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To the St. Mark’s Parish Family:

I would like to share some good news with you. As of this newsletter, the pledges received for the Go and Grow Cam-
paign total $1,018,050 or 72% of the Annual Stewardship Goal, and $3,834,296 or 70% of the Endowment/Capital Goa
That the Campaign has been so successful so far is very exciting. Another sign of progress for our community is the
scaffolding that surrounds the bell tower and the many workers who are on site busily repairing it — truly a sign of new
life and renewal at St. Mark’s.

Heartfelt thanks goes to each of you who have
given generously to the Campaign and who have
graciously received a Campaign caller into your
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home. Sixty intrepid parishioners have put their
love for St. Mark’s into action by offering to be
callers. Their hope is to spend some time with

each of our 413 parish households so that every-
one can hear the Go and Grow Story. We have
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61 Extraordinary Years of May Fair Continues!
A Celebrason of 600 Volunteers

Once every year, hundreds of volunteers come together to mak
miracle of May Fair a reality. This year on May 8th, St. Mark’s |
on its 61st annual Ma
Fair & Strawberry Festi-
val - the biggest one da
fair in Connecticut - draw-
ing thousands from Ne .
Canaan and beyond t g )t
celebrate a sense of co ) '

Inside this issue:

Go and Grow Message 1,2
May Fair Update 15
Spiritual Emphasis Response 2

Conlrmation 3 munity, have fun, scorg

Bell Tower Update 4  some great merchandise

Memorial Day Weekend 4 and raise money for charity. For six decades this fair has been a town-wide even
Youth Mission Trip 6 but it’'s only in recent years that the numbers have become staggering. Nearly 60(
Adult Ed 7 volunteers, many of whom are not parishioners but are “May Fair people” year in
Gospel Garden 8 and year out, work for months beforehand and in a frenzy the week of the event, tc
s Leoris 9 pull off the amazing day. Over $220,000 was raised that day - 5% more than last
Camp Raf"e 10 year - r_ne_aning that, after expenses, over $100,000 will go to St. Mark’s Outreach
Alejandro Escovedo 11 Commission to fund non-prolt causes at home and afar.

Bridgebuilders 12 There were many new ventures this year. For the Irst time ever the fair ran until
Nursery School Event 13 7 pm and to accommodate those tuckered-out fairgoers, we offered home cooket
Volunteer Needs L specialty foods to go, including brisket, whole chickens, corn and more. A focus
Parish Register 15 .

Parish Picnic 16 (continued on page 5)
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Spiritual Emphasis Responds to the Go and Grow Campaign

When the 2010 Go and Grow Campaign was organized, a Spiritual Em-
phasis Committee was formed to identify and implement ways in which to
support the Campaign spiritually. One of the needs identieed was the clarie-
cation of the spiritual nature of giving. Parishioner Micaela Porta, a member
of the Spiritual Emphasis Committee, has written the following piece, giving
her personal perspective on how the outward act of giving is intertwined with
the inner spiritual process — Charlene Berardino

Money is a mundane necessity, whereas the gifts | receive from being part
of a spiritual community are vast, special, mysterious. How to reconcile the
two realities?

The internal work that happens in me and through church—spiritual work
that | take upon myself with the guidance of clergy and support of my con-

gregation—is indeed diflcult to quantify. What, then, does my spiritual de-

velopment “cost,” when | already know its value is priceless?

It costs a whole lot more than money, that's for sure. Spiritual work—that
wish to orient myself toward something larger, toward a life made full with Miki Porta, her husband Victor Alvarez and

God, love, engagement, a sense of purpose and awareness of being

—_detheir sons joined St. Mark’s in January.

mands a lot from me. | listen, see myself, and often need to let go, and not

just of the things | want to let go of. My cozy notions of how it works in the

world I've constructed (or inherited) are observed by me without judgmg

over and over again, in order to see what is . . . and what isn't. This $e

awareness | need to follow Christ exacts major payment, a price | call “ir]
practice.” This is the heavy lifting, the work that comes with great, grug
ing effort, the work | don’t usually want to do, but truly must if I'm serio\
about living the best life | can. It might mean locating compassion in my4
for someone who was rude to me, or doing something to help someone \
I'm not in the mood, or admitting to myself that | am just as deeply "aw
as those | look down on. Ultimately, it's about getting beyond the impul
of “l want” and “l don’t want”, “I like” and “I don't like,” beginning to resist
being carried away by reactions all the time and trying more forcefully tg
a real grown-up.

Part of my “outer practice” includes that ubiquitous element, money—hpw

| earn and spend it, share and think about it. | give out of concern and g

mitment, out of generosity and a genuine desire to help others, but alsg as

spiritual work, a combined exercise in faith and detachment—a letting
so to speak, not just of material wealth but of the perceived security
arises from it. This is a very personal thing, | know, but for me that cheg
write has to hurt a little; if not, | know it's not enough. With amazing rapi
ity, the gray matter calculates what | believe | can afford to give. | sit. W|
Sensing that the initial amount would be too easy, | press on and give a
more.

This is just my way. Surely others have devised strategies to best help

in their search. But one thing we can all agree on is that the internal
external are parts of the same whole, each supporting the other. In our
no effort is wasted.

Or, to put it another way, | get what | give.

nT];[\/Iessage from Our
ner Go and Grow Chair

o- (from front page)

S received many, many comments from pa-

elfrishioners about how much they have en-

vhgayed chatting with their callers and shar-

h( ing both their enthusiasm about our parish

sesand their hopes for what we might be in the
future.

beys you have not yet pledged, you will soon
receive Go and Grow information and
pledge cards in the mail. Please complete
them and return them to the parish oflce

om- : .
as soon as possible. The stewardship sea-

D

Bdn is coming to an end, and as a commu-
90nity we want everyone engaged in this ef-
thafort to support the ministry of St. Mark’s.

K ILet's bring this sterling effort to a fantastic
0- close.

it
iméLike living stones, let yourselves be built

into a spiritual house, to be a holy priest-

hood...You are God’s own people...that you
hefay proclaim the mighty acts of him who
an@alled you out of darkness into his marvel-
JorRUS light.” (1 Peter 2:5, 9)

Faithfully,

- Micaela Porta

Tom Berardino, Campaign Chair
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CONFIRMATION AT Sr. MaRK’s

May 15, 2010

Congratulations to the conermands of St. Mark’s and St. Stephen’s, Ridge-eld
St. Mark’s Conermands St. Mark’s Mentors

Colin Paul Ahrens David Moran
Catherine Marguerite Atherton Wendy Hilboldt

Natalie Celina Borsy
Sydney Phillips Boston
Emily Tracy Brand

Liliana Marie Brown
Delaney Elizabeth Davidson
Nathalie Eastman DeNey
Robert Anthony Forese
Allison Lang Frattaroli
Henry James Perot Greer
Cameron Galloway Haines
Isabel Jane Hetherington
Alexandra Ann LaShelle
Meghan Fox Miller

Mary Dalton Pivirotto
Lindsay Elizabeth Shanley
Michael Carter Sztorc
Graham Sutherland Wagner
Margaret Anne Williamson
Avery Barnes Wrenn

Estella Haines
Amanda Sutton
Nancy McSorley
Karin Kyles

Patti Chamberlin
Melanie Moyna
Stan March
Phyllis Kidder
Clif McFeeley
David Park
Katie Roach
Mariko LeBaron
Jill Ernst

Margot Thorsheim
Jan Maynes
Josh Hill

Rick Pivirotto
Mother Anne
Estella Haines




Community Service at St. Matk’sBell Tower Repair Is Well Underway!

on
Memorial Day Weekend

Memorial Day Sunday Commu
nity Service is at St. Mark’s during
our regular 10:00 service. The Re
erend Harold E. Masback, Ill, Se
nior Minister of the Congregational
Church, will preach; celebrating wil

be Mother Anne Richards; assisting

clergy include the Reverends Pay
E. Gilmore, Pastor and Katherine A.

Stanford, Interim Associate Pastor ¢f

the First Presbyterian Church.

The combined choirs of St. Mark’s,
Congregational and 1st Presbyt
rian will sing favorite hymns; Dr.
Jo Deen (“Jody”) Blaine Davis
organist from the Congregational
Church will play selections from
Dan Locklair's Rubrics (A Liturgi-
cal Suite for Organ)for the pre-
lude and Variations on “America’
by Charles Ives for the postlude.
festive coffee hour is planned wit
the beloved Town Band playing o
the plaza.
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We are pleased to report that the work
on the Bell Tower is moving along on
schedule and should be completed by
the middle of July — assuming we don't
encounter any extensive weather delays.
This past harsh winter did impact the
tower somewhat, causing some addi-
tional cracks in the facade. The structure
itself, however, remains sturdy and is in
no danger of further deterioration.

We are also having work done on the

carillon. The last time the carillon was

renovated was in 1982. The carillon

components have been removed and shipped by the Verdin Company to Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. Many intricate repairs will be performed there, bringing the
carillon back to its original quality. When the work is completed, the carillon
will be returned and reinstalled in the Bell Tower.

In addition, we have evalu-

ated the lightning protection

system and found we need to
update that system. Bids for
this work have been received
and we are in the process of
selecting a contractor.

Our objective is to coordi-
nate all this activity so that
we can maximize the use of equipment now on our campus. A perfect ex-
ample is the scaffolding that can be utilized by many of our contractors. It
won't be much longer before the project is 'nished, and once again the Bell
Tower and carillon will be a focal point of our community. (An “a pealing”
one at that")

Father’'s Day Men and Boys Choir
June 20, 9am Rehearsal — 10am Service

Brian-Paul Thomas invites all the men of the parish- boys,
dads, grandpas, uncles - to be a part of this wonderful annual
tradition on Father’s Day. You don't have to read music or
even be able to sing to partake; a one hour rehearsal at 9:00,
will get you singing hymns and anthems at 10:00 to the
delight of the parish.
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The Many Faces of May Fair
(from front page)
on quality plus the option of home de-
livery doubled the gross sales for furni-
turethis year. We also inaugurated use
of strategic partnerships to augment
services; Habitat for Humanity took
over parcel check, St. Mark’s Nursery
School reinvented the face painting
booth adding all kinds of extras like
tattoos, hair beading and other modes

of fashion statement for the littlest

guests. Pivot Ministries not only man
aged setup, but also performed with it
choir to an enthusiastic audience. An
the Boy Scouts took responsibility fo
tear down and clean up.

May Fair is quintessentially New Ca-
naan - a once-a-year event where virtl-

ally everyone comes together to hav

fun while raising an enormous amount
of money for charity. None of that

could have been possible without the
generous donations of goods and time
of so many friends and neighbors and
we are eternally grateful. Until next

year.

Peter V. Daniel,
Chairman, May Fair 2010




Summer Mission Trip To New Orleans

Support our Sr. High Youth group on
its summer mission trip to New Or-
leans! Come to the Jambalaya Jam-
boree on Friday, June 11, 6:30-8:30
p.m.

On June 26, twenty of our Senior

Highs and chaperones under the
leadership of Josh Hill will be rebuilding homes in the Broad-
moor section that were destroyed by Hurricane Katrina; this
is an ongoing community effort by the Diocese of Louisiana’s
Episcopal Community Services and the Jericho Road Project.
Jericho Road Episcopal Housing Initiative of New Orleans
is a neighborhood-based nonprost homebuilder that provides
families with healthy and energy-efecient affordable housing
opportunities. It was founded in part by Episcopal Relief and
Development. (www.jerichohousing.org)

We will be working and lodging at Annunciation Mission
alongside three other Episcopal youth groups from McLean,
Virginia; Austin, Texas; and St. Louis, Missouri. The trip is a
great opportunity for our young people to grow with one an-
other while serving Christ and locating themselves within the
national Episcopal Church. We will be traveling from June
26 - July 3. Please pray for our missioners.

The cost of the dinner is $40 adults/$25 kids/optional $100

max family. If you’d like to reserve your spot early, pre-pay to

the church ofece, MEMO: Jambalaya or let the church ofece know you’re coming and pay at the door. If you cannot
go to the dinner but would like to support the trip, please pray. Then, consider making a love offering, MEMO: New
Orleans.

Jambalaya Jamboree Door Prizes Needed

Door Prizes needed for our Jambalaya Fundraiser! Can you donate an
Emeril Cookbook, some NO Saints’ Sports Gear, a Cajun restaurant gift
certiecate, a Mardi Gras mask, a Gumbo Gift Basket? Or come up with
your own French Quarter favorite. And how about one big Super Prize?

Can you donate a weekend at your vacation home or some other excit-

ing idea? Contact Nancy McSorley:

203-966-0426 / nancymcsorley@optonline.net.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Laura Ahrens and
Father Peter at Conermation on
Saturday, May 15.
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Adult Education and Weekly Worship
Monday Morning Class: May 17,24, June 7 and 14; 9:15A1Mi@0arnary

“A Month of Psalms,” led by parishioner Alison Gruseke, who is a PhD candidate in the Department of Reli-
gious Studies in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament at Yale Divinity School. She is a former Senior Warden at St.
Mark’s.

Come explore the literary artistry and spiritual truths of the psalms. All are welcome. Childcare provided
upon advanced request by contacting the church oflce: 203.966.4515x111 / tmcgee@stmarksnewcanaan|.org

Service of Holy Eucharist Rite 1l with Healing Wednesday Mornings at 9:30 a.npeh the cha
Wednesday Morning Class Wednesday mornings 10-11a.m. in the Educg!on Ce

Bishop Grein leads a class on the Apocalyptic literature. Currently the class is reading the Book of Daniel|
Everyone welcome.
Wednesday Morning Summer Class Begins Wednesday, June 9; 10:00-11:00 a.m. in|the lib

”

Summer Class lead by Mother Anne; we will be reading the spiritual classic: St. Augustine’s “Confessions

Copies are in the Lion’s Den. Let Mother Anne know if you need child care. This class will meet every

Wednesday throughout the summer. Come occasionally or come every time - everyone welcome.
Summer Sunday Morning Class Begins Sunday, June 20; 9-9:45 a.m. |n the |

The preacher of the day will lead a Bible Study based on the day’s lectionary readings. We will meet each
Sunday in the library. No need to prepare ahead of time; childcare provided in the nursery wing.

Contact the Church Ofece if you would like more information: 203.966.4515 / tmcgee@stmarksnewcanaan.org

VUCA Series

The year long Sunday morning 9 a.m.
VUCA Series will be drawing to a close
on June 13. Our thanks to all the speak-
ers who presented Sunday mornings and
to everyone who !lled Morrill Hall each
week.

There are DVDs of many of the pre-
sentations available - please contact the
church oflce.

There is no VUCA presentation on the
Memorial Day Weekend.

June 6: Bishop Grein leads a presenta-
tion on Ecclesiology.

June 13: Father Peter conducts the VUCA

Wrap-Up Class.
VUCA speaker Jeff Fager presenting “The Last Patriarch” a 60 Minutes seg-

ment on the leader of 300 million Orthodox Christians who presides in Turkey,
a country that is 99% Muslim.



The Little Garden That Grew. . . and Grew . . . and Grew

God also said: “See, | give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth and every
tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your foofiGenesis 1:29)

The Gospel Garden has branched into new territory - a fruit orchard is being created.
Early this spring a 75 x 75 foot parcel of land adjacent to the garden was cleared for
dwarf pear, apple and plum trees that should bear fruit next summer. Approximately
25 trees will be planted.

“The need at the Food Pantry is so much greater these days, it is our hopes to have a
bumper crop of fresh produce for the cli-
entele this summer,” said Brian Hollstein.

Over the winter while the earthworms

were working their subterranean magic,

our Gospel Gardeners: John Cromwell,

Brian Hollstein and Emily Kelting were wriggling their way into new initiatives

for the garden. Grants have been submitted to fund a retaining wall at the base

of “Zucchini Hill.” Brian Hollstein is working on his Master Gardener Certi!-

cate which will allow him to lecture, demonstrate and assist with horticultural

research projects. Eagle Scout project by Nils Anderson which will yield a new

"agstone walk way on the east and south sides of the garden. For her Girl Scou

Silver Award project, Janet Girardi designed a software system to keep track of
what has been planed and also a detailed electronic time line for garden management. To power the computer that wil
this software, a photo-voltaic cell will be installed on the roof of the shed.

Thanks to the many groups who provided tremendous
man-power this spring: SLOBS (Service League of
Boys from NC High School) who did much digging and
planting and will split the downed trees for !rewood;
the Senior Men who built raised beds; the Jr. Hi. Youth
Group who helped clear the orchard area; the Nursery
School and the Star Program who sowed the seed. We
welcome and appreciate all those who would like to dig
in. Contact the church oflce if you would like more
information, 203.966.4515.

As Father Peter blessed the garden on our celebration

of Earth Sunday and the choir lifted its voice we heard

these wordsMay this Gospel Garden be a blessing for generations to come, feeding those who labor and those who eat
with sustenance for mind, body, and soul, through Jesus Christ our Lord.. Amen

Cub Scout Pack #70 ready to join the procession into
church on Sunday, April 18th as we honored the 100th
Anniversary of Scouting in the USA.
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Musical Notes of Thanks

Many thanks to all the parishioners who attended the St. Mark’s Chorale and Orchestra concert on Sunday, May 23rd.
In May there are so many things which compete
for attention and attendance, and so it was won-
derful to see many of our own in the audience.
The chorus performed with both gusto and el-
egance, and the orchestra was wonderful. In ad-
dition members of St. Mark's Brass performed
selections based on patriotic themes including
America the Beautiful, and the songs which rep-
resent each of the branches of our military. John
Phillips Sousa’s Washington Post March was also
met with great enthusiasm.

This was the last event of the Musica Leonis
2009-2010 concert season. The 2010-2011 season
will begin with a concert in the fall. After much
d'SCUS.S'On about resources both -nan0|al and hgfunday’s performance of Mozart Mass in C and Chamber Music.
man, it has been decided not to continue the sum-
mer concerts at this time. Most are unaware of the

costs related to the concerts, which require signiecantly more remuneration paid to the artists than years ago when
series erst began. The number in attendance has not grown, and the series has continued to operate at a *nancial loss
time when our limited resources could be applied to other musical events during the regular season. We hope that there

be other opportunities to picnic and enjoy our renowned carillon after it has been refurbished and put back into position

-- Brian-Paul Thomas

About Joe Kelly -- A Thank you! End of Year Sale at the Lion’s Den

After 8 years of faithful service, Joe Kelly is Stop by the Den for our annual summer sale:
retiring as a Sun-
day morning Lay
Reader/Lector.
As his last lector-
al duty this past
Sunday, May 23,
he read, Acts 2:1-
21, truly one of

the longest read-
ings for the year. Thank you for your patronage and please

do not hesitate to call Melanie if you need
an item, card or book off-season.

25% off on all items!

The Den will remain
open on Sundays through June and July
from9a.m.to 1l p.m.
Our last week of regular business hours is the
week of June 6th.

When Joe isn't reading at St. Mark’s he is

busy organizing men to read to elementary
school children through a program called:

Touch The Future. Each year over the last
six years, he has found 45 different readers
for this important, reading program.

Regular business hours will resume in September.
Please call 966-3838 to make an appointment.

Enjoy your summer and we hope to see you soon at

Thank you, Joe, for your service to St. The Lion’s Den.
Mark’s and to the New Canaan community.
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Camp Hand-in-Hand Rafee Prize

This intricate 2 %2 x 3 foot needlepoint wool rug featuring vegetables from a
garden was stitched by 10 women from 3 states and 5 houses of worship over
two years. This collaborative effort is being donated as a rafee prize bene-ting
Camp Hand-in-Hand. Rafee tickets are $5 and all canvas, *bers, and ¢nishing
were donated so 100% of the ticket sales benest the camp. Tickets are avail-
able in the church ofece or at church on Sundays; the drawing will be held

in the evening on June 6 at the reception following the Alejandro Escovedo
Concert.

Stitchers: Trisha Albus (St. Aloysius Roman Catholic Church, NC), Ann Fuller

(St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, NC), Beatrice Grubs (St. Luke’s Episcopal

Church, Darien), Linda Harper (New Canaan), Erin Jospe (Temple Shalom,

Newton, MA), Sheila McMann (St. Mark’s), Susan O’Brien (St. Aloysius),

Mary Runestad (St. Michael's Lutheran Church, NC), Judy Stephan (St. Mark’s), Adriane Straus (St. Mark’s).

Sunday at

Church Baptisms on Pentecost
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Alejandro Escovedo: Vital American Storyteller and Rocker

| can remember the erst time | heard Alejandro
Escovedo. | was listening late one night in the
mid-‘90s to Vin Scelsa'ddiot’s Delight on
WNEW, and this cool singer-songwriter was
performing subtle yet mesmerizing gems like
“Slip” from a record calledVith These Hands

But it wasn’t until a couple years later (when
my “alternative music bible”"No Depression
magazine, declared Escovedo “Artist of the De-
cade”), that | really began paying attention. To
my eyes and ears, these folks really knew their
stuff; this was the revered monthly publication
that had introduced me to phenomenal talents
like the Jayhawks, Wilco, Son Volt, Lucinda
Williams, Neko Case, and Whiskeytown. So |
dug in, began to relish Escovedo’s songwriting
talents, and have continued to add his music to
my ever-growing list of “must-have” records in
the years since.

| still love More Miles Than Money1998),
which beautifully captures Escovedo perform-
ing some of his best early solo career works
live, such as the tunes mentioned above, some
favorites like “ Broken Bottle”, “One More
Time” and “Five Hearts Breaking”, and a sub-
dued, low-key cover of the StonesSway
(from Sticky Fingers).

A Man Under the Inluenc€2001) remains to

this day one of my “desert island discs”, a near-

perfect collection of gorgeous, soulful tunes

that move seamlessly, and beautifully, between

folk, rock, and alternative-country, with infused guitars, percussion and strings.

Real Animal2008) rocks and rolls from start to ¢nish with gems like “Always a Friend”, “Sister Lost Soul”, and “Swallows
of San Juan.” The record was on many music critics’ “Best Of 2008 lists.

| have seen Alejandro Escovedo play in several different cities, in various and sundry venues — from concert halls to rec
stores — and both solo and with different iterations of a “band”. But his show last summer on Father’s Day at St. Mar
Church was as perfect a show as | have seen in a long while. To be honest, | was probably one of the few folks in the ¢
ence that was familiar with his work, but that didn’t seem to matter: he held everyone captive (including my own fathe
with his set of beautiful music and stories about love, loss and family.

If you can get to St. Mark’s on Sunday evening, June 6th, you will see and hear what | mean. And for a great cause like C
Hand-in-Hand, this is an opportunity not to be missed.
- John Dunn (Friend of Laura Davis)

Tickets are on sale in the Lion’s Den, in the Church Ofece, and in church on Sundays.

Visit androescovedo.com for a video of Bruce Springsteen and Alejandro Escovedo
performing “Always a Friend. ”
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Work Progresses on Habitat Condominium in Stamford

(Reprinted from the Stamford Advocate:

Published: 09:54 p.m., Friday, May 14, 2010)

STAMFORD -- About 10 volunteers from Habitat for Hu-
manity, Community Bridgebuilders and AmeriCorps began
building the foundation for Habitat’s rst low-income hous-
ing establishment in Stamford. The site, on West Main Street
near the KFC fast food restaurant, will become an eight-unit
condominium called West Main Street Commons. Wood
from last year's Rockefeller Center Christmas tree will be
used to build the housing.

Though the project initially broke ground in October, there

were more visible signs of development Friday, including

walls that had been erected. “These steel beams will be where

the parking garage will be,” said Bruce Berzin, co-president

and chief operating ofecer with Habitat for Humanity of

Coastal Fairseld County, pointing to the developing structure Bob Stephan, Ted Foster, Georgette Scott, Katherine Tenney
and Rudy Atroziencik volunteer with Community Bridge-

“It's been an exciting move for us,” Bob Stephan, chairman dduilders, a coalition of faith based groups that partner with

Community Bridgebuilders in Stamford, said while mixing ceHabitat for Humanity, Friday May 14, 2010. Photo: Kath-
ment Friday. “Our territory runs from Stratford to Greenwichjeen O’'Rourke / Stamford Advocate

but it's our intent that this will be the erst of many to come.”

Berzin said General Electric contributed $250,000 to the development, and the city of Stamford provided $760,000 throt
grants and loans. The organization received another $200,000 from Community Bridgebuilders, which Berzin referred tc
“a longtime partner.” Berzin emphasized that funding is very important to making more affordable housing available.

“Everybody associates us with building, but funding is just as critical. We don't just give these away,” he said. “We sell the
and give the snancing. In a sense, we are the contractors and the mortgage banker. We also provide social services. We
classes to the homeowners and stay in close contact with them after they’ve moved in.”

Both Berzin and Stephan hope to gain more Stamford sponsorships, in particular from the city’s business community.
“Corporations like to volunteer and companies like to contribute where their employees can be engaged. A lot of this is fr
the ground up,” Berzin said.

Stephan said, “It's a good way for these corporations to make a difference in their neighborhoods and it's not so far awa
Four tenants have been selected for the housing development so far. West Main Street Commons will incorporate wood |
the 70-year-old Norway spruce that served as the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree last year.

“It will be getting here during July, it's in (Newlersey drying out -- they call it seasoning. W a fresh tree, so there’s mois-
ture in it that needs to dry out. It will be usedframing and it will be an exciting moment whéattgets here,” Berzin said.

Bob Lindquist and Cesar Caballero, two volunteers at the site, said they were pleased to help build the new condominiu

“It's really exciting to be here. The city is really involved and it's not just Habitat for Humanity. The people from Stamforc
are leading the charge,” said Bob Lindquist, who has worked at about 150 Habitat home projects.

Caballero works for Americorps and will be working on West Main Street Commons for 11 months

“I've done a similar thing for a non-prost working on low-income housing a Navajo Reservation and this gives me the
same satisfaction. | think there’s a great need and I'm glad to help -- especially in this economy,” Caballero said.

Watch for summer volunteer dates for St. Mark’s to parecipate on this project.
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St Mar ks Nur sery School

Dear Friends of St. Mark’s Nursery School,

We’'re celebrating in the halls and classrooms of St. Mark’s Nursery School for
many reasons, but mostly because we had a stellar fundraising event for our
school this past month. “Picnic Under the Stars” was our <rst major fundraiser
in seven years and we raised a signiecant amount of money to benest SMNS.
We were thrilled with the incredible turnout of more than 100 guests includ-
ing current and new parents, alumni, church parishioners and members of the
clergy. It reiterates how special this place is to all of us.

In case you didn’t have a chance to stop by, Morrill Hall was transformed into a

Jennifer and Father Peter Walsh
with Dan Mazabras and Jennifer
Hladick enjoying the evening’s

festivities.

twinkling sky of stars aloft the perimeter
of the room with two grand urns of dog-
wood branches dressed in lights too.
The picnic theme was carried through
with stylized branches, fauna, and hy-
drangea eowers as table centerpieces
in addition to tall cylinder vases elled
with fragrant white lilac and dogwood
branches scattered throughout the auction tables. It was a sight | wish all of you
could have seen as it set the stage for a wonderful evening. The mood was festive
with the piano stylings of B-P Thomas and the silent auction had amazing items for
mom, dad, the children, and the home. The bidding was a courteous process early or
but evolved rather quickly into some fun, competitive winning moments. We all had

a sensational time — eating well and spending an evening with friends.

Alumni and current SMNS parents
gather for a “Picnic Under the Stars”:
Constanze Sheridan, Mary Lee Lisecky,
Helen Palmesi (SMNS Director), Shan-

non Ellis and Leigh Murray.

I want to thank SMNS board member Jennifer Hladick who chaired this event. She
was a wonderful leader and organized a committee that was equally terriec:

Decor Committee - Sarah Haddad, Kim Kempton, Zibby Perkins, Amy Ravanesi, Niki Smick,

Auction Committee - Jill Bernhard, Ashley Burr, Carolyn Mulry, Leigh Murray

Event Committee - Allison Barker, Tracy Barrett, Gaby Beecher, Michelle Crookenden (Treasurer),
Meghan Martucci (President), Meg Mehos, Margaret Roscoe, and Anne Wagner

As the director of the school, | was most proud of our network of families and how much we all contribute to making
SMNS such a special place for our children.

My sincerest congratulations to you all!

Thank you,
Helen S. Palmesi

Director St. Mark’s Nursery School

Members of the benest committee: (front row and
left to right) Gaby Beecher, Jill Bernhard, Meghan
Martucci, Amy Ravanesi, Niki Smick, Meg Me-
hos, (back row)Kim Kempton, Zibby Perkins, Jen
Hladick, Michelle Crookenden, Ashley Burr.
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The Food Pantry of New Canaan
Wishlist

At this time we are in need of . . .

Pasta Sauce Cereal (no oatmeal)

Bottled Juice Cookies

Cooking Qil Coffee

Toilet Paper Dish Cloths

Green Grocery Bags Laundry Detergent
Paper Towels Toothbrushes

Large Bags of Chips & Pretzels

Please no soups, tuna, or peanut butter now!

Please make sure all items are not expired.
Donations may be dropped off during
business hours down by the Food Pantry.

All "nancial gifts should be made out to St.
Markes Church with “food pantry” in the
memo line.

If anyone you know needs food, have them
call Human Services at the Vine Cottage in
town: 203.594.3076.

St. Elizabeth’s Guild Needs Meals of Love

Part of St. Elizabeth’s Pasto-
ral Care program is to provide
frozen casseroles that Guild
members deliver to our fami-
lies who are experiencing an
illness, hospitalization, new
home, death, or birth in the
family.

Our supply has run low, so
please help St. Mark's pro-
vide home-cooked meals.
“You can't believe how

pleasantly surprised and
grateful people are to get a

meal when they're under stress or pressed for time,” said
Lois Sandberg, meals coordinator. “It reminds them that
we're all family at St. Mark’s.”

Lois and Dick Sandberg
with a casserole in hand

If you can, please make a casserole of your choice, freeze
it and bring it to the church ofece or to the kitchen — and
make sure to put a ¢lled-out St. Mark’s label on it before
putting it in the freezer — labels are right on the door to
the freezer.

Please do not leave casseroles in the freezer without tell-
ing someone you are doing so — so we'll know it’s there!
Contact person is Lois Sandberg: 966.2848, or drop by
the parish ofsce.

Calling All Teachers and
Youth Helpers

Would you like to teach Church School or work with the
Youth in the 2010-11 academic year?
To nd out more about this rewarding ministry, contact
Josh Hill at
966-4515x104 or
jhill@stmarksnewcanaan.

Coffee Hour

Ites a party every Sunday! Join the fun and if you havenet
already signed up to bring something, go to the sign-up board
on the easel in Morrill Hall and choose a date.

Bring pastry, bagels, small sandwiches, cheese and crackers,

fruit, cut-up veggies, chips.

We also need people to set up and clean up.

Many hands make fast work!
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BapPTiSMs

Elana Marley Hill
daughter of Hannah and Joshua Hill

Henry Nicholas Martucci
son of Meghan and David Martucci and
brother of Lily, Grace and Olivia

Samuel Deering Peake
son of Miley and Andrew Peake

Marian Josephine Woudhuysen

MEMORIAL SERVICES

John Otis Carroll

Arline Gardner Crary

Donald William Sting

ERD gets four-star rating from Charity Navigator

Third straight year for top rasng

Episcopal

Relief & Develop-

ment (ERD) received its third
consecutive 4-star rating from

Charity N

avigator for sound

Iscal management. The an-
nual award was announced in

early May. Four stars means “Exceptional” and indicates the char-
ity “exceeds industry standards and outperforms most charities in
its Cause.” Link here to read the details on ERD’s rating. In an an-
nouncement on its website about the rating, Rob Radtke, ERD’s
president, stated that, “All Episcopalians can be proud of this rating
and feel assured that their gifts are being used as eflciently as pos-
sible to reach those in need.” He also noted that because of their Is-
cal eflciency, “[ERD is able] to help even more people around the

world better their lives in measurable and tangible ways.”

Baptism Date

T Al SaintsDay  Sunday, Nov.7 2010 10:00ar
T BaptismdOurLorc  Sunda Jan. 92011 10:00ar
T Easter Wil Saturda April 23, 2011 8:00p.

T Penteco. Sunday, June 12, 20111 10:00 a.r

At St. Nark’s, we celebrate Baptism on tie feagt
listed abow. For information, please call tmeic ofl ce
and if you vant to schedule a baptism be sunre fesera

weeks hefore the desired d




Parish Potluck Picnic

PLEASE BRING . .. EASY-TO-EAT SALADS & SIDES:
da\’ Pasta, Potato, Chopped, Rice Salads;

5\_\"\ 173 Baked Beans; Devilled Eggs; Cole Slaw
Jjune \“C\\ OR FINGER DESSERTS!
“e( Please leave your food in the kitchen with your
o name on your serving piece.

Helpers needed.
Contact: Nancy Kalal - nekalal@optonline.net /972.6939
Amanda Layng - ablayng@me.com /966.2587

Weekly Service Times The

Lion’s
Roar
8:00 a.m. Rite | Holy Eucharist .
) y St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Sunday  [10:00 a.m. Rite 1l Choral Holy EuchariSbenoke Ridge Road

] ) New Canaan, CT 06840

5:00 p.m  Evening Holy Eucharist Il | 203.966.4515

203.966.0439 (fax)
203.972.7888 (nursery school)
Wednesday | 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Il with|H@3firigC-3838 (bookstore)

tmarksnewcanaan.org
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