, a cross its end, a ring of thorns its crown.

Draw us to you and with your love transform us: the love we’ve seen, the love we’ve touched and known;
Enlarge our hearts and with compassion fill us to love, to serve, to follow you alone.
[Words, Rosalind Brown, b. 1953]

       Hymn 675 (Soloist)                       “Take up your cross, the Savior said”                      

Post-Communion Prayer (said together)                                                                                                       

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

On occasions when the Eucharist is to be sent out

The Sending Forth of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor

People	        We send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go
 may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
 We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

The Blessing  

People         Amen.

The Closing Hymn 344                          “Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing”
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1. Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing;
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, thy love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace:
O refresh us, O refresh us,
traveling through this wilderness.

2. Thanks we give and adoration
for thy Gospel's joyful sound:
may the fruits of thy salvation
in our hearts and lives abound:
ever faithful, ever faithful
to thy truth may we be found;

3. So that when thy love shall call us,
Savior, from the world away,
fear of death shall not appall us,
glad thy summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
reign with thee in endless day.

Words: Att. John Fawcett (1739/40-1817)
Music: Sicilian Mariners, Sicilian melodyl first published
           The European Magazine and London Review, 1792, alt.

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



10

Ned’s Notes: We thank Jonathon Moon and Michael 
Burnette for leading the music of this morning’s service. 
Our Offertory Solo, Then will I Jehovah’s praise, is from 
Handel’s 1746 work, An Occasional Oratorio. The full 
text of the oratorio was collected and assembled for 
Handel by Newburgh Hamilton (1691-1761) from 
the “Poems” of John Milton. Milton’s texts are actually 
various psalms “done into verse,” as he himself described 
them. We now refer to such paraphrases as “metrical psalms” 

– psalms re-written to include more-or-less equal length 
of each verse, with rhymes between verses that allow them 
to be sung as hymns; for example, Isaac Watts’ version 
of Ps 90, O God, our help in ages past, or Henry Baker’s 
paraphrase of Ps 23, The King of love my shepherd is. The 
text of the last line of our solo (“Ever let my thanks 
endure …”), from Ps 136, was penned by Milton in 1645, 
but the first two lines, from Ps 7, date from 1653, one 
year after Milton went completely blind.

We thank the following who are serving today:

Lectors: Lise Leist, Amanda Sutton
Intercessor: Jennifer Palmer
Ushers: Lynn Donahue, Jill Ernst, Robert Grieves,
John Harrison, Joe Leo, Bill Post
Chalice Ministers: Amanda Sutton, Lise Leist, 
Cyra Borsy, Deb Luchs 
Greeter: Nancy Geary

Organist: Michael Burnette
Soloist: Jonathon Moon
Flower Guild
Altar Guild: Barbara Noble, Sara Smith, Shelby Cromwell, 
Wendy Hurst, Amy Reid, Pamela Shea
Coffee Hour: Libbet Field, Lauren Clancy

Hymns and service music are printed,
and organ music streamed, under OneLicense A-734671.

The Dismissal                                                                                                                                 

Celebrant     Go and make disciples who live
                      a deeper life in Christ
                      a more holy communion with one another and 
	                      a greater love for the world.
People          Thanks be to God. 

Closing Organ Voluntary                         Processional (from the Occasional Oratorio)                              G. F. Handel

WELCOME TO ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
August 30, 2026 • The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to St. Mark’s. We are a community of love formed by the grace of God. 
Together we seek to follow the spiritual practices of a Jesus-centered life. We hope that you will join us as we 
seek a deeper life in Christ, a more holy communion with one another, and a greater love for the world. 

You can find more information on our website: www.stmarksnewcanaan.org. 

Weekly Worship
Worship and Program Schedule
Sunday Holy Eucharist 
8AM In the Chapel 
9AM Outdoors 
10AM Indoors & live-streamed

Weekday Morning Prayer via Zoom 
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM • Morning Prayer Rite II 

Praying of the Rosary 
Wednesday at 8:45AM via conference call 
Call in: 978.990.5000 (access code: 811368)

Centering Prayer
Thursday at 12:15PM in the church
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The St. Mark’s Choir returns!
The full St. Mark’s Choir will back 
“on duty”! Want to join them? 
Singers are needed in all sections
for this diverse, enthusiastic, and 
dedicated group, essential to the 
beauty and spiritual depth of sung 
services. Contact Ned Tipton 
(ntipton@stmarksnewcanaan.org)

Church School begins!
New to Church School? There will 
be a welcome table outside Morrill 
Hall where you can complete a 
short registration form. 
Details on the next page.

Join us for the Parish Picnic!
The Parish Picnic will take place at 
11:15AM in the courtyard, between 
the Church and Morrill Hall. ALL 
are welcome. Please wear your 
nametag. If you don’t have one, we 
can make one for you. We’ll provide 
food for the grilling (burgers and 
hot dogs) and green salads will also 
be provided. We welcome your 
fork-friendly, ready-to-serve sides 
and desserts to share. Helping 
hands are needed to set up and 
break down tables and chairs, and 
clean-up after the picnic.

Don’t Miss Everything Happening on September 13

The New Canaan Parent Support Group (NCPSG) is hosting 
its 10th Annual Community Addiction Awareness Vigil on 
Tuesday, September 1 at 6 South Avenue in downtown 
New Canaan. Live music starts at 6PM and testimonials 
and candle lighting are at 7PM. This event brings together 

families, recovery advocates, and community members 
for an evening of authentic stories, hope, 
and healing.  Sharing stories saves lives. 
For more information and to reserve 
a candle, scan the QR code.

This Tuesday: 10th Annual Community Addiction Awareness Vigil



On Wednesday, September 2, come alongside those 
in need to help with laundry at Giant Laundry in Norwalk 
(7 Rowan St, Norwalk, CT 06855). A two-hour shift is the 
only commitment!

Laundry Love meets the first Wednesday of each month.

	             Since 2018, Laundry Love has provided 
                             a sense of dignity and empowerment to                              
                             those facing financial hardship through 
                             clean clothes.

Available shifts: 1-3PM, 3-5PM, & 5-7PM.

First time serving? No problem! 
Experienced Laundry Love volunteers will be on hand 
to help. Be part of this impactful ministry inspired by our 
baptismal vow to respect the dignity of every human 
being.

Scan the QR code to sign up!

Volunteer at Laundry Love - September 2

Your gift to Episcopal Relief & Development’s International 
Disaster Fund supports work with local partners to provide 
critical relief today and long-term recovery support to 
those impacted by disasters like the earthquakes in 

Venezuela and Colombia, and floods in 
Nepal and Tibet. Scan the QR code to 
give to Episcopal Relief & Development.

Episcopal Relief & Development Disaster Relief

Our 10 AM program includes:
Lion Cubs childcare for children ages 2 and under
Frolic playgroup for three- and four-year-old children
(These two groups remain the in preschool classrooms 
for the entire service.)
Godly Play 1 for kindergarten
Godly Play 2 for first and second grades
Holy Moly for third and fourth grades
Meet in the Middle for fifth, sixth and seventh grades
(These classes join families in church at the Peace.)

New to Church School? There will be a welcome table 
outside Morrill Hall on September 13 where you can 
complete a short registration form.

Upcoming Special Events: Teach and Sing Sunday, 
Blessing of the Birds, Advent Wreathmaking, 
The World’s Greatest Christmas Pageant, and more!

Questions?  Contact Jan Maynes, Director of Children’s 
Ministry, at children@stmarksnewcanaan.org

The regular Church School year begins Sunday, September 13


