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A Force Field of Love
Dear People of  St. Mark’s:

When I • rst came to St. Mark’s I could not believe the potential of  this congregation.  (Look at the people in the pews.)  It seemed 
y’all (southern speak) could do anything you put your minds to.  (Look at May Fair.)  That potential is being realized in ways that 
make my proverbial (and almost bearded) head spin.  

You, the people of  this parish, are an energetic force • eld, supercharged with the love of  Christ.  That force • eld is expanding, 
increasingly energized, as more people join and more of  you give of  your energy, your time, your talent and your treasure.  Together, 
by the grace of  God, we are being drawn into a deeper life in Christ, a more holy communion with one another, and a greater love 
for the world.  

Inlaid into the • oor of  the nave of  the church is a bee that represents “the Church.”  The hive is buzzing. There is much to say and 
little room to convey the extraordinary things happening at St. Mark’s.  So here are just a few things to keep an eye on, but please take 
a look at the following pages and pay attention in the months to come as we continually realize our holy potential in ways beyond 
our guessing.

Kick-Off Sunday: September 12                                                 9am Holy Connectivity Activity: 11am Parish Picnic1. 
Come at 9am to the all parish Holy Connectivity Activity.  This is an event for all ages not to be missed  If  you give us 
45 minutes we can almost guarantee that you will feel you belong more deeply here. Church school will open its doors at 
9:50am, festive service begins at 10, followed by the Parish Picnic.  Con• rmation and the Jr. High Youth Group will meet. 
From the serious to the silly, from the sublime to sandwiches, this Sunday will have it all.  

Town Hall Meeting: Go and Grow Summation & Celebration                September 19, 11:15-12:15 in Morrill Hall2. 
If  you want good news, do not miss this gathering.  Following the 10am service, we will do a Summation and Celebration 
of  the Go and Grow Campaign.  You will hear great news about the campaign, the budget, and plans for next steps. We’ll 
have activities and care for the kids. 

“Year of the Story”                                            Begins September 19 at 9am3. 
Did you ever feel bad that you did not really know more about the Bible?  Those days 
are about to be over.  If  you give us your Sunday mornings during the next school year 
we will give you the story of  the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  Episcopalians 
are the most educated denomination in the United States, but our biblical literacy is 
among the lowest.  There will also be a Bible Marathon for those who would like to 
read the whole story in the coming year.  Go for it. In addition, we will offer a Sunday 
morning class called Foundations for Discipleship throughout the year. 

Re-energized Children’s and Youth Ministry              Begins September 124. 
Updated curricula for the littlest kids.  A new curriculum for bigger kids.  A new time 
for Jr. High Youth Group. Two major trips in the planning for the Sr. High Youth 
Group.  And, an even better Christmas pageant.  It goes on and on.  Please check out 
Josh’s page in the Roar or on line for more information

There is so much more.  I hope you will read on and and stay tuned (as they used to 
say back when there were only three channels).

See you soon and often.
Faithfully and with best wishes,

The Reverend Peter F. Walsh, Rector
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Town Hall MeetingTown Hall Meeting
    Summation Celebration        Summation Celebration        

Sunday, September 19
11:15-12:15 A.M.

~~~~
Come to the 

celebratory summary of the 
Go and Grow Campaign!

Hear about the 
budget rami" cations and 

plans for the upcoming year! 
~~~~

Activities & Care for the kids

“All in all it’s a wonderful way to meet and get to know 
more parishioners on a deeper level.”                 
                                    Noreen and Jack Poulson  

It’s time to sign up for 
St. Mark’s Supper Club. 
Join an informal group of 
the same 8 or 10 people 
who meet for dinner in 
each other’s homes 4 or 
5 times throughout the 
year. Each person brings 
a part of the meal. The 
only purpose is to meet 
fellow parishioners, enjoy 

their company, and really get to know each other. Call the 
church of• ce or contact Lois Sandberg at 203-966-2848 
or sandberg.lois@gmail.com.

Your Supper Group coordinators, Dick and Lois Sandberg.  

You Are Invited to Join a Supper Group! Photo Directory in the Works
Holy Connectivity!

We can help you get to know everyone in the parish and 
here’s how...

Just say Cheese! For the next few Sundays, starting the • 
12th, a roving band of  St. Mark’s photographers will be 
taking family photos for our new in-house, home-grown 
directory during Coffee Hour.  We’re taking casual pic-
tures - please don’t feel obligated to “dress” the kids.  
All we ask is a smile! If you prefer, send in a photo to:               
                tmcgee@stmarksnewcanaan.org

Wear your nametag, if you don’t have one, please • 
contact the church of• ce and it will magically appear 
next week.

 Check out the FaithBook Wall in Morrill Hall.  We • 
will use your photo directory picture if you haven’t 
sent one in or update a past one. 
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Adult Education Classes This Year

Sunday              
The Year of the Story begins Sunday, September 19th in Morrill Hall from 9:00-9:45am. Join the clergy as we take a 
year-long mountain-top tour of the Bible! Each Sunday we will read and discuss a major Bible story, beginning with 
Genesis and ending with Revelation. Mother Anne will lead off with “The Entire Bible in 45 Minutes” – wear your run-
ning shoes! See below for a partial syllabus.           
(Sundays, 9-9:45am in Morrill Hall)

Foundations for Discipleship, a class intended for newcomers and adults preparing for baptism or con" rmation but open 
to everyone, will have 12 sessions spanning the program year. It will meet on Sundays 11:15-12:15 in the Education Center 
and will cover the basics of the faith including Jesus, the Bible, prayer, the sacraments, and church music. The " rst class will 
be on October 17. More details to come.            
(Sundays, 9-9:45am in Morrill Hall)                                    

Monday              
Monday Morning Class resumes on September 20 in the Library from 9:15-10:30am. Mother Anne will lead a 9-session 
parenting class and discussion based on Dorothy Martyn’s new book, “Beyond Deserving: Children, Parents, and Responsi-
bility Revisited,” a practical synthesis of theology, child play therapy, and the poetry of Emily Dickinson. Copies are avail-
able in the Lion’s Den. Come once; come every time; everyone is welcome.       
(Mondays, 9:15-10:30am in the Library)

Wednesday             
Wednesday Morning Bible Study resumes on September 15  in the Education Center from 10-11am. Bishop Grein will 
lead a class on apocalyptic literature in preparation for a study of the Book of Revelation. All are welcome.   
(Wednesdays, 10-11am in the Education Center)

Thursday              
Meditation Group  meets each Thursday morning from 9:00-9:45am in the Library. All welcome, including beginners.
(Thursdays, 9-9:45am in the Library) 

The Bible Marathon, an opportunity to read through the Bible cover to cover (that’s right, every word) in six months (Oc-
tober-April, with a break during December). Mother Anne will give you a reading plan and we will meet twice a month for 
discussion. The " rst meeting will be on Thursday, October 14 from 10-11 in the Education Center. More details to come.  
(Bimonthly on Thursdays, 10-11am in the Library)

Fall and Early Winter Syllabus for the Year of the Story

September 19 The Bible in 45 Minutes Flat       Mother Anne
September 26    Creation and Pre-History      Father Peter
October 3  Matriarchs and Patriarchs      Bishop Grein
October 10   Call of Moses and the Exodus      Mother Anne
October 17   Covenant with Moses and the Law    Father Peter
October 24   Forty Years in the Wilderness      Bishop Grein
October 31   Conquest of Canaan and the Territorial Confederacy  Mother Anne
November 7   Evolution into United Kingdom (Samuel, Saul, David)  Father Peter
November 14    Kingdom United, then Divided; Prophecy in Action  Bishop Grein
November 21   Fall of Southern Kingdom and the Exile    Mother Anne
November 28   Restoration         Father Peter
December 5   Wisdom Literature      Bishop Grein
December 12   Messianic Prophecy      Mother Anne
December 19    Messiah Sunday – music     Brian-Paul Thomas
December 26    no class
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Prodigious Projects by the Property Committee 

There was a great deal of activity at St. Mark’s this summer from a Property Committee 
point of view. The renovation of the Bell Tower, along with the revitalization of the carillon, 
were the most prominent achievements of the period. The • nishing touches of these projects 
are being completed currently.

In addition, all the buildings – the Church, the Education Center and the Church House – 
have been • tted for lightning protection. This is especially important as we have experienced 
several lightning strikes in the last decade or so. In the late 90’s, one of the Church House 
chimneys was hit and severe damage resulted. In 2005, a lightning strike knocked out some 

of our sound system, requiring extensive time and 
effort to restore.

The entire electrical system in the Bell Tower had 
to be replaced. Virtually nothing had been done 
with the electrical system since the Bell Tower was constructed in the early 60’s. 
All the wires and lights have been replaced. You will notice the difference when 
the electrical project is completed.

We decided the plaza in front of the Church needed a face-lift. Shortly thereafter 
we had the entire plaza power-washed. While the contractor was here, we had 
them power-wash the entire courtyard too.                           

We have had some tree work done. Our campus has numerous trees and constant attention to them is required. We recently 
had a large Norway maple tree cut down next to the driveway leading to the Cottage. Plans are in the works to do some more 
trimming of bushes and trees this fall.

This summer the Nursery School people were active as well. All the classrooms 
and Helen Palmesi’s of• ce were redone. The curtains were removed, the rugs 
cleaned, the • oors waxed and the walls painted. The results are very impressive.

Smaller but important tasks were accomplished too. The most obvious was the 
cleaning of the hallway, library, Education Center and Outreach Center rugs. They 
were in bad shape and in desperate need of attention. With all the activity in 
Morrill Hall, the • oor there had to be addressed. We had it cleaned and waxed. 
The hallway windows were washed. The kitchen was cleaned. 

The Property Committee: David Kraemer (Chair), Dean Davis, Richard DePatie 
and Paul Reiss deserve a hearty round of applause for contributing a great deal of 
their time this summer to get all this accomplished.  

B-P Thomas Delights the Crowd Across the Country!

While visiting family and friends in his home state of Washington, 
this summer, our own B-P was featured in an organ concert at the 
Englewood Christian Church.  An article in their newsletter (see 
below) gave him the big thumbs up!

Englewood Christian Church News & Worship
Yakima, Washington

The sanctuary was full last Friday evening – but not just with the sound 
of the pipe organ. For a Friday evening in the middle of summer, a 
large number of people turned out to hear Brian-Paul Thomas present 
a recital on our newly completed organ. All the reports are that it was 
a fantastic evening; amazing music and a wonderful audience. Brian-
Paul showed off “all the bells and whistles.”
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ST. MARK’S CHOIRS SING AGAIN!

This fall is the perfect time to get involved in one of our great choirs. At St. 
Mark’s we have choirs for all ages. Please contact Choirmaster-Organist Bri-
an-Paul Thomas (203.966.4515x113 / BPThomas@stmarksnewcanaan.org. 

The Joyful Noyze!                                                          Tuesdays  4:00-4:30pm
This joyful chorus is for youngsters who are 4-year old, kindergarten, 1st 
and 2nd graders. The group uses movement and musical games, and in ad-
dition gives the children the opportunity to begin learning notes and music 
as they begin to read. 
The Choristers                                                        Wednesdays  4:00-5:00pm
Our most advanced choir for children is the Boy and Girl Choristers. 
Young people in the 3rd – 7th grade learn to read music and sing songs and 
anthems of all levels of dif! culty. Of particular interest is St. Mark’s as-
sociation with the Royal School of Church Music whose training scheme 
is designed to encourage young people to acquire a greater level of exper-
tise both in music and knowledge of our Anglican tradition; the course is  
graded with testing at the end of each segment. 

Youth Choir                                                            TBA – Seasonal Rehearsals
The Youth Choir  meets seasonally with rehearsals TBA; this group includes 
young adults from 8th grade through senior high, and sometimes includes 
a few enthusiastic adult sponsors. The Youth Choir  sings a wide range of 
songs and anthems drawn from the ‘classics,’ gospel, contemporary, and 
also spends time preparing and singing music from Taizé. We encourage 
their role as music leaders at special liturgies including the music of Taizé, 
and look forward to their monthly participation at our 10am Eucharist. 

St. Mark’s Parish Choir       Thursdays 7:30-9:30pm &/or Saturdays 4-5:30pm
Our growing Parish Choir sings every Sunday and for all major holidays 
of the church year. This diverse and enthusiastic group sings choral music 
from all periods and also performs extended works with instrumental 
ensembles at concerts three times a year. Next summer members of the 
Parish Choir will tour the west of England and northern Wales then assume 
the responsibilities of choir in residence at Chester Cathedral following a 
weekend in the Lake District. Many will recall the choir’s highly successful 
residency at Norwich Cathedral in 2006. 

The St. Mark’s Chorale                                                  Seasonal Rehearsals
We extend an opportunity to other experienced parishioners and friends 
who are unable to sing in the choir weekly to sing with the St. Mark’s  
Chorale. Interested persons attend six or seven rehearsals and join with the 
Parish Choir in a grand performance. (To sing for Christmas and Easter one 
must be a member of the Parish Choir on a regular basis.) 

2010-11 Musica Leonis Events
 

Sunday, October 17     5:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong

St. Mark’s Parish Choir

Sunday, November 7   5:00 p.m.
 All Saints’ Choral Eucharist

St. Mark’s Parish Choir
 

Friday, December 10    8:00 p.m.
Handel, Messiah part I

St. Mark’s Chorale & Orchestra 

Friday, December 24    Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Eucharist with 

Children’s Pageant           5:00 p.m.
The Music of Christmas   9:30 p.m.

   Festal Choral Eucharist   10:00 p.m.
The Combined Choirs of St. Mark’s

 
Sunday, February 13      5:00 p.m.

Choral Evensong
St. Mark’s Parish Choir

 
Sunday, March 27         5:00 p.m.

St. Mark’s Chorale Concert
St. Mark’s Chorale & Orchestra 

Saturday, April 23         8:00 p.m.
The Great Vigil of Easter

      Sunday, April 24        9 & 11 a.m.
Festal Easter Eucharist

The Combined Choirs of St. Mark’s

Sunday, May 8            10:00 a.m.
Mother’s Day Women & 

Girls Choir

Sunday, June 5              5:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong

St. Mark’s Parish Choir

Sunday, June 19           10:00 a.m.
Father’s Day Men & 

Boys Choir
 

Rehearsal Schedule
Joyful Noyze – Tuesdays – 4:00-4:30pm 

Boy and Girl Choristers – Wednesdays – 4:00-5:00pm 
Youth Choir – Seasonal – TBA 

Handbell Choir – Thursdays – 6:30-7:00pm 
Parish Choir – Thursdays – 7:30-9:30pm
Parish Choir – Saturdays – 4:00-5:15pm 
(Attendance at one rehearsal is required)

St. Mark’s Chorale – Thurs/Sat. TBA
Schola Sacra Chamber Choir – TBA
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The Lion’s Den Celebrates Its 5th Year!

On Sunday, September 12th, 2010 The Lion’s Den Book & Gift Store will 
open its doors after a long, hot summer and celebrate the beginning of its 5th

year at St. Marks.  Store hours are Sunday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
with extended hours during Advent, Lent and special events at church.  

New product lines this year include two card designers with delightful, clean 
lines and spiritual messages - Jill Anne 
Cards and Life Sighs, Inc.  Also new is 
an incredibly beautiful extended line of 
sterling silver inspirational jewelry made 
by DVB New York.  Many of you are 
familiar with their unique line of Mobius 
bracelets and if you’re not, please stop by 
the Den and let us show you a few samples.  
They are truly lovely and affordable.  

One of our great • nds at the NY International Gift Fair this summer is a company called The Universe Knows which includes 
inspirational verse on mugs, t-shirts, tote bags, and picture frames.  Great 
color, design and price.  Sure to be our favorite new product line this year 
is Hubs - Hubbard Peanut Company - gift items.  
A certain parishioner who shall remain nameless talked my ear off about 
them and when I looked into their product line, found the margin good, so we 

at the Lion’s Den are now 
in the peanut business! I 
suppose stranger things 
have happened - although 
I cannot think of one at the 
moment.  

Thank you for supporting your church store and hope to see you soon in The 
Lion’s Den for a little browsing, shopping, chatting and tasting. 

                    Melanie Moyna,
                    Lion’s Den Bookstore Manager

Heaven on Earth

Began in Jerusalem

Merry Christmas!

Lifesighs Cards®

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 3

5:00 p.m.
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From the Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries                                  

Hello friends, and welcome to another exciting program year at St. Mark’s.   I am so happy you have 
taken interest in our ministries with children (pk3-5th) and youth (6th-12th).  Passing the faith to a new 
generation is among the most important ministries of our church and every church.   If you have not 
done so already, please help me by completing the registration form you • nd in this Lion’s Roar.   If 
you are visiting or looking for a church for your family, I would love to meet you and your child(ren) 
in person.  If you are back for more this year, I cannot wait to see you again soon!

There is much to anticipate as we begin this new program year, and much help is still needed.  Just 
listen to the rundown:  We have continued to update curricula and methods for Godly Play (GP pk3-

2nd)  and have adopted an all-new curriculum for our 3rd-5th graders called Weaving God’s Promises (WGP).   Believe it or 
not, we are already getting started on the Christmas Pageant!  Total Chaos in the Name of the Lord Amen, the Jr. High youth 
group, has been adapted to include 6thand 7th graders and rescheduled so they can attend the 10am service with their families.  
Con• rmation classes will be offered to 8th graders—or above—and will follow a transformational year-long program entitled 
Con! rm Not Conform which includes a mentor component.   Our Sr. High youth will meet weekly on Sunday nights for 
prayer and fellowship and will take 2 major trips together—a spiritual pilgrimage to the monastery in Taizé, France during 
February break and a mission-immersion trip (probably a return to New Orleans, LA) during the summer.  The Lion’s Pride 
Acolyte Corps is looking to expand as well.  You will soon see six acolytes per Sunday.  Sometime this year, we will call a 
Christian Formation Commission which will be comprised of laypersons who will assist in ongoing advocacy, oversight, 
planning, implementation, and evaluation of the entire St. Mark’s effort with children and youth.  Why in the world are we 
doing all this? Well….

Our kids need it: They face an uncertain world and confront unprecedented challenges which demand the wisdom of their 
elders.   Our church needs it:  There has never been a struggling church with thriving ministries for children and youth.  Our 
world needs it:  Through these ministries we equip kids and adults alike to take the light of Christ into the world.    Finally, it 
is our joyful duty as Christians to nurture the blossoming faith of our kids.  Not only do the scriptures command us severally 
to pass the faith to our children, but they also provide numerous accounts of the " ourishing spiritual lives of children and 
youth.   For instance, young Samuel is remembered for praying one of the holiest prayers of all time: “Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.”  Jesus himself taught that children have access to the kingdom of God in a unique way.   The Episcopal 
pedagogy seeks to be faithful to this teaching. 

Following the tradition of St. Anselm, 11th century Archbishop of Canterbury, the Episcopal Church maintains that children 
and youth already know God, and the fundamental tasks of Christian education are to help them discover this most basic 
truth about themselves and to assist them in the development of a communal language to understand it.  We strive not for 
programs that seek to deposit academic information about Christianity but to facilitate Christian transformation through 
experience and relationships.  In other words we focus less on information about God, and more on experiences of God, 
less on the study of Christianity and more on the practice of Christianity.  If we work to inspire and incite faith, we believe 
a natural curiosity will follow, as will a life of discipleship. 

None of this is possible without the buy-in of our entire parish.  We need every adult to be a youth minister, by virtue of 
baptism and prayer.  If you are interested to be involved in this exciting transformation of our ministries at St. Mark’s, I hope 
you will contact me.   I would be thrilled to meet with you to • nd a way for you to be involved.   I continually • nd that the 
more I teach, the more I learn about the life of faith and what it means to be a member of a real community.   I hope you will 
avail yourself of this blessing as well.    

With love, 
Joshua Ashton Hill, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries
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The Sunday Evening Schedule
Sr. High EYC (9th-12th) meets from 5-7pm:

5pm: Informal Eucharist in the chapel with smoke
5:30-6pm: Snack Supper in Morrill Hall 

6-7pm: EYC Activity
    

Con! rmation Class, 8th Grade and Older                                                                                                      
First Meeting: Sunday, September 12, 11:30-1pm

Con! rmation will be offered for all those in 8th grade (and older) who are ready 
to take responsibility for their baptism.   The year-long class will meet on Sundays 
after the 10am service from 11:30-1pm and will include lunch.  The class will 
follow an exciting program entitled Con! rm Not Conform, which is designed to 
involve the entire parish by providing adult mentors and involving con! rmands 
in the 10am liturgy.  Classes will begin on Sept. 12.  Con! rmation itself will take 
place in May, the of! cial date is yet to be determined.  For more information, 
contact Joshua Hill at 203.966.4515x104 or jhill@stmarksnewcanaan.org . 

Total-Chaos-in-the-Name-of-the Lord-Amen                                                   A Re-Designed Jr. High Youth Group"   
Calling all 6th & 7th Graders                                                            First Meeting: Sunday, September 12 at 11:30-1pm

Total-Chaos-in-the-Name-of-the Lord-Amen is a still-new and recon! gured youth 
ministry at St. Mark’s which focuses on the particular interests of 6th and 7th grad-
ers.  Accordingly, this group seeks to nurture Christian bonds of peace by having 
FUN in a safe, non-competitive, and af! rming setting.  Total-Chaos-in-the-Name-
of-the Lord-Amen meets weekly after the 10am service until 1pm for games, service 
projects, discussions, and just-for-fun trips.  The meetings will include lunch.  

Sr. High Youth Group, 9-12 Grade
                     First Meeting: Sunday, September 12, 5-7pm    

The Sr. High Youth Group is integral to the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s 
Church.   The aim of the Sr. High youth program is to foster a community of 
high-school teens who share a commitment to Christ, each other, and the good 
of the world.   Toward that end we play, pray, and eat together weekly.  Ad-
ditionally, the Sr. High Youth Group travels on mission trips, retreats, pilgrim-
ages, and just-for-fun trips (see page 10).  The weekly meeting begins at 5pm 
with Holy Eucharist and ends at 7pm.  

Join our facebook group.  Search: St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Youth community.

ST. MARK’S YOUTH (6th-12th)  2010-2011
First Meeting for All Groups: Sunday, September 12

The Sunday Morning Schedule
9:00-11:15am Nursery Care (children up to 36 months)
9:50am: Godly Play (pk3-2nd) & Weaving God’s Promises (3rd-5th)
10:00am: 6-8th in church 
11:30-1pm: Total-Chaos-in-the-Name-of-the-Lord-Amen (6th-7th)
11:30-1pm: Con! rmation (8th and up)
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St. Mark’s Children (Newborn-5th) 2010-2011
First Class for all Grades: Sunday, September 12 at 9:50 a.m.

Nursery Care
Infants - 36 Months      Meet in Nursery School Wing

A full nursery program for newborns through 36 months is offered from 8:45-11:15a.m. on 
Sunday mornings.  We have a fully equipped nursery staffed by two caregivers; the nursery 
is located in Room B (the nursery school room closest to the church) in the education wing.   
Please note that our caregivers do not change diapers.  Instead, they will come • nd a parent 

in the church.  

Godly Play, PK3 - 2nd Grade                                                                 
First Meeting, September 12, 9:50  in the Library                         

Children ages 3years-2nd grade will follow the “Godly Play” Curriculum.  “Godly 
Play” is a Montessori-based curriculum which seeks to engage children in joyful, 
educational play, using the cultural materials of Scripture as “toys.”  The method 
begins with the assumption that children already know and experience God and 
takes up the task of equipping our children with the language and community to 
understand it.   Sessions begin at 9:50 in the library, but children will process to 
classrooms in the education wing.   To learn more about this very special curricu-

lum, visit:  http://www.stjohns-stamford.org/media/gp_mv3.wmv.

Weaving God’s Promises, 3rd - 6th Grade                First Meeting, September 12, 9:50  in the Education Center                         

Weaving God’s Promises is a brand-new curriculum from Episcopal Church Publishing which seeks to equip teachers with 
the tools for engaging and transformative presentations of Anglican Christianity.  The curriculum offers lessons and creative 
activities designed to familiarize our children with the Church year, liturgy, the Book of Common Prayer, tradition, and the 
sacraments.  It follows a three year cycle: Weaving Our Faith, Weaving Together the Family of God, and Weaving God’s 
Beloved Community.  These themes are exciting for us because they are perfectly congruent with the triadic mission state-

Wooden story telling pieces used in 
the telling of the story of 
The Ark and the Temple. 

Communion for Children
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion in the Episcopal Church.  Our children enter the service at the Peace for 
the speci• c purpose of including them in the communion.  Our standard Church School curricula will engage children in discussions 
about communion regularly.  This path is considered the normative method of communion education in the Episcopal Church, which 
does not teach or recommend withholding communion from baptized children until a ceremonial “• rst communion.”  That being 
said, the strength of our church is that we are comprised of a wide diversity of denominational backgrounds.  If you feel that your 
child requires additional preparation for communion--or for a literal • rst communion--we are more than happy to work individually 
with you to chart a path that makes sense for your child.  Just contact Josh Hill at jhill@stmarksnewcanaan.org. 

 Please register your

 children using the form(s) 

in this Lion•s Roar
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Sr. High Mission-Immersion Trip a Smashing Success!

I am excited to report to the wider St. Mark’s community that the Sr. High 
Mission-Immersion Trip to New Orleans was a huge success.  I want to thank 
the Outreach Commission for a generous grant and every person in our parish 
who prayed, attended a bene• t dinner, gave something, or sent us with a blessing 
the Sunday before we left.  This trip was a huge success primarily because it was 
a parish-wide effort.  I hope we can keep this momentum!  

This was more than your basic service trip.  In addition to working in the 
Lower Ninth Ward and with children in the Community Arts School at Christ 
Church Cathedral, this trip was about • nding our identity in Christ.  We worked 
alongside youth groups from Texas, Missouri, and Virginia and found ourselves 

belonging to a much wider 
Episcopal Church than just 
St. Mark’s.  We heard from clergy, social workers, residents, and community 
organizers about the role of the church in the rebuilding of New Orleans, and our 
youth began to understand issues of equality, race, and economic justice.  More 
importantly, we heard embodied stories of hope and faith, and some of our youth 
became aware of their own privilege and corresponding responsibility.   Finally, 
we prayed Compline every night with simple music and re• ections.  By the end 
of the week, the disparate group of teens had become a congregation.   We took 
17 Sr. High youth and 3 adult chaperones, and every single person was impacted 
and transformed in some way by the experience.   I wish I could say more, but 
I’ll leave you with the prayer which our own David Luchs wrote for the closing 
Eucharist on the • nal night: 

“We thank you, Lord, for the blessings bestowed upon us during this trip, for our 
fellowship with our brothers and sisters in faith from Virginia, Missouri, and Texas; 
for our safety and progress throughout the week, and for the hospitality of the people of 
New Orleans. You have given us an opportunity to be living in your Spirit and purpose. 

We give thanks to you for the abundance of your creation, conveniently located 
and packaged at the nearby Walgreens and Wendy’s; for experiencing the joy 
of the children of the area and for their skill in karate; for the tools with which 
we were able to do your work; for learning about the other areas of our country 
and learning that we are all one under your Holy Spirit. For the togetherness 

of bowling with our friends, 
for the pride of successfully 
rigging a game of Uno, for 
sharing in your spirit with other 
churches, for the vibrant music 
of New Orleans, for learning about the ways of the people here, for the 
joy of baptizing one another with cheap squirt guns, for the abundance 
of testosterone responsible for much of our laughter, for all of the things 
which have brought us here, for the acrobatic escapades of our very own 
ninja, Mac Pivirotto, and for the patience of the women of room 5 who 
continued to work despite being kept up by obnoxious noise the night 
before; for the driving skills, care, and love of our chaperones, for hearing 
the stories of the people of New Orleans, and realizing that there is still a 
need for help and for the excessive consumption of caffeinated beverages. 

For all these things, Lord, we give thanks to your holy name. As Jesus did with his disciples, send us out into the world in 
peace, that we may advocate for the people of New Orleans and all those in need. Let your loving spirit bless and sustain 
us on our journey home, that we may continue to do your work in peace for the honor and glory of your name. Amen.”

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Joshua A. Hill, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries

For all these things, Lord, we give thanks to yo
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A Prayer for Children
-------- 

Gracious Father, we thank you today
And every day

For the children of St. Mark’s Parish.
 

We praise you for their beauty,
Their spirit, their strength and love.

 
We thank you and them

For how they keep us honest,
And we ask you to help us to be true
To our responsibility as parents and 

guides.
 

As this school year begins,
Hold all our children in the palm of your 

hand
 

Be with them as they study and play
And face the challenges ahead.
Help them become the people

You created them to be.
Keep them safe.

And help them grow in joy and freedom
And in love of You.

 
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

Who came to us as a child.
 

Amen.

By popular demand, this prayer is being reprinted. Mother Anne created this beautiful prayer speci• cally  
for our children as they began another year of school.  

Acolytes Needed!

If you’re interested in becoming 

a member of 

The Lion’s Pride Acolyte Corps, 

please contact Kerry Robinson at 

mkerryr@ymail.com.
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Community Bridgebuilders Coalition Inspires Broad 
Volunteer Involvement 

On consecutive Fridays and Saturdays two weekends 
every month the nearly 20 churches of Community 
Bridgebuilders Coalition bring together 10 volunteers 
each day to work in Stamford on Habitat For 
Humanity’s 8-home West Main Street Condominium 
project.  The churches, united in their cause and 
commitment, are divided into 3 groups of about 
6 churches each to make volunteer recruiting and 
coordination effective and ef• cient.  Phoebe Lindsay 
from Christ Church (Greenwich), Ralph Walker 
from St. Matthew’s (Wilton) and our own George 
Wright each head up volunteer coordination within one 
of the groups.  Each day on site brings a different mix 
of faiths, talents, ages (16-86 is the range so far) and 
Habitat experience, from • rst-timers to old hands of 
many years, some of whom have built Habitat houses 
across the nation and around the world.  The rewards 
and blessings of participation are innumerable.  

Each day, someone from Habitat’s senior staff 
or a member of the Habitat board welcomes our 
Bridgebuilder group, explains the mission and how 
it’s accomplished and thanks us for our commitment.  
It is never a perfunctory duty but one that sets the tone 
for the day and inspires us.  This past weekend, Marie 

Lay Weeders

    Fall Clean-Up Day
                     9-12pm
                                           Saturday, October 16

Help us tidy up the campus!

Rain or Shine.  Tasks for all ages.

Bring clippers, gardening gloves, rakes - 

we’ll provide the weeds and leaves

 Please let Dean Davis or Dick DePatie know  

          you’re coming:

203.966.4515x112 /

rdepatie@stmarksnewcanaan.org.

Orsini Rosen, Chief Development Of• cer of Habitat 
For Humanity of Coastal Fair• eld County (“our” 
Habitat), welcomed the group organized by Phoebe Lindsay.  This is the message she sent by email Monday morning.

Dear Phoebe:
     Last Friday and Saturday in Stamford were not just ordinary builds. Our faithful CBC 
teams were there, but what struck me was who they brought. On Friday the team included 
5 men from the Paci• c House Men’s Shelter. On Saturday the team was more than half 
young people.    
     I had to let both sink in. On Friday, I asked Aaron, who seemed to be the Men’s Shelter 
spokesperson, why they responded to Phoebe’s invitation. He said they wanted to make 
sure everyone had a home. And on Sat, when I talked to Jake, Melissa and the other 20-
somethings, they all wanted to make a contribution. Several told me they liked being there 
with the Habitat families. 
     We always say it’s about more than building houses. Your commitment to our homeowners 
and to us goes so far beyond your congregations. How can we ever thank you? 
     I will always remember those two build days, both personally and professionally.                                                                                                                      
Marie 

Volunteer Opportunity 
St. Mark’s is scheduled to participate again on:
Fridays and Saturdays -  September, 17 & 18, October 8 & 9, 15 & 16 .  Men and women welcomed; no experience required.  
All volunteers must be at least 16 years old.  Contact George Wright at gw4@pips.com (or 917-744-3950) for details and to sign 
up.  Remember 5-6 other parishes participate in our group so don’t delay. 

If you would like to offer • nancial support, please make your check out to Habitat For Humanity and put “Bridgebuilders” in 
the memo line. Mail it to Habitat For Humanity of Coastal Fair• eld County, 1542 Barnum Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06610.  You 
can learn more about HFH CFC by visiting www.habitatcfc.org.
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Dear Friends of St. Mark’s Nursery School

Welcome back!  We hope you all had a relaxing family-• lled and memorable summer.  One of the joys of New England’s four seasons 
is that distinct feeling when summer begins to fade away with shorter days and longer afternoon shadows, and the sense of purpose and 
regrouping for the new school year settles upon us – it’s exciting no matter your age!

As many of us agree, kids count on schedules as much as parents do. Pre-school provides our 
3 and 4 year olds their • rst feelings of commitment and routine outside the home. We watch 
those • rst few tentative days of school evolve into familiar weeks, and weeks eventually turn 
into months where independence is gently introduced and encouraged. These are big moments 
we celebrate as our children’s young minds and bodies learn to accomplish such milestones as 
crossing the playground monkey bars, cutting with scissors, building a fort, counting to ten, or 
writing their name. It’s an exciting time of year - and in life - for the students and their parents.

Our • rst day of school is Tuesday September 14th.  However, on Sunday September 12th, 
we kick off the school year with our annual Family Picnic on the church’s Great Lawn. Our 
returning 4’s students can’t wait to reunite with their classmates and share in rides on Old 
Faithful (one of New Canaan’s vintage • re trucks), play games, and enjoy endless treats 
from an old-fashioned ice cream truck. It’s a wonderful day for new families to meet other 
families and our teachers in a fun casual environment.

This year for the • rst time I’m including a roster of our teachers (and the number of years at SMNS)  and families in The 
Lion’s Roar  in hopes that you’ll see or meet them in your daily routine of life whether you’re around church or town. We 
welcome them to SMNS!

Four Year Old Classes
Teachers: 
Mrs. Diane Landri - 14 years                                       
Mrs. Dorryann Markham - 12 years 
Mrs. Yolanda O’Shea - 6 years
Mrs. Sheena Stapleton – 2 years

Families:
Miki Porta and Victor Alvarez*
Annie and Nicholas Angler
Tracy and David Barrett 
Gaby and Duke Beecher *
Jill and Ted Bernhard 
Ashley and Andrew Burr 
Rita and P.J. Glynn *
Tracy and George Goldman 
Sarah and David Haddad 
Juliet and Ed Howe 
Sarah and Gregory King 
Tara and Dominic Lamanuzzi
Meghan and Dave Martucci *
Christine and Matthew Rae*
Margaret and Keith Roscoe *
Kate and John Stimpson 
Olga and Robert Sweet 
Anne and James Wagner 

Three Year Old Classes
Teachers: 
Mrs. Nellie Chang - 17 years 
Mrs. Helene de Givenchy - 4 years 
Mrs. Katie Lauten – 1st year 
Mrs. Cornelia Marder - 9 years 

Families:
Anna and Anthony Angilletta 
Elisabeth and Jamie Baird 
Robin and Christopher Biasotti 
Jacqueline and Kevin Burke
Jennifer Casper 
Catherine and Michael Di Chiara
Peggy and John Good 
Lori and Nick Harris 
Jennifer and Joe Hladick *
Janine and Michael Knauf 
Rae and Phil Logsdon 
Meghan and David Martucci *
Geraldine and Edward Mohr
Leigh and Matt Murray 
Amy and Michael Ravanesi 
Kate and John Stimpson 
Patricia and Alan Zoccolillo 

                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                  *indicates current St. Mark’s Church members

As always please stop by and say hello and see a glimpse of our 38 newest brightest faces in our community. We still have two spots for 
students in our 3’s program. If you know of any families interested in SMNS please have them call me at (203) 972-7888.

Kindly,
Helen Palmesi Director of SMNS
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     Coffee  Hour 
It•s a party every Sunday! Join the fun and if you haven•t 

already signed up to bring something, go to the sign-up board 
on the easel in Morrill Hall and choose a date or 

call the church of• ce. 
Bring pastry, bagels, small sandwiches, cheese and crackers, 

fruit, cut-up veggies, chips.  
We also need people to set up and clean up. 

Many hands make fast work!

Sunday Morning Greeters

You are invited to be part of 

this warm and welcoming 

Sunday morning ministry.  

All those with friendly smiles and 

warm handshakes need apply!

Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board 
outside the library or contact Judy Webb  for 

available dates:

judyatbank@aol.com / 203.972.7250

Sunday morning greeters, Stan and Holly 
March welcoming Brian Hollstein to 

church.

JOB TRANSITION?

ARE YOU...

  •    Looking for a job?
 •    Getting back in the work force?

  •    Anticipating a change in 
    employment status?
  •    Looking to pursue your dream?

NEW CANAAN CaTS
CAN HELP

NEW CANAAN CATS
CAREER TRANSITION SUPPORT

Sponsored by 
The First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan &

St. Mark’s  Episcopal Church

Bi-weekly workshops and resources to
help develop an effective job search plan.

www.newcanaancats.org
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ST . M ARK ’ S PARISH  REGISTER

AUGUST 2010

MARRIAGE

Emily Cullen Webb to Mark Sven Doskow,
daughter of  Judy and George Webb

MEMORIAL SERVICES

Alan Clarke “Pete” Fuller

Carl Eric Lundberg

Nathan Quiñones 

Baptism Dates:

†   All Saints’ Day    Sunday,  Nov. 7  2010           10:00 a.m

†   Baptism of Our Lord            10:00 a.m

†   Easter Vigil    Saturday April 23, 2011          8:00 p.m.

†   Pentecost     Sunday,  June 12, 2011          10:00 a.m

At St. Mark’s, we celebrate Baptism on the feast days 
listed above.   For information, please call the church of! ce 
and if you want to schedule a baptism be sure to call several 

ts’ Day    Sunday,  Nov. 7  2010          

of Our Lord    Sunday, Jan. 9, 2011           

igil    Saturday April 23, 2011       ay

t     Sunday,  June 12, 2011        

 Mark’s, we celebrate Baptism on the fea
ve.   For information, please call the chu
 want to schedule a baptism be sure to c

weeks before the desired date. 

Have you experienced the loss of a 
loved one?

When we lose a loved one, we rec-
ognize how much that experience 
changes us, and our lives. Most of us 
are not prepared for the path of grief. 
Five New Canaan churches, Congrega-
tional, Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist, 
and  Presbyterian wish to help make 
your journey more bearable by offering 
a support group that offers guidance, 
compassion, and companionship to 
people in our church, in our town, and 
in neighboring communities.

The program begins Monday, Septem-
ber 27th, at 7:00 PM, in the church par-
lor of the Presbyterian Church and will 
continue for an eight-week period. 

Please call the FPNC church of! ce, 
966-0002, if we may be expecting you.  
(178 Oenoke Ridge Road, New Ca-
naan, CT)Wedding bells ring for Emily Cullen Webb and 

Mark Sven Doskow on Friday, August  27, 2010.



The Rev. Peter F. Walsh
 Rector

The Rev. Anne F.C. Richards
Senior Assistant

The Right Rev. Richard F. Grein
Bishop in Residence

Joshua A. Hill
Director of Children’s and 

Youth Ministries

Brian-Paul Thomas
Organist and Choirmaster

Rhonda Morrill
Director of Communications

 
Richard DePatie

Parish Administrator

Helen Palmesi
 Nursery School Director

Melanie Moyna
 Bookstore Manager

Nadia Cwiach
Financial Secretary

Thea McGee
Parish Secretary

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
111 Oenoke Ridge Road
New Canaan, CT 06840
203.966.4515
203.966.0439 (fax)
203.972.7888 (nursery school)
203.966.3838 (bookstore)
www.stmarksnewcanaan.org 
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Weekly Service Times

8:00 a.m.          Rite I Holy Eucharist

     5:00 p.m.        Evening Holy Eucharist II 

10:00 a.m.          Rite II Choral Holy Eucharist   Sunday

      9:30 a.m.           Holy Eucharist II with HealingWednesday

The
Lion ’s
Roar

      

                        Printed on recycled paper.

8AM   Holy Eucharist 

 9AM   All Parish Holy Connectivity Activity

  9:50AM   Church School

   10AM   Holy Eucharist with Choir 

     11:15AM   Parish Picnic - Please bring salads,  sides, desserts!

       11:30-1PM   Jr. High Youth Group & Con• rmat ion Class

         5PM   Holy Eucharist

          5:30PM   Snack Supper

            6PM   Sr. High Youth Group

KICK-OFF SUNDAY 



                                                                                                                                                                                  The Lion’s Roar         17                                                                                                                                                                             

ST. MARK’S MUSIC MINISTRY

CHOIR REGISTRATION 2010-2011

Choir:  _____________   Joyful Noyze (4s - 2nd)
    Tuesday, 4-4:30 p.m.     1st Rehearsal – Sept. 14th

 ______________ Choristers  (3rd – 6th/7th  Grade)
    Wednesday, 4-5 p.m.     1st Rehearsal – Sept. 15th

 ______________ Youth Choir (8th-High School)
                                        (Seasonal Rehearsal – TBA )

Name: ___________________________________________  Age ___________

Parents:__________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________
 
              __________________________________________________________

Phone: (home) ______________________________________

(Parents’ cells )________________________/___________________________

Parents’ E-mails: __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Youth E-mail: _____________________________________________________

School:__________________________________________

Grade:______________________

Play an instrument? _______________ Which one? ________________________

Previous choir experience?____________________________________________

Please return the completed registration form to Mr. Brian-Paul Thomas,
St. Mark’s Church, 111 Oenoke Ridge, New Canaan, CT  06840

or fax it to the of! ce:  203.966.0439

�
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