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Edward J. “Ned” Tipton began his musical studies at the age of four, and gave his first recital at the age of six. He soon took up the violin, organ, trumpet, oboe, and flute. His first post as church organist was at the age of fourteen in his native Asheville, North Carolina, where he was a student of Marilyn Keiser and William Dan Hardin. As a winner of a Rotary International Foundation Scholarship for the school year 1979-1980, he continued his piano studies at the Ecole Normale de Musique, Paris.  He received his BM in Piano and his MM in Choral Conducting from the Oberlin College Conservatory of Music, Oberlin, Ohio, as a student of Sedmara Zacharian Rutstein and Daniel Moe.  His studies (in Paris) of the organ work of Maurice Duruflé were with the wife of the composer, Marie-Madeline Duruflé-Chevalier. 

A resident of Atlanta from 1986 until late 1989, he was Assistant Administrator and Interim Director of the Robert Shaw Institute at Emory University, and rehearsal assistant for and a member of the Atlanta Symphony Chorus and Chamber Chorus.  He remains a permanent member of the International Steering Committee of the Association Maurice et Marie-Madeleine Duruflé, and was recently elected (the only non-French member) to the Administrative Board of that Association.  

From 1989 until 2010 he served as Canon for Music and Organist-Choirmaster of the American Cathedral in Paris. He was co-founder and Artistic Director of Les Arts George V, the Cathedral’s not-for-profit arts association. In 1994 he co-founded the Paris Choral Society, and under his 16-year tenure as Music Director and Conductor the “PCS” performed an impressive number of the major works for symphonic chorus and orchestra (among which were the Beethoven Missa Solemnis and Ninth Symphony, the Verdi Requiem, and the complete choral works of Maurice Duruflé during the centenary year of the composer’s birth, 2002). From 2010 until July of 2017, he was Canon for Music Ministry and Cathedral Arts, at St. John’s Cathedral, Los Angeles, where his duties included supervision of an expanded arts program: he edited a new score, from original sources, for a new production of Hildegard von Bingen’s monumental Ordo Virtutum; and organized/presented a retrospective of the life, career, and words of Marie-Madeleine Duruflé-Chevalier and Amy Marcy Beach. In June of 2015 he was named one of six Honorary Canons of the Cathedral Center of St. Paul, of the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles. 

Ned maintains an active international career as an organist: after numerous recitals in Europe (during his tenure at the American Cathedral in Paris), he was a featured recitalist of the 2009 conference of the Association of Anglican Musicians in Los Angeles. In August of 2017, he was soloist with the National Symphony of Costa Rica, performing Poulenc’s Concert for Organ, Strings, and Percussion.  He performed the same work with the Norwalk (CT) Symphony Orchestra in November of 2018.  This appearance led, eventually, to his being called to St. Mark’s Church, New Canaan, in January of 2019. 

