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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
50th Anniversary Celebration of the Building

The St. Mark’s Episcopal Church building is 50 years old.  It is a period piece, an architectural gem of its time.  But it is more 
than that.  It is also the holy home of a vibrant and thriving Christian community; a place of grace that creates an inward 
space where people commune with God and one another.

Space matters.  It has life and personality.  Think of the difference between the splendiferous heights of high Gothic 
architecture and the boring boxiness of the Bauhaus.  The building has a distinctive and bold personality.  It has a reredos 
that is a stunning, unique piece of sacred art.  But it has more than that; it has a ministry, a high and holy calling to bind 
people to God (the word “religion” comes from the root word “to bind”). 

For 50 years, worshipers have come through the “doors of the Gospel” (passages from St. Mark’s Gospel are carved into the 
two front doors) and been formed into the living church, the Body of Christ.  The building itself is formative to who we are 
as the people of God.  The space is not neutral.  The heights of the reredos boldly proclaim our salvation history and through  
its centerpiece invite us to make it our own story through our relationship with Jesus Christ.

The church building is a place of festival Eucharists where the organ, choir and congregation join with angels and archangels 
in singing praise to God.  But it is more than that. It is also a place of peace and healing prayer.   It is a place of Baptism, 
marriage and burials; the most sacred events of our lives.   It is a place of soul-deep re! ection.

The church building ful" lls its ministerial vocation magni" cently: It is a place of Holy Communion. 

We give thanks for our sacred space, our holy home, on the 50th anniversary of its Dedication.

Faithfully,

The Reverend Peter F. Walsh
Rector, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Artist Edmund 
Davenport’s 
watercolor of 
the spandrel and 
pillars during 
the construction 
of the church 
building . 

The perspec-
tive is from the 
nursery school 
wing looking at 
the altar area.    
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St. Mark’s To Celebrate 50 Years in New Church

The 50th Anniversary of the “new” St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church building, will take place on Sunday, October 23 
with a celebratory festival Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m.  The 
whole community is invited to this golden anniversary 
celebration. 

The Right Rev. Dr. Ian T. Douglas, 15th Bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut, will lead and preach 
at the service. His sermon message will focus on spiritual 
transformation, the theme of St. Mark’s parish program 
for 2011-2012. Bishop Douglas will lead the Spiritual 
Transformation Adult Education class at 9 a.m. in Morrill 
Hall.  All are welcome. 

The original dedication ceremony on Oct. 8, 1961, was 
presided over by the Right Rev. Walter H. Gray, Bishop 
of Connecticut from 1951 to 1969. In accordance with 
Anglican tradition, the service began in the dark with no 
organ or bells. The Bishop pounded on the heavy church 
door three times with the foot of his pastoral staff, saying, 
“Open me the gates of righteousness, that I may go into 
them, and give thanks unto the Lord.” The church warden 
complied, and the Bishop stepped inside, marking the 
threshold with the sign of the cross. After a litany and 
prayers, the organ broke its silence and the congregation of 
more than a thousand joined in singing “A Mighty Fortress 
is our God.”

“St. Mark’s Church building is a period piece, an 
architectural gem of its time.  But it is more than that.  It 
is also the holy home of a vibrant and thriving Christian 
community,” says the Reverend Peter Walsh, Rector of St. 
Mark’s. 

In 1955 St. Mark’s congregation had outgrown its original 
house of worship, a typical New England colonial church, 
built in 1833. But as badly as it was needed, the new 
structure was more than six years in the making. Bitter 
controversy surrounded its design. At issue was how to 
build a church that would “look like a church” at a time 
when modernist architects living in New Canaan exerted a 
strong in• uence.

Parishioners • nally chose a contemporary Gothic approach 
to a medieval cloister with a free-standing bell tower 

St. Mark’s Welcomes the Bishop of Connecticut:
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Ian T. Douglas

On Sunday morn-
ing, October 23, join 
us as we welcome 
Bishop Ian T. Doug-
las, Bishop Diocesan 
to St. Mark’s. Bishop 
Ian will teach at the 9 
a.m. Spiritual Trans-
formation class in 
Morrill Hall.  He will 
preach and celebrate 
the Holy Eucharist 
at 10 a.m., then greet 
the parish at the cof-
fee hour, pay a visit to 
our con• rmation class 
and will meet with the 
Vestry.

On October 24, 2009 
at the 225th Annual 
Diocesan Convention, the Rev. Dr. Ian T. Douglas was 
elected to be the next bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Connecticut. He was elected on the second ballot from 
among four nominees. Douglas was the Angus Dun Pro-
fessor of Mission and World Christianity at Episcopal Di-
vinity School, Cambridge, Massachusetts and an associate 
priest at St. James’s Church, Cambridge, Mass. He began 
work for the Diocese of Connecticut on Feb. 1 and was 
ordained and consecrated on April 17, 2010 at Trinity Col-
lege, Hartford.

Bishop Douglas has written extensively on mission, mis-
siology, and the Anglican Communion, and has provided 
expert commentary and opinion for national media, print 
and broadcast. He served on the Anglican Consultative 
Council (ACC) as a priest and on the Standing Committee 
of the Anglican Communion from the ACC; as a bishop 
he continues to serve on the Standing Committee of the 
Anglican Communion. He also served on the Execu-
tive Council of The Episcopal Church but resigned after 
his consecration as bishop. Bishop Douglas received an 
honorary degree from Episcopal Divinity School in May 
2010.

Newly installed Bishop Ian 
Douglas at his consecration 
as the Episcopal Diocese of 
Connecticut’s 15th bishop at 
Trinity College in Hartford, 
Saturday, April 17, 2010.

(continued on next page)
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St. Mark’s Building Golden Anniversary (continued)

designed by architect Willis N. Mills and his Stamford-based 
• rm, Sherwood, Mills & Smith. It was a mid-20th-century design 
approach to divine architecture. In the years since completion 
St. Mark’s has become an architectural gem, embodying 
Gothic principles of simplicity and strength. Triangular vaults 
rise up from 13 white reinforced concrete columns, each 40 
feet high and weighing 15 tons to support the roof. The nave 
reaches a height of 56 feet. The church contains masterworks 
by some of the America’s • nest sculptors, stained-glass artists, 
and needlepoint and bell designers.

American sculptors Clark B. Fitz-Gerald and his associate O.V. 
Shaffer designed and executed the magni• cent reredos screen 
separating the altar from the organ and choir loft. It consists of 
one hundred and eighty-four welded bronze • gures mounted 
on vertical mahogany ribs.

Arthur L. Bigelow, bellmaster at Princeton University and 
one of the • nest bell designers and carilloneurs in the world 
designed and supervised the founding of the 30 carillon bells 
in the belfry.

Acclaimed stained-glass artist Odell Prather designed the 
windows, which were executed by Willet Stained Glass Co. in 
Philadelphia, using the Dalle de Verre technique in which one-
inch-thick pieces of glass are set in an epoxy matrix. The edges 
are faceted to give them a jewel-like quality.

Erica Wilson, well-known professional needlepoint designer 
based in New York City, designed the needlepoint cushions, 
which were worked entirely by women of St. Mark’s.

Fr. Walsh says, “For all of it, we give thanks for our sacred space, 
our holy home, on the 50th anniversary of its dedication.” 

Douglas, elected 15th bishop of the Connecticut Diocese 
on October 24, 2009, was consecrated on April 17, 2010, 
at a service with the Most Rev. Desmond Tutu, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Cape Town who preached. 

 - Ann Hagen,  
St. Mark’s Docent

(This article was submitted to the New Canaan Advertiser)

Early construction of the church.  Top photo is from 
the cover of a trade periodical. 

Six of the thirty carillon bells fabricated by master 
craftsmen, Les Fils de Georges Paccard, of Annecy-
le-Vieux, Haute-Savoie, France. 
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Christ has no body now 
but yours,

No hands, no feet on earth but yours.

Yours are the eyes
through which he looks

compassion on the world.

Yours are the feet
with which he walks

to do good.

Yours are the hands
with which he blesses

all the world.

Christ has no body now
but yours.

No hands, no feet
on earth but yours.

ST. TERESA OF AVILA

MARCH 28, 1515-OCTOBER 4, 1852

The 2011-12 Challenge to 
Take the Next Step

Grateful thanks to all who have 
already supported the 2012 

stewardship campaign. 

Are You New to St. Mark’s? 
Newcomer Recep• on 
Sunday, October 30

If you are new within the last year and have 
not already come to a newcomer supper, you 
are invited to an informal supper reception for 
newcomers at the rectory, the home of Peter and 
Jennifer Walsh (in the Parish House) on Sunday, 
October 30, 5:30-8:00pm. Children especially 
invited!   

Please bring a salad, side dish, or dessert to share. 
RSVP to Gloria Veeder, assistant to the clergy, at 
gveeder@stmarksnewcanaan.org.

Foundations Class Begins 
Sunday, October 30 

This is an informal, conversational class intended for 
newcomers and adults preparing for baptism or con" rmation 
but open to everyone.  

We will have 12 sessions spanning the program year. It will 
meet promptly at 11:15am in the Education Center (large 
classroom). The " rst session will be led by Mother Anne: 
“Jesus: Who Is He?”

Foundation Class Start Dates:
Unit I: Sunday, October 30
Unit II: Sunday, January 8
Unit III: Sunday, February 26
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Property Committee Report

Since our last Lion’s Roar report, a number of projects have been 
completed, advanced or have been started. The completed projects 
include:  (1) oil tank removal (with no soil contamination issues)/ 
upgrade of our boiler system: (2) the demolition of the pump house 
and relocation of the well at the Cottage; and (3) the donor recognition 
center, with lighting.

Our sound system project in the Church is continuing. While we have 
made signi! cant progress to date, we have begun Phase 2. In the latest 
phase, we will improve the overall quality of sound throughout the 
sanctuary. Our goal remains that everyone will hear every word, at 
every service, every time. This is a dif! cult assignment, considering the 
size and scope of our church, but we are con! dent, with help from our 
consultant, that we can achieve our objectives.

The newer projects include:

Youth Room. We have studied the needs for space for our young • 
people. In collaboration with Josh Hill, the Property Committee 
has considered a number of options. Currently we are seeking 
architectural assistance to work out the details of a youth space 
and what the cost implications might be. 

Church House: This project needs immediate attention. For those • 
who have ventured into the Church House, you are aware of 
the conditions there. To state it simply – the administrative area 
needs a facelift badly. The walls need repairing and painting. 
The hallways and of! ce areas need to be re-carpeted. We have 
deferred this work too long, so we are beginning to tackle this 
matter now.

Skylights: Leaks around our skylights continue to plague us. • 
We have a number of skylights – in the sanctuary, choir room, 
Morrill Hall and kitchen. While most are not critical at this point, 
the skylight in the Church is the most pressing problem.  We are 
seeking advice on how to address this situation.

Other projects on our radar include storage matters, signage, parking 
lot pot-holes, repair of the organ, trees and landscaping. As we move 
forward, additional projects will surface.

The committee continues to meet every Wednesday morning at 7:30 
a.m. These sessions are well attended and very productive. Members of 
the Property Committee are Lea Cromwell, Dean Davis, Dick DePatie, 
Scott Hobbs, David Kraemer, Chair, Paul Reiss and Catharine Sturgess.

Dick DePatie,
Parish Administrator

4000 gallon double walled ! berglass 
jacketed oil tank settles into its new home 

at St. Mark’s. 

Courtesy of Hurricane Irene, several 
unanticipated projects found their way 

onto our docket of property tasks.
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FAITH  HABITS  
OF

BUSY HOUSEHOLDS

THE DEEPEST 
N EEDS OF 

TEENS

October 1, 2011
Saturday 9-11 a.m.

October 2, 2011
Sunday 9-9:45 a.m.

October 15, 2011
Saturday 9-11 a.m.

October 16, 2011
Sunday 9-9:45 a.m.

• e Rev. Timothy Jones is 
Sr. Associate Rector of St. 
George's Episcopal Church 
in Nashville, TN. He is the 
author of several acclaimed 
books on the spiritual life, 
including • e Art of Prayer: A 
Simple Guide to Conversation 
with God; Awake My Soul, 
Practical Spirituality for Busy 
People; Workday Prayers; and 
Nurturing a Child's Soul. He 
served as general editor of the 
Spiritual Formation Bible and 
compiled and edited a book 
of unpublished writings of the 
late Henri Nouwen, entitled 
Turn My Mourning into 
Dancing. Timothy is a graduate 
of Princeton • eological 
Seminary and the School of 

• e Rev. F.  Washington ªTonyº 
Jarvis is an Episcopal priest who 
served from 1974 to 2004 as 
headmaster of • e Roxbury Latin 
School in Boston.  From1964 to 
1971, he was curate at St. Paul's 
Church in Cleveland, where he 
conducted a city-wide youth 
ministry.  His recent book, With 
Love and Prayers, a collection of 
40 addresses to students, won the 
Christopher Award for adult non-
! ction.  He frequently speaks on 
ª• e Deepest Needs of Teenagers 
and Twenty-Somethings.º    A 
graduate of St. Mark's School and 
Harvard College, he holds an 
M.A. from Cambridge University 
and an S.T.B. from the Episcopal 
• eological School and honorary 
doctorates from Bowdoin and 
Middlebury Colleges.

 S"#$%& #() A$%& *+ 
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St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
welcomes you to the fall speaker 
series> Stages and Ages of Spiritual 
Transformation.  • is is a Saturday 
and Sunday series, featuring 
acclaimed speakers presenting 
on the spiritual life of children, 
adolescents, young adults, middle 
agers, and seniors. Saturday and 
Sunday presentations are di? erent. 
Guest speakers will preach Sunday 
mornings at the @>00 and  10>00 
a.m  worship services. Admission 
is free. Complimentary childcare is 
provided for all sessions.
Come to one or both>

Saturday workshops meet in · 
our library from 9-11a.m. 
D9am for refreshments, 9>I0 for 
discussionK
Sunday classes meet in Morrill · 
Hall from 9-9:45 a.m.  

 S"#$%& #() A$%& *+                         S/353"8#: T5#(&+*5<#"3*(

• e Rev. Timothy Jones          • e Rev. Tony Jarvis                                     • e Rev. Jane Sigloh               • e
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! e Rev. Timothy Jones          ! e Rev. Tony Jarvis                                     ! e Rev. Jane Sigloh               ! e Rev. Lisa Hamilton              Sharon Ely Pearson

GROWING  OLD  
WITH  

GRACE AND  HUMOR

MIDDLE  AGE 
W ISDOM  FOR 
MIDDLE  AGERS

THE SPIRITUALITY  
OF 

CHILDREN

October 29, 2011
Saturday 9-11 a.m.

October 30, 2011
Sunday 9-9:45 a.m.

November 5, 2011
Saturday 9-11 a.m.

November 6, 2011
Sunday 9-9:45 a.m.

November 12, 2011
Saturday 9-11 a.m.

November 13, 2011
Sunday 9-9:45 a.m.

! e Rev. Jane Sigloh was 
ordained to the priesthood in 
the Diocese of Connecticut and 
served as a parish minister until 
1998. In her ªretirementº she 
is a teacher, preacher, and story 
keeper. Her recently published 
book, Like Trees Walking, is 
a series of meditations about 
growing old with grace and 
good humor. Ms. Sigloh lives 
in Charlottesville, Virginia 
with her husband where the 
two of them are laborers in 
a small home vineyard. Jane 
received an undergraduate 
degree from Sweet Briar 
College, a Masters in English 
and Creative Writing from 
Hollins University, and a 
Masters in Divinity from Yale 
Divinity School.

A writer, media producer and 
an Episcopal priest, Lisa's three 
books are Wisdom From the 
Middle Ages for Middle-Aged 
Women, Prayers to the God of 
My Life: Psalms for Morning 
and Evening, and For ! ose We 
Love But See No Longer: Daily 
O"  ces for Times of Grief. Her 
articles have appeared in ! e 
Christian Century, Episcopal Life, 
Spirituality & Health, Journal 
of Biblical Storytelling, Redbook, 
Family Circle and Women Alive.
Lisa wrote and directed the 
dvd series Pioneers of the Spirit. 
Lisa has written, produced and 
promoted for a variety of media, 
including CBS, Mister Rogers' 
Neighborhood, NPR, Episcopal 
Life Media, and Trinity Wall 
Street.  Lisa holds degrees from 
DePauw, Indiana and Yale 
Universities.  

Sharon Pearson is the Christian 
formation specialist at Church 
Publishing, Inc.  She has 
over 30 years experience in 
Christian formation at the 
parish, diocesan, provincial and 
church-wide level.  Active in 
the National Association for 
Episcopal Christian Education 
Directors (NAECED), she is a 
regular contributor to Episcopal 
Teacher magazine and has had 
articles published in Episcopal 
Life, Vestry Papers, Religious 
Products magazine and several 
academic religious journals. 
Sharon provides an e-newsletter 
for Church Publishing, Living 
IN-Formation, and is the 
architect of buildfaith.org, a 
comprehensive website for 
Christian formation leaders.   
She is a graduate of Virginia 
! eological Seminary and 
Hartford Seminary.
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The First Coffee Hour Guild Has Been Formed

Our Sunday morning Coffee Hour is a rapidly growing, 
fun part of the life of St. Mark’s. And it’s only getting 
better!

This fall, an exciting new ministry kicked off — our 
• rst Coffee Hour Guild.  It simpli• es organizing coffee 
hour, involves more parishioners, and promises a mouth-
watering variety of both healthy and indulgent goodies.

The Guild is headed by parishioner Michael Sautkulis, a 
food service professional assisted by a leadership team of 
experienced coffee hour organizers. It will call upon about 
60 individuals — both men and women -— to organize 
and host coffee hours for two consecutive Sundays a 
year. Everyone in the parish will have a chance to help or 
volunteer to bring food.

The leadership team takes care of the basics. Hosts will 
purchase a simple list of food items and recruit other 
parishioners to help set up, serve, and provide food.

Mother Anne spearheaded the new effort.  “As we have 
grown (at the rate of at least 75 households each year 
for the past 3 years),” she says, “so has our coffee hour. 
It has become a place for people to connect, to make 
new friends, and to become more deeply a part of our 
parish family. And the kids love it too — always a good 
sign!”

For the past several years, a small number of dedicated 
women has kept the coffee hour going. While their work 
was invaluable and much appreciated, this approach has 
become too dif• cult as the parish grows. 

Over the summer Mother Anne and a group of parish 
“foodies” met to brainstorm how to make coffee hour 
more do-able. The result was the Coffee Hour Guild, a 
model similar to the Altar Guild, Choir, or St. Elizabeth’s 
Guild. Parishioners who were not overly committed to 
other St. Mark’s activities were asked to host. More than 
60 people responded enthusiastically! 

“I like to think of it as a ministry-motivated model,” says 
Mother Anne.” It will involve all parts of the parish. It 
will draw us closer together. It will be practical. It will 
involve both men and women. And it will be fun.”  

Each of us can help make coffee hour even more 
successful. Come to coffee hour after the 10 a.m. 
service.  Introduce yourself and welcome guests and 
new members. Volunteer to bring food. And when a host 
asks for your help, be sure to say, “Yes!”

Michael is creating a pool of volunteers so if you would 
like to help or to know more about the Coffee Hour Guild 
you can contact him by email at mjs20@optonline.net.

St. Mark’s Sunday Morning “Iron Chef”

As the new 
Coffee 
Hour Guild 
began to 
take shape, 
the natural 
“Food Czar” 
was Michael 
Sautkulis 
who has 
nearly 
30 years 
experience in 
the hospitality 
industry. 

Michael is also a friendly and fantastic cook. We got a taste of 
his catering skills at the Jambalaya Jamboree fund-raiser dinner, 
and just recently he surprised everyone with giant bowls of 
gazpacho and vichyssoise at coffee hour.  It’s no coincidence 
that he watches “The Iron Chef” every week!

Michael and Mother Anne worked together over the summer 
to organize the Coffee Hour Guild and to create orientation 
folders.
 
“I’m building on the work others have done,” he says recognizing 
the tireless efforts of past coffee hour organizers. 

Michael’s goal has been to set up a system with step-by-step 
instructions so hosts will easily know what to do and how. It will 
begin with a kitchen tour to show where things are kept and how 
to use the oven. 

“I hope we’ll even start to see a few warm things at coffee 
hour,” he says, because once everything is in place, everyone 
can have a chance to show off. “I’d like to push the boundaries 
and to inspire more variety,” he says noting that quesadillas are 
very popular with kids. 

Michael’s expertise will be a great asset. He began his career at 
the Cornell Hotel School, worked in several high-end restaurants 
in Washington, D.C., and has been general manager of country 
clubs in Redding, Greenwich, and Long Island. He has owned 
and run a wine store and is currently making a career change into 
wine distribution.

The entire Sautkulis family has been very active at St. Mark’s 
since moving to the area 18 years ago. Jill was elected Junior 
Warden in January, is a MOC, and has served in a dozen 
different capacities. Michael works with the Youth Group and 
recently supervised teens making 30 casseroles for Meals with 
Love from St. Mark’s. Their children Richie, 15, and Katherine, 
13, are active Youth Group members and acolytes.

- Lois Sandberg

Coffee Hour hosts:(l to r) Jill Sautkulis, Rick 
and Lia DeNey and Coffee Hour Guild chair, 

Michael Sautkulis. 
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save the date: friday, november 4  at  6:30pm

If you are interested in donating items of value to the 

silent auction, please contact Cyra Borsy at cyraq@aol.com

Taizé Eucharist and Pilgrimage 
Information Session
Sunday, November 13    5-6:30pm

Each year, all members of the EYC are 
encouraged to 
embark on a 
journey into 
the depths of 
their souls 
by making 
a spiritual 
pilgrimage 
to the 

internationally renowned Taizé 
monastery in Taizé, France. Those 
who make the journey are transformed 
by the depth of their interactions with 
God in Christ and with their fellow 
pilgrims from all over the world.   

We will • y to Paris for two days of 
touring while our bodies adjust to the 
time zone change.  Then we travel 
to the monastery for six sacred days 
of singing, prayer, silence, listening, 
laughing, and seeing the world anew in 
the light of love.   

Consider this endorsement from 2011 
pilgrim Nathalie DeNey (then 9th), “We 
all discovered a certain inner tranquility 
and security with whom we are in 
God’s eyes that just can’t be achieved 
in the midst of our busy lives here in 
New Canaan.”  
 
Find out more about this year’s 
pilgrimage at the Taizé Eucharist on 
Sunday, November 13 at 5pm and at 
the info session in the Library right 
after the service.    A simple meal (a la 
Taize) will be provided.  

The trip costs $2000, all inclusive Schol-
arships are available upon private request.  
To register, submit a non-refundable de-
posit of $500 to the parish of• ce.  Checks 
payable to St. Mark’s, memo: Taizé 
(youth).  Contact Josh with questions. Three times each day, everything stops on the hill of Taizé: the work, the 

Bible studies, the small-group discussions. The bells call everyone to the 
church for prayer. 
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The St. Mark’s Choir Sings Fauré ’s Requiem on All Saints’ Sunday

On November 6th,  the St. Mark’s Choir and Orchestra will present a special concert for the 
Sunday of All Saints. Brian-Paul Thomas leads the ensemble in a performance of Gabrielle 
Fauré’s timeless Requiem for chorus, orchestra and soloists. Also on the program is Fauré’s 
less frequently heard Messe Basse for women’s voices,organ and soprano. Mary Petro is 
soloist and Mark Swicegood will be the guest organist. A donation to offset expenses will 
be requested at the door.

Fifteen members of the St. Mark’s Choir (The Chester Schola), plus ! ve “ambassadors,” 
journeyed to Chester, England on July 7 for a week-long residency in the cathedral in that 
historic city, which is located in the northwest region of England, not far from the border 

with Wales.

Chester Cathedral began as a Benedictine monastery more than 
a thousand years ago and has been a special place of prayer 
and pilgrimage ever since.  It was dedicated to Werburga, the 
daughter of a Saxon king, who renounced her royal status and 
became an abbess over all the nuns in the realm.  She is said to 
have performed many miracles to alleviate sickness, trouble, 
pain and personal problems but is best known for miraculously restoring to life a goose that had 
been stolen and eaten.  St. Werburga’s likeness is captured in a lovely stained-glass window in the 
cathedral cloister.

The English choral tradition is maintained in Chester Cathedral: the resident choir, including boy 
and girl choristers and lay clerks (adult males), sings eight services a week (Choral Evensong, 
daily except Wednesday, plus the Cathedral Eucharist, Mattins [sung Morning Prayer] and Choral 
Evensong on Sunday).  That is the schedule the St. Mark’s choir followed. Each Evensong repertoire 

included intoned Preces (short prayers or petitions) and Responses; intoned appointed Psalms; a setting of the Magni! cat and Nunc 
dimittis; and an anthem.  The Eucharistic service included elements of Haydn’s 
Missa Brevis as well as two anthems.

Every day began with rehearsal in the Cathedral’s Choir School, a purpose-built 
suite of rooms located on the original site of the monks’ dormitory.  Afterward, the 
group enjoyed outings to places of interest in both England and Wales.  There was 
also free time to explore the rich history of the city of Chester, originally a Roman 
fortress which is still completely surrounded by a wall that is totally walkable.  
There was another rehearsal in late afternoon to prepare for Evensong, which was 

offered at 5:30 p.m.

Everyone in the group—singers and 
ambassadors alike—was well-pleased 
with the experience.  Canon Chris 
Humphries, the Precentor (the cleric who 
directs the choral services of the Cathedral) 
af! rmed this in a letter to Brian-Paul Thomas, St. Mark’s Choirmaster and Organist: “…
We do thank you most sincerely for the preparation you put in.  The skill and enthusiasm 
of your singers and musicians was much appreciated and greatly enhanced our worship…
Please pass on the thanks of the whole Cathedral community to everyone concerned.”

Choir members participating included 
sopranos Alison Gruseke, Emily Kelting, 
Mary Petro and Cassia Ward; altos Ann 
Fuller, Eloise Killeffer, Ellen Robinson 
and Judy Stephan; tenors Jack Donahue, 

George Friesen, Raud Johnson and Jeremy Reifsnyder; and basses Chris Gruseke, 
John Layng and Bob Stephan.  Ambassadors included Lynn Donahue, Ann Hagen, 
Richard Keith, Ditte Reifsnyder and Margo Sisson.

---Eloise Killeffer

Water of Life Fountain at the Garth 
Garden in Chester Cathedral

The High Altar at Chester Cathedral

BP Thomas, our dapper 
Dickensian director. 

Ann Fuller and Eloise Killeffer 
warming up for Evensong. 

Many Thanks to the all our choir trip 
photographers who chronicled and cap-
tured the diverse sights and memories of 
our time in England.  Special thanks to 
Judy Stephan for compiling the photos 
into a memorable dvd with a glorious 
soundtrack. 
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           2011-2012 Music at St. Mark’s 

November 6 5pm        All Saints' Concert 
December 9 8pm       Handel's Messiah with reception
December 18 5pm       Christmas Lessons and Carols
December 24 9:30pm       Candlelight Music of Christmas with 
              West Point Brass Quartet, organ & 
choir
  10pm       Candlelight Service with Carols
February 26 5pm       Choral Evensong
March 25 5pm       Spring Concert
April 7  8pm       Easter Vigil with choir
April 8  9 & 11am               The Glory of Easter,  services with brass, 
                                            tympani, organ and choir
April 10 8pm       Chanticleer Concert
May 13  10am       Mother's Day Women and Girls Chorale
June 17  10am       Father's Day Men and Boys Chorale

Presents . . .  

Musica
 eonis

P

Mu
      eeeeeeeeeeeeeo
Mu

May Fair 2012   

May Fair needs space to store do-
nated White Elephant furniture and 
items until May.  If you can spare 
room in a garage, barn, or storage 
area until May Fair, please let us 
know.  Many thanks to Michelle and 
Dan Ernst for offering the loft in 
their garage! 

May Fair also needs volunteers 
to help with White Elephant fur-
niture pickup - any amount of 
time is welcome.  Please let Dick 
DePatie know how you can help. 
(203.966.4515x112/rdepatie@
stmarksnewcanaan.org). 

At this time, we welcome the dona-
tion of books, CDs, DVDs, and re-
cords to the church house foyer.  To 
arrange for a pickup of other items, 
please call the church of" ce. 

Faithbook and Directory Photos

Keep sending those beautiful Faith-
book and Directory pictures.  Let us get 
to know you!    Give us a call if you’re 
not sure we have your photo.  Send to: 
rmorrill@stmarksnewcanaan.org

Find Us & Like Us & Join Us:

St. Mark’s FB Page:

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, New 
          Canaan, CT

St. Mark’s Youth FB Page:

St. Mark’s Episcopal Youth Community

The Blessing 

of the 

Animals
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Dear Friends of St. Mark’s Nursery School, 

I am so excited to be writing to you all as the new director of the Nursery School! 
The doors have opened to another school year and already the children have 
adjusted nicely to the routines. 

As fall begins, I can’t help but re• ect on the carefree and lazy days of summer  
with my three boys with fondness. Dr. Ned Hallowell describes in his book, 
Human Moments: How to Find Meaning and Love in Your Everyday Life, how 
important those days are:

“The basic ingredients of a happy life are simple. They include friends 
and neighbors; relatives; some work you like; perhaps some pets; 
a club, or a church, or a team; maybe a garden or other passionate 
pastime or hobby; maybe a good book or a movie; and some hopes 
and memories, too. To relish the full pleasure of these connections, we 
have to delve deeply into them and make the most of them. We have to 
nourish them so they become as strong as they possibly can be.”

I hope you were all able to " nd these “ingredients” this summer with your 
children. I know it always seems to go so fast, but hold onto the memories, keep 
the connections strong, and continue to make more as your children grow and 
reach new milestones in their lives. 

Wonderful as those lazy days are, if you are like me, many of you are also happy to 
have some routine back in your life, 
as hard as it is to get back into! The 
need for a schedule is as important to 
the children as it is to the adults. 

As I visited the classrooms these past 
two weeks, the children were so settled 
and clearly seem to be embracing the 
new school year. I look forward to 
watching their con" dence develop and 
independence grow. I eagerly await 
their smile as they go across the zip line 
alone or put a puzzle together for the " rst time. This is such an exciting time in both the 

children’s lives as well as their parents’. 

We had a beautiful day for our family picnic this year. The children reconnected with old friends and reached out to the new 
students in the school. They were able to get a ride on Old Faithful, an 
antique " re truck, or if they preferred a pony, Pied Piper brought two 
sweet ones for the young riders in the group. The big excitement of 
course was the ice cream truck, loaded with favorites for everyone!

We have three new teachers this year, Adriana Straszky joins Diane Landri 
in the fours class, Alicia Lowitz is Cornelia Marder’s new assistant in the 
threes and after moving Katie Lauten to a head teacher position, in the 
other threes class, Debbie de la Rivera works at her side! Our children 
are in great hands with this loving and dedicated staff. 

Please stop in anytime to say hello! 

Blessings,
Sally Farrell

 S t  M a r k s  N u r s e r y  S c h o o l

children’s lives as well as their parents’. 

Early Enrollment & Open House 
2012-2013 School Year

Beginning November 1st, SMNS will 
accept early enrollment applications 
from the following prospective stu-
dents: current students entering the 4s 
program next year, siblings of current 
students and alumni, and St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church parishioners. The 
deadline for submission of early enroll-
ment applications is December 1, 2011. 
Complete applications submitted prior 
to the December 1st deadline will be 
given preference in acceptance. Appli-
cations are available at the Church Of-
" ce and online at www.smns.org. 

           Open Houses & Tours
Monday Nov. 14, 10-11am (NS of! ce)
Thursday Dec. 1, 10-11am (NS of! ce)
Monday Dec. 5, 7-8:30pm (NS Library)

If you are unable to attend any of the 
open house events, please contact Di-
rector Sally Farrell to schedule an ap-
pointment to tour the school.

Applications are available at the Church 
Of" ce and online at www.smns.org. 
Please visit our website or contact Di-
rector Sally Farrell at (203) 972-7888 
for further enrollment details.
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Handmade Jewelry Trunk Show at the Lion’s Den

The Lion’s Den Book & Gift Store at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in New 
Canaan, is pleased to present KJK Jewelry and designer and CEO Katherine 
Kornblau on Sunday, October 23, 2011.  Ms. Kornblau will present a Trunk 
Show in Morrill Hall from 11 am to 1 pm, and again from 4 pm to 7 pm.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  The public is welcome.

KJK Jewelry was established in 1985 by Katherine Kornblau and since that time, 
Katherine has evolved from selling handmade jewelry from her little red wagon 
by the beach into one of the most versatile and respected jewelry designers in her 
industry today. Expanding on a lifelong love of global art and culture, Katherine 
spent time in Lima, Peru, Guadalajara, Mexico and studied at the Ecole de Louvre 
in Paris while completing her Art History degree at Oberlin College. Her inter-
national education and interests are re• ected in her designs and are ever popular 
with museums and art galleries both nationally and internationally. 

“Our mission is to provide museums with beautiful, culturally speci• c jewelry 
designed to complement their exhibitions. To this end, we have searched the 
world and reference material, to bring you designs that re• ect our world’s rich 
cultural diversity and a variety of historical eras,” says the designer. 

The studio and the showroom of KJK Jewelry, Inc. are located on Madison 
Avenue, one block away from the Empire State Building. All aspects of business, from initial design through production to 
shipping, occur in the New York studio. Each piece of jewelry is carefully designed by Katherine before being handcrafted 
by her and her skilled staff. Utmost attention is paid to the quality and the detail of each piece. Being hand made in the USA 
enables KJK to precisely match the customer’s needs. It also enables KJK to continuously expand their product line and to 
promptly meet customer deadlines.

Lion’s Den Annual
 Pre -Holiday Sale

OCTOBER  2ND  - 31ST

                                         
9AM  - 1PM                               

SUNDAYS -THURSDAYS

SILENT  AUCTION  ITEM
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Dedication for Habitat Condominiums Save the Date! 

Habitat CFC and Community Bridgebuilders are pleased to 
report that a date has been set for the • rst set of dedications 
of the West Main Street Complex.  On Saturday, November 
19th in the afternoon, four units in Building A will be dedi-
cated.  Watch for more details and  mark your calendars now 
so you will be able to join us in celebrating with our partner 
families. 

Community Bridgebuilders (CB), now has 18 member 
churches (including recent additions of United Methodist 
New Canaan and First Presbyterian New Canaan)  and has 
reached our goal of raising over $250,000 for Habitat’s Stam-
ford project, becoming the project’s largest sponsor.   Work 
will be complete on the Building B next spring.  A total of eight Habitat families will live in the West Main Commons 
condominiums, including one that is handicap accessible.  West Main Commons is located on the corner of West Main 
and Spruce Street, Stamford.  Coalition volunteers have also worked on Habitat’s projects in Bridgeport.  Planning is 
underway for coalition activities following completion of West Main Commons.  

Please note, that Habitat CFC is still in search of a family for the handicap accessible home unit in Building B.  If you know 
of a family who has a member with a disability that may bene• t from Habitat’s program model, please encourage them to 
contact Habitat’s of• ce to learn more by calling 203-333-2642 x114.

Volunteer opportunities for St. Mark’s are announced periodically in church media.  St. Mark’s just sponsored a weekend 
in September and a speci• c new date is not scheduled yet.  Any volunteer interested in being noti• ed of upcoming work 
days for St. Mark’s should contact George Wright, St. Mark’s Bridgebuilder’s volunteer coordinator.  (gw4@pips.com)

West Main Street Commons condo complex in Stamford 
on West Main and Spruce Streets.  

Lapham Volunteers Feed the Seniors

Our sincerest thanks to everyone who helped St. Mark’s feed 
the seniors during the month of September at the Lapham Com-
munity Center: Joan Brode, Marge Bruno, Molly DePatie, Jude 
Halleran, Ellie McMahon, Janet Prill, Sara Smith, Marge Stein, 
and Amanda Sutton and our Lapham Center Cooking Ministry 
heads: Kit Devereaux and Judy Webb. 

Firewood for Sale: Full & Partial Cords

The Gospel Garden is currently taking 
orders for full, half and quarter cords of split 
and seasoned hardwoods.  A local provider 
will deliver and stack (for an additional fee) 
your order and donate 10% to the Gospel 
Garden. Contact the church of• ce to place 
your order. 

Full Cords - $250 
Half Cords - $150
Quarter Cords- $75 
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Baptism Dates

†   All Saints’ Day    Sunday,  Nov. 6  2011           10:00 a.m

†   Baptism of Our Lord           10:00 a.m

†   Easter Vigil     Saturday April 7, 2012           8:00 p.m.

†   Pentecost     Sunday,  May 27, 2012         10:00 a.m

At St. Mark’s, we celebrate Baptism on the feast days 
listed above.   For information, please call the church of! ce 
and if you want to schedule a baptism be sure to call several 

ts’ Day    Sunday,  Nov. 6  2011        

of Our Lord      Sunday, Jan. 8, 2012       

igil     Saturday April 7, 2012      y

ost     Sunday,  May 27, 2012     

 Mark’s, we celebrate Baptism on the fea
ve.   For information, please call the chu
 want to schedule a baptism be sure to c

weeks before the desired date. 

ST . M ARK ’ S PARISH  REGISTER

SUMMER//FALL  2011

MARRIAGES

Angela Margaret Little and Nicholas Claude Colabella

Sheila Marie McInerney and Enrique

Hadley Cochran Cotter and Ryan Stephen Schafer

MEMORIAL SERVICES

Catherine “Kitty” Ticknor Brinckerhoff

Caleb Brokaw

Carl Willam Lawton

Sara “Sally” Frost Perkins

Marilyn Thompson Taber

All Saints’ Sunday Reading of the 
Necrology

On All Saints’ Sunday (November 6) 
we traditionally read the necrology, a 
listing of the year’s faithful departed, 
at both the 8am and 10am services. 

Please send us the names of those 
loved ones who have died over the 
past year if you would like their names 
included in the remembrance.  Names 
should be sent to Thea in the of! ce:      
               203.966.4515x111  
   tmcgee@stmarksnewcanaan.org 

All Saints of Trier (Treves) Icon in the 
Blandine-Merten-Kapelle, Trier, Germany.
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Weekly Service Times

8:00 a.m.          Rite I Holy Eucharist

     5:00 p.m.        Evening Holy Eucharist II 

10:00 a.m.          Rite II Choral Holy Eucharist    Sunday

      9:30 a.m.           Holy Eucharist II with HealingWednesday
      

                        Printed on recycled paper.

      8:00 a.m.           Meditation    Saturday

             
BLESSING OF THE GOBLINS

October 30 at the 10:00 Service

         Pre-K and Elementary School   
Children are invited to come to 

church in your Halloween costume for 
an All Hallow•s Eve (Eve) blessing.  

Please donate canned or boxed 
food to the Food Pantry as your 

trick or treat!


