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St. Mark’s 247th Annual Parish Meeting
 will be held on

Sunday, January 30, 2011 

The Slate of Candidates

 This year at the Annual Meeting, we will elect:
  Of• cers (Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer and Clerk) for a 
   1-year term,
  4 Vestry members for 3-year terms 
  2 Vestry members to ful• ll partial terms 
  3 Nominating Committee members for 2-year terms
             2 substitute convention delegates / Deanery delegates for a 1-year term.
 
 Of• cers:
  Steve Wyckoff, Senior Warden  Tom Berardino, Treasurer
  Jill Sautkulis, Junior Warden  Dean Davis, Clerk

 Vestry candidates:
  Jono Bitting    Jack Poulson
  Julie Brand    Jeremy Reifsnyder 
  Carl Gardiner    Ellen Robinson
  Caroline Gillespie   Catharine Sturgess
  Estella Haines    Gary Ward      

 
 Nominating Committee candidates:
  Jon Fleming    Nancy McSorley
  Christopher Gruseke   Richard Megherby
  Brian Hollstein   Stan Twardy

 Substitute delegates to Diocesan Convention and Mid-Fair• eld Deanery candidates:
  Jan Annunziato   Catherine Hollstein

Grateful thanks to the following retiring parishioners who have served this parish with distinction:

  Of• cers:  Nancy McSorley, Junior Warden and Brian Hollstein, Clerk

  Vestry:    Jon Fleming, Chris Gruseke, Richard Megherby, Stan Twardy

  Nominating Committee: Jono Bitting, Breeze Hobbs and Carlyn Tiefenthaler

  Substitute Convention Delegate/ Deanery Delegates: Maggie Downes-Angus

Dear Fellow St. Mark’s Parishioners,

It is my pleasure to invite you to our annual meeting on January 30th immediately following the 10:00 AM service in the 
Church.  Father Peter will preach 
on the state of St. Mark’s and you’ll 
also hear from me on our priorities 
for 2011 as well as our most 
capable Treasurer, Tom Berardino 
on our • nances.  In addition, we 
will elect our 2011 of• cers and 
vestry class and recognize several 
individuals for their contributions. 
Entertainment, child care and 
refreshments will be provided   for 
your children in Morrill Hall. (The 
slate of candidates is included in 
this Lion’s Roar.)  

The Annual Meeting is an important 
and meaningful event in the life of 
our community.  There is much 
good news to share and we’ve got 
exciting ideas for 2011 as we now 
actually “Go and Grow” following 
our successful capital campaign 
last year.   

So please come, join and be a part 
of our celebration on January 30th.

I look forward to seeing you then.

Steve Wyckoff
Senior Warden
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CANDIDATES  FOR PARISH OFFICES

247TH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
JANUARY 30, 2011

ST. MARK ’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

OFFICERS

Stephen Wyckoff, Senior Warden

Family: Spouse: Lori Wyckoff; Children: Nicholas (10)

St. Mark’s Member:10 years

St. Mark’s Activities: Senior Warden (1/09 – present), Junior Warden (11/06-1/09), Vestry 
(11/05 – present), Outreach Committee (2005-2007), Stewardship (2005-2006), Sunday School 
Teacher (2004-present), May Fair Volunteer (2002-present), Supper Club (2004- present), 
Usher (2003-present), Men’s Retreat (2002, 2005), Newcomers Committee (2004)

Occupation: Managing Director, Marsh, Inc. (Insurance Broker)

Education: A.B., Franklin & Marshall College; MBA, NYU

Community Activities Summary: Camp Hand-in-Hand Board (2006), St. Mark’s Nursery School Buildings and Grounds 
Committee (2004-2006) and all the extra-curricular activities of a ten year old’s dad!

Jill Sautkulis, Junior Warden

Family: Spouse: Michael Sautkulis; Children: Katherine, 12 and Richie, 14

St. Mark’s Member: 14 years

St. Mark’s Activities: Vestry; Maranatha House Church coordinator; Rector Search 
Committee; Sunday School teacher; Nominating Committee, Stewardship Volunteer; 
Minister of Communion; Community Life Commission; Renew, Restore, Rejoice Capital 
Campaign Committee; May Fair helper, miscellaneous hospitality volunteer positions.

Occupation: Division Administrator for staf" ng " rm On Assignment Clinical Research. 
Assists in the family business, Merritt Wines.

Education: BA English, Cornell University.

Community Activities Summary: School volunteer, Norwalk Junior Lacrosse coach, and former board member Norwalk 
Neighbors and Newcomers.
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Dean Davis, Clerk

Family: Spouse: Laura; Daughters: Kristin (13), Drew (11)

St. Mark’s Member: 6 years

St. Mark’s activities summary:   Lector, Usher, Property Committee Member, Lay Weeder, 
May Fair Volunteer – Food Court (4 years) & Clean Up Committee Co-Chair (1 year), 
2010 Annual Pledge/Capital Campaign Participant, Maranatha Church House Participant, 
Vestry Member – Appointed by the Vestry in November to Complete the 2010 Year of Jim 
Hilboldt’s Term

Occupation: Private Equity Investor

Education: Southern Methodist University, BBA; Harvard Business School, MBA

Community Activities Summary: New Canaan CERT (Community Emergency Response Team)

January 2011
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Vestry Nominees

Jono Bitting, Vestry Candidate        

Family: Spouse: Lisa Bitting; Children: 2 grown children: Lili (26), Rob (22)  
           
St. Mark’s Member: 20 years

St. Mark’s Activities: usher/ head usher, former search committee member, former 
outreach commission member/ chairman, May Fair volunteer: pick up, Security and  Holy 
Smoker and clean up. Former Stewardship Committee member. Current Planned Giving 
Committee member.          

Occupation: retired Portfolio Manager, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney        

Education: BA Boston University Latin American Economics         

Commmunity Activities Summary: Former youth soccer and hockey coach       

Personal Statement: As part of the team that helped ! nd our rector, I would be pleased to help guide our church 
during this exciting growth phase. My ! nancial background will allow me to contribute in a meaningful way to vestry 

Julie Brand, Vestry Candidate

Family: Spouse: Jeff; Children: 3 Emily (15), Luke (12), Matthew (9)

             
St. Mark’s Member: 1 year

             
St. Mark’s Activities: May Fair volunteer, St. Mark’s Supper Club participant

           
Occupation: Current:  stay at home mom.  Previous:  Human Resources Manager with 
PriceWaterhouse Consulting

              
Education: B.S. Human Resource Management, Susquehanna University.  Attended NYU Stern School of Business

              
Commmunity Activities Summary: Volunteer for Meals on Wheels (2004-present), Various Volunteer/Chair positions 
at South, Saxe and NCHS (2001-present), St. John’s Lutheran Church, Stamford CT:  Church Council positions, Chair 
of Fellowship Committee, Member of Pastoral Search Committee, Member of Pastoral Intern Committee, Chair of 
Thanksgiving basket program (working with Stamford Social Services), Co-Chair of Stewardship Committee, Sunday 
School Teacher, Volunteer at Paci! c House (1996-2009), Team Manager with New Canaan Soccer Association (2009) 

              
Personal Statement: I am a new member, just getting my feet wet, but was very involved on Church Council and other 
committees at my former church.  We really like St. Mark’s and I would look forward to the opportunity to serve here.



5

Caroline Gillespie, Vestry Candidate

St. Mark’s Member: 3 years

St Mark’s Activities: Lay reader, Volunteer at May Fair, Vice Chair Planned Giving, 
Member of the Endowment Board, Chair of the Memorials Committee.  Presently 
Chair of Planned Giving Committee and member of the Endowment Board

Occupation: Managing Director, Commonfund in the Marketable Alternative 
Strategies group

Education: BA University of Toronto; MA. and M.Phil Columbia University of 
New York

Community Activities: Former head of the major gifts committee for the class of 1983 and Chair of planned giving 
committee, Phillips Exeter Academy

Personal Statement:  I have had the privilege and great joy in coming to St. Mark’s at a pivotal time in its history.  I am 
so pleased and proud to be an active member of this parish.  We have collectively made great strides toward creating a 
deeper and closer Episcopal community within St. Mark’s and the wider community.  There is nonetheless so much that 
has yet to be done and I would be honored to help in that process.

Carl Gardiner, Vestry Candidate

Family: Spouse: Polly Gardiner; Children: 3 sons, Sam 8, Hugh 6, Auggie 2

St. Mark’s Member: 7 years

St. Mark’s Activities: Godly Play (Church School) teacher, 2 years; May Fair 
volunteer 

Occupation: Portfolio Manager at Schafer Cullen Capital Management, a boutique 
value investment ! rm in New York where I manage a small cap equity strategy (and 
look out my window at St. Patrick’s Cathedral).

Community Activities Summary: Coach 7U for New Canaan Baseball; youth soccer coach in New Canaan recreation 
program.  

Background and Education: Grew up in Christ Church, Shrewsbury, NJ where my family was very active in the church, 
including my 7 yrs of acolyte service. BA with High Honors in Government/Foreign Affairs, University of Virginia (Phi 
Beta Kappa); MA in International Economics; Chartered Financial Analyst.

Personal statement: My father was a long-serving member of the vestry of our church growing up, including a term of 
Senior Warden, and I am honored to be nominated to serve St. Mark’s in this capacity.  The church has blossomed so 
wonderfully these past few years.

January 2011
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Jack Poulson, Vestry Candidate

Family: Spouse: Noreen; Children: Kelcy (24), John (22)

St. Mark’s Member: 3 years  

St. Mark’s Activities: Chair 2011 Annual Pledge Campaign, May Fair volunteer, Go and 
Grow Finance Committee member

Occupation: Asset Management

Education: BS Commerce, University of Virginia; MBA University of Houston

Community Activities Summary: St. Luke’s LifeWorks Foundation board, Plan USA board, 
Horizons Mentor Program

Personal Statement: Noreen and I found St. Mark’s after many years of searching for a spiritual home.  I am eager to 
help our community continue to grow in the Lord. 

Estella Haines, Vestry Candidate

Family: Spouse: Peter; Children: Cameron (15), Nina (13)

St. Mark’s Member: 17 years

St Mark’s Activities: Sunday School teacher, St. Elizabeth’s Guild member, Maranatha 
House participant, Senior High Youth Group Advisory Board, Spiritual Moment Speaker 
for Go and Grow Campaign,  May Fair volunteer

Occupation: Substitute teacher NCPS.

Education: Graduated from the University of Virginia with BA in art history.  Worked for IBM as a manager in 
corporate media and prior to that worked as an advertising account executive.  Taught pre-school for 4 years and now 
work as a substitute teacher in NCPS.  Was the ! rst female acolyte at Emmanuel Church, Greenwood VA (big deal back 
in the 1970’s).

Community Activities: National Charity League, Bay Head Yacht Club Junior Tennis and Senior Tennis Committee 
Chair, taught Learning to Look at Saxe, various volunteer activities related to the kids schools and classes 

Personal Statement:  I would be honored to serve on the St. Mark’s vestry.  This church has always been part of my life 
here in New Canaan and I hope I can give back to the church community which has meant so much to me.

r IBM as a manager in 



Ellen Robinson, Vestry Candidate 

Family: Spouse: Kerry Robinson; Children: 2 young daughters, Anna and Drew  
           
St. Mark’s Member: 11 years

Occupation:  Stay at home parent and part time admin assistant at ! nancial analyst 
recruiting ! rm

Education and Background: FIT, textile design

St. Mark’s Activities: May Fair volunteer 10 years, choir 5 years, Camp Hand-in-Hand 
board 3 seasons, food bank volunteer 1 year

Community Activities: Girl Scout troop leader, Mentor at Columbus Magnet School, teacher’s assistant and classroom 
coordinator at Community Co-operative Nursery School (CCNS), Operations Chair for CCNS annual Art Show

Personal Statement:  I am excited by the possibility of taking part in our church’s new spirit and energy and hope to 
deepen my own relationship with God as I help shape the future of St. Mark’s Parish.

Jeremy Reifsnyder, Vestry Candidate

Family: Spouse:  Ditte Reifsnyder; Children:  Jennifer (28); Danielle (26)

St. Mark’s Member: 18 years 

Occupation:  President of TLD Partners LLC, a consulting ! rm providing advice to CEO’s 
and boards of directors, leading international law ! rms, hedge funds and banks

Education: BA Columbia; MA Harvard; MBA Wharton School

St. Mark’s activities summary:   Choir; May Fair; Lector; Supper Club; Men’s Retreat; 
Usher; Minister of Communion; Maranatha House Church; Outreach Committee; Long 
Range Planning Committee; Vestry; Nominating Committee; Alternate Delegate to Diocesan Convention

Community activities summary: Member, Board of Directors, Cameron Kravitt Foundation; past Member, Board of 
Directors, American Securitization Forum; former assistant coach, YMCA girls’ basketball team

Personal Statement: Ditte and I care deeply about St. Mark’s, our spiritual home and our church family.  We are excited to 
be part of the energy here and I want to support our leadership any way I can.

an Convention

7January 2011
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Catharine Sturgess, Vestry Candidate

Family: Spouse: Jeffrey Sturgess; Children: Christopher (27 years); Cate (25 years)

St. Mark’s Member: 27 years

St. Mark’s Activities: Altar Guild, Green Faith Committee, St. Frances Guild, Hospitality, 
Outreach Committee, Sunday School Teacher, May Fair Volunteer and attendee in 
Marantha House Churches and other adult education opportunities

Occupation: Executive Director, New Canaan Nature Center (2002-2007); Equity 
Research Analyst at Donaldson, Lufkin & Jennrette (1979-1984) before becoming a 
full-time homemaker and mother

Education: BA Psychology from Vassar College, Post graduate work in business at NYU

Community Activities Summary: Board Member of New Canaan Garden Club (2008-present), Founding Board Member of Outback 
Teen Center Board (1997-2001), Chair of New Canaan Youth Commission (1995-1999), New Canaan Community Foundation, 
Board Member and President of the New Canaan Nature Center (1991-1997), Board Member and President of League of Women 
Voters of New Canaan (1991-1995), East School PTC and various NC Public Schools Committees (1990-1995), New Canaan 
Park & Recreation Commission,  Board Member and President of Young Women’s League of New Canaan (1985-1991)

Personal Statement: I would be honored to serve on the vestry of St. Mark’s. There is a palpable energy in our church today 
and I would welcome the opportunity to build upon the momentum of our growing parish.  I am very impressed with the 
leadership shown by the vestry and their attention to the ! nancial health of our church which, in turn, has protected the hard 
work of those who inspire us in our spiritual journeys.  As a vestry member, I would hope to assist in ! nancial affairs in 
general and with fund raising, speci! cally.  

Gary Ward, Vestry Candidate 

Family: Spouse: Cassia Ward; Children: 3 married adult daughters, 1 adult step-
daughter; 5 Grandsons: Ash-7, Brooks-5, Harrison-4, Trevor-4, Theodore-6 mos. 
           
St. Mark’s Member: 8 years

Occupation: Private Equity Investor and service on Boards and Advisory Boards of a 
few small and mid-cap ! rms

Education: B.A. Colgate University; M.B.A.Wharton; Lieutenant, U.S. Navy, Vice 
Admiral Staff

St. Mark’s Activities: Minister of Communion; Usher; May Fair: Year-round White 
Elephant  Pick-up Crew, Furniture, and Outdoor Tent; Supper Clubs

Community Activities: New Canaan Exchange Club; Class Agent for annual giving-Colgate University; Member of 
Stephen’s Ministry

Personal Statement:  Cassia and I were married at St. Mark’s. The ministry, liturgy and community of St. Mark’s are of 
central importance to us. I would like the opportunity to give back.



Janet Brown Annunziato, Alternate for Diocesan Convention

Family:  Spouse: Dr. Lewis Annunziato; Children: 4 grown children

St. Mark’s Member: 27 years  

St. Mark’s Activities: Greeters Committee Chair, Forum Speakers Committee 
Chair, Clerk of the Vestry, plus 2 additional terms as a regular vestry member; 
Planned Giving Committee, St. Elizabeth’s Guild, May Fair volunteer

Occupation: Residential Real Estate Consultant      

Education: University of Illinois

Community Activities Summary: Former New Canaan Library board member and 
many other NC activities over the years

Personal Statement:  I am devoted to St. Marks. It would be an honor to represent this parish on a diocesan level, should 
it become necessary.

Catherine Hollstein, Alternate for Diocesan Convention

Family:  Spouse: Brian Hollstein; Children: 3 adult children; 2 grandchildren 

St. Mark’s Member: 10 years  

St. Mark’s Activities:  Faithful communicant, Co-chair White Elephants, May 
Fair, Sunday driver for Inn residents, greeter and coffee hour volunteer, faithful 
attendant of bible study classes

Occupation: CEO, Hollstein Holdings      
         
Education: BA, Hunter/Lehman College, City University of New York, 1978 

Community Activities: Hospice volunteer, Waveny Care Center volunteer of 27 
years, Episcopal Bridgebuilders volunteer

Personal Statement: I would be pleased to serve St. Mark’s as an alternate Diocesan representative.

Alternate for Diocesan Convention 
and Mid-Fair! eld Deanery

9January 2011
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Nominating Committee

Jon Fleming, Nominating Committee Candidate

Family: Spouse: Cathy; Children: 1 teenager, 2 adult (Joseph, 23; James, 20;  
Catherine, 17)

St. Mark’s Member: 18 years

St. Mark’s Activities: Vestry, Stewardship Committee, Capital Campaign, Memorial 
Committee, Lector, Episcopal Bridgebuilders, May Fair Soda Chairman.

Occupation and/or position: Vice President, Vinylume Inc./remodeling contractor

Education: BA, New York University; MS, Columbia University

Commmunity Activities Committee Chairman, Vista Boy Scout Troop 101, Scoutmaster, 
Vista Troop 101, Lewisboro Baseball Association and Lewisboro Soccer Club coach.

Personal Statement: The power and spirit of Jesus Christ is alive in our community.  I hope that we continue to move 
together in joy and hopeful expectation toward our vision of St. Marks as a “church bursting with disciples.”

Christopher (Chris) Gruseke, Nominating Committee Candidate

Family:  Spouse: Alison Gruseke; 3 Children:  Theodora (16); James (18); Joseph (22)

St. Mark’s Member: 18 years  

St. Mark’s Activities:  Finance Committee, Treasurer, St. Mark’s Choir, Con! rmation 
Teacher, EYC volunteer, planned and chaperoned multiple Taizé EYC visits, Chair - 
Campus Development Committee, Co-Chair Capital Campaign Committee, devoted 
member of the May Fair Holy Smokers

Occupation and/or position: Private Investor, Chaplain Intern- Greenwich 
Chaplaincy Services, Former Co-Chief Operating Of! cer Greenwich Capital Markets

Education: BA, Williams College; MS, NYU Stern Business School

Commmunity Activities: Chaplaincy intern at Greenwich Hospital



Brian R. Hollstein, Nominating Committee Candidate

Family: Spouse: Catherine; Children: 3 adult children, 2 teenage grandchildren

St. Mark’s Member: 10 years

St. Mark’s Activities: Faithful communicant, Outreach Commission, Vestry, Clerk of the 
Vestry, Captain St Mark’s Camel Corps, May Fair participant, Founder of the Gospel 
Garden, Sunday driver for Inn residents, greeter and coffee hour volunteer, faithful 
attendant of bible study classes.

Occupation: Retired from Xerox Corporation 1995, management consultant 1995-2009.  Currently fully retired.

Education and background: BA, New York University 1961. Post graduate studies at U. of Maryland, Johns Hopkins 
University, C.W. Post Univ.  Attended programs sponsored by Harvard University (management studies) and 
Georgetown University (Latin American Government Relations- Landegger Program)

Community Activities Summary: Episcopal Bridgebuilders, President and COB American Society for Industrial Security, 
US State Department OSAC, Vice Chairman FBI Foundation, member ASIS Foundation, member of Risk Management 
Board AMERICARES, New Canaan Town Bird Flu Committee member, member International Disaster Assistance 
Council, director FBI Oral History Heritage Program, volunteer. New Canaan Town Computer/Communications 
Advisory Group, Vice President, NC Senior Men’s Club.

Personal statement:  I would be pleased to serve St. Mark’s Church in any manner that would advance its goals of 
service to humanity.

urrently fully retired

Nancy McSorley, Nominating Committee Candidate

Family: Spouse: Ed McSorley; Children: Elizabeth (21), Ian (18), Cameron (17) 

St. Mark’s Member: 20 years

St. Mark’s Activities: Junior Warden 2009-2011; Vestry Member (1 term), 7th Grade 
Con! rmation teacher for 2 years (2007/08, 2008/09); Sunday school teacher for 10 years; 
Nursery School Study Committee Chair (children attended St. Mark’s Nursery School); 
Nursery School Board Member,  Minister of Communion, Lector, May Fair volunteer

Occupation and/or position: Personal secretary part-time; homemaker.  Previously: Equity Research Analyst, Prudential 
Bache Securities

Education: BA, Colgate University; MBA, NYU Stern School of Business

Community Activities Summary: Current Lake Club Board of Trustees (3-year term); Lake Club Membership Chair (1998-
2004); volunteer New Canaan Historical Society

Personal Statement: The duty of the Nominating Committee is to bring forth a slate of candidates that both balances 
parishioner talent and experience and is committed to serving in parish leadership.  It is an important part of our election 
process and I will bring all of my knowledge and personal resources to the task.             

esearch Analyst, Prudential 

11January 2011
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Stanley A. Twardy, Jr. , Nominating Committee Candidate

Family:  Spouse: Cindy Twardy; Children: 1 daughter, Courtney

St. Mark’s Member: 13 years

St. Mark’s Activities: Stewardship Co-Chair (2006), Usher, Lector, Hot Dog Booth at 
May Fair,  Men’s Retreat

Occupation:  Attorney, Day Pitney LLP

Education: BS Trinity College; University of Virginia School of Law (J.D.); 
Georgetown University Law Center (LL.M.); US Attorney for District of Connecticut (1985-1991); Chief of Staff to Gov. 
Lowell Weicker (1991-1993)

Community Activities Summary: Center for Children’s Advocacy; Stamford Health Foundation Board; Trinity College 
Board of Directors (1996-2002); National Conference for Community and Justice Board (1995-2004); Wilton Youth 
Sports Coach (1999-2003)

Personal Statement: I believe that what I have learned about St. Mark’s, its members and its needs during my service on 
the Vestry will help me identify leadership candidates.

985-1991); Chief of Staff to Gov. 

Richard Megherby, Nominating Committee Candidate

Family:  Spouse: Charlein; Children: Christian (14)

St. Mark’s Member: 16 years  

St. Mark’s Activities: Usher, May Fair White Elephant, Stewardship Committee

Occupation:  CEO Shipping Company

Education: BA, Business Administration

Community Activities Summary: New Canaan Exchange Club; Waveny Care Center 
Volunteer

Personal Statement:This is an exciting time for the ministry of St. Mark’s. My family and I have been here for many 
years and our son, Christian has been through the church school program from Godly Play to Con! rmation. We have been  
at St. Mark’s through many phases, and have always believed in its spirit as evident in the Christian fellowship which ! rst 
drew us here, and which continues to be the heart of St. Mark’s today. I have been honored to serve on the vestry the past 
two years during this time of growth and fellowship.  I hope by taking  an active role on the Nominating Committee, with 
God’s guidance, we will ! nd new vestry members who will contribute to the growth of the church and spreading God’s 
message of love and charity.

nd I have been here for many



Jeff, Julie, Luke, Emily, and Matthew Brand

Dana Bristol Clelford and Annabelle Clelford

Angela, Tim, Jack, and Leila Dann

Lynn and Jack Donahue

Martzi Eidelberg

Nathaniel, Melissa, Evie, and Lilia Engelsen

Marcia Fallon

Kim Frieders and Jack Frieders

Ann Hagen

Jim Hollyday

Johanna Kellman

Steve, Julia, and Gregory Lamoreaux

Steve and Cindy Landis

Ed, Elisa, Charles, Caroline, and Jack Vincent

The Welcoming of  New Members
     Third Sunday after Epiphany

January 23rd, 2011        10:00 a.m. Service

St. Mark's Parish Lenten Program
Maranatha House Churches III

St. Mark's: Your Story, • e Story, Our Story

Maranatha House Churches III begin the ! rst week of  Lent and continue through Holy Week:  
March 7- April 16 .  

MHCs are weekly gatherings of  ten to twelve people in a parishioner’s home for prayer, Bible 
study, and discerning discussion of  the issues we face as individuals and as a faith community. 

More information and sign-up opportunity will be available soon.  

13January 2011
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Summer Camp Closes Its Doors After 7 Years

Hand-in-Hand Foundation regrets to announce that Camp Hand-in-
Hand will not take place this coming summer or in future years.  The 
Board of the Foundation reached the decision to terminate operation 
of the camp and to dissolve the Foundation in large part as a result of 
the dif• culty in the current economic environment of raising funds to 
support the continued operation of a camp attended mainly by children 
from economically disadvantaged families in New Canaan, Norwalk and 
Stamford.  

The Board wishes to thank St. Mark’s Church for its early substantial 
• nancial support for the creation of the camp as well as the camp’s 

supporters in the St. Mark’s  and 
New Canaan communities that enabled Camp Hand-in-Hand to operate for seven 
successful summers from 2004 to 2010, giving hundreds of children from a variety 
of backgrounds the opportunity to have wonderful and enriching summer camp 
experiences, while at the same time enabling dozens of teens and young adults to 
experience the joy of working with young children.  

Questions should be directed to the co-chairs, Bill Bowers and JoAnne Kennedy at 
212-858-1106 and 203-801-0842, respectively.

St. Mark’s Nursery School Appoints New Director
 Local Teacher Brings More Than 20 Years of Teaching Experience to Position

St. Mark’s Nursery School (SMNS) welcomes new Director Sally Farrell to the position 
after a six-month executive committee search, announced the Reverend Peter Walsh, Rec-
tor of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. “These are big shoes to • ll since we have only had 
one director since the inception of our nursery school,” comments Father Walsh. “We will 
miss our 20-year educator and leader Helen Palmesi as she embarks on her much-deserved 
retirement, however, we are excited and sure that Sally is the right person for such an im-
portant position with these young children, their parents and families.”

Mrs. Farrell joins SMNS with more than twenty years of teaching experience in early 
childhood education. Currently, she is a Head Teacher for New Canaan Community 
Nursery School. She has facilitated a local Parent Child Group, taught at Greenwich 
Academy and Eagle Hill School, and is soon to complete a M.A. in Christian Education 

at Virginia Theological Seminary. Mrs. Farrell has lived and worked in the local area for many years and has held leadership 
positions with such organizations as the Bedford Free Library and Bedford’s St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church where she helped 
found the parish’s nursery school.  She will join SMNS in June 2011.

“This is my dream job,” says Mrs. Farrell. “For me the philosophy of St. Mark’s Nursery School is what I believe in most and 
hope to continue to emulate. My education, experience and accomplishments throughout my career, as well as my understand-
ing and compassion as a mother of three, makes it a natural • t for me,” continues Farrell. “I embrace the commitment and chal-
lenge ahead of me as the new Director and look forward to becoming part of the St. Mark’s community.”

A special Welcome Reception for the community to meet Sally Farrell will be held on Friday, January 28, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
at St. Mark’s Church. The Reverend Walsh, the Reverend Anne Richards, current SMNS Director Helen Palmesi, and members 
of SMNS Board of Directors will host the evening. All of the community is invited – current and alumni SMNS parents, parents 
applying for the 2011-12school year, St. Mark’s parishioners and staff, and friends in the nursery school community. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Nu

at Virginia Theological Seminary. Mrs.



Adult Education Classes 

Sunday           
The Year of the Story continues on Sundays, in Morrill Hall from 9:00-9:45am. Join the 
clergy as we take a year-long mountain-top tour of the Bible! Each Sunday we will read and 
discuss a major Bible story, beginning with Genesis and ending with Revelation. See below 
for a partial syllabus*. Childcare is available in the nursery wing.     
(Sundays, 9-9:45am in Morrill Hall)

Foundations for Discipleship, a class intended for newcomers and adults preparing for bap-
tism or con" rmation but open to everyone, will have 12 sessions spanning the program year. 
It will meet on Sundays 11:15-12:15 in the Education Center and will cover the basics of the 
faith including Jesus, the Bible, prayer, the sacraments, and church music. . (Winter dates: 
Sundays beginning January 9 and running through February 13; Spring dates: Sundays begin-
ning March 20 and running through April 10). It’s never too late to join this conversational 
class. Childcare is available in the nursery wing.          
(Seasonal Sundays, 11:15-12:15am in the Education Center)                                    

Monday              
Monday Morning Class gathers in the Library from 9:15-10:30am. “Finding Meaning in the Second Half of Life” by 
James Hollis, PhD, will be the focus of the Monday class. Join Mother Anne and fellow parishioners (from all stages of 

life!) as we discuss key life issues such as barriers to transformation, the dynamics of 
intimate relationship, recovering a mature spirituality in a materialistic age, the family 
during the second half of life, and career vs. vocation. Childcare provided. The book is 
available in the Lion’s Den. Childcare provided.      
(Mondays, 9:15-10:30am in the Library)

Wednesday         
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  meets  in the Education Center from 10-11am. 
Bishop Grein leads a study on the Gospel of Matthew.  All are welcome!   
(Wednesdays, 10-11am in the Education Center)

Thursday          
Meditation Group  meets each Thursday morning from 9:00-9:30am in the church 
house parlor. All welcome, including beginners.      
(Thursdays, 9-9:45am in the Library) 

The Bible Marathon, an opportunity to read through the Bible cover to cover (that’s right, every word) in six months 
(October-April, with a break during December). Mother Anne will give you a reading plan and we will meet for discussion: 
We will have bimonthly discussion meetings on Thursdays and monthly discussion meetings on Sundays. The reading sched-
ule is on the website: www.stmarksnewcanaan.org/adulteducation.asp        
Thursday Dates:   Feb 3, Feb 17, March 3, March 17, March 31, April 14, April 28,  May 12      

*Winter Syllabus for the Year of the Story

January 30  Bishop Grein  Teaching    
February 6  Mother Anne   Parables    
February 13 Father Peter  Ethics    
February 20  Bishop Grein   The Passion: Palm Sunday & the Cleansing of the Temple
February 27  Mother Anne  The Passion: Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
March 6   Father Peter   Resurrection and Ascension
March 13   Bishop Grein   Pentecost : The Beginnings of the Church
March 20   Mother Anne  The Stoning of Stephen   
March 27  Father Peter  The Conversion of Saul
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                               ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH • NEW CANAAN , CT

Dear Parents of 8th-12th graders at St. Mark’s, 

I write to make a special invita! on for your teenager to a" end the Sr. High EYC Summer Mission-Immersion 2011: ReNew 
Orleans. The July 9-16th trip to New Orleans, LA will include lots  of fun and hard work, and it carries the sure poten! al to enrich 
and transform every par! cipant on a personal level. I hope you will commit to the trip now, so I can plan logis! cs. You can RSVP 

by sending a non-refundable deposit of $150 to the parish o!  ce, checks made-
out to St. Mark’s MEMO: New Orleans 2011. The deadline is February 13, 2011. 
Of course, Financial aid is available upon private request. Let me say a bit more 
about the total cost of the trip… 

Funding the Trip 
The total cost per missioner is undetermined. The # nal cost will be determined 
in June, and it will depend on the success of our fundraising e$ orts up to that 
point. Fundraising is not only about money; it provides both the bene# ts of team 
building, and it sa! s# es the mandate of good mission theology by ensuring that our 
missioners are “sent” by their parish rather than sending themselves. This makes 
the trip more than a youth trip; our teenagers 

become agents of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church on o%  cial church business. Fundraising, thus, is 
cri! cal for buy-in of the parish as a whole. Last year, the mission group elected to work together 
and establish one pool of money which subsidized each missioner’s trip equally. They each 
worked toward a common goal. Due to that collec! ve e$ ort and a generous grant from the St. 
Mark’s Outreach Commission, no one paid more than &350 out-of-pocket, though the expenses 
totaled approximately &900 per person. Now I’ll say more about the trip. 

About the trip 
Like last year, we’ll partner with the youth group from St. David’s Episcopal Church in Aus! n, 
TX to form a super group. We will lodge at the Annuncia! on Mission, an Episcopal Church centrally located in the Broadmoor 
neighborhood. We will work on building, enrichment, and beau! # ca! on projects by day, and by night we will eat Cajun food, listen 
to jazz, play games, spend ! me with friends, and make new friends. We will have at least one youth-led service of prayer daily, 
usually Compline before bed. 

A “mission-immersion” trip is a ! me for our group to travel together with the inten! on of being “immersed” in the mission and 
work of the Church in a par! cular loca! on (New Orleans), that we might have our own faith enriched through the encounter. This 
trip does as much for New Canaan as it does for New Orleans. As youth par! cipate in the Chris! an iden! ty and cultural prac! ces 
of New Orleans, they begin to be" er ques! on and de# ne themselves and seek their own unique gi' s and responsibili! es as 
Chris! ans in New Canaan and beyond. While we certainly go with a willingness to help in any way possible, this approach to 
mission does not pretend to “bring the # x” as in colonial era manifesta! ons of the church’s mission. Rather, a ‘post-colonial’ 
mission-immersion respects the sociopoli! cal and cultural 
complexity of poverty and injus! ce. Therefore, instead of 
seeking to bring the # x, we will seek to be # xed as we 
encounter Christ in the struggles and joys of Chris! an 
brothers in New Orleans. 

Please do not delay. This trip will be most excellent. 
Submit your deposit today" 

Joshua A. Hill 
Joshua A. Hill, 
Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries

ally located in the Broadmoor 

become agents of St. Mark’s Episcopal Chur



Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County

Save the Date For The

12th Annual Hearts & Hammers Gala
a night of Dinner, Dancing & Silent Auction

Saturday, March 5, 2011            6-11 PM
Hyatt Regency in Greenwich, CT

Proceeds Benefit the Community Bridgebuilders Sponsorship 
of the

West Main Street Project in Stamford

Community Bridgebuilders 
Invites St. Mark’s To Our Sponsored Tables

Tickets are $250 per person

RSVP Now!
Bob Stephan:  rmstephan@optonline.net

or 
St. Mark’s: (203)966.4515 x111 / tmcgee@stmarksnewcanaan.org

To purchase tickets or give a gift to support the 
project, please send your checks to

Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County
1542 Barnum Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06610

Include Community Bridgebuilders in the Memo Line

2011 Musica Leonis Events
 

Sunday, February 13      5:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong

St. Mark’s Parish Choir
 

Sunday, March 27         5:00 p.m.
St. Mark’s Chorale Concert
St. Mark’s Chorale & Orchestra 

Saturday, April 23         8:00 p.m.
The Great Vigil of Easter

      Sunday, April 24        9 & 11 a.m.
Festal Easter Eucharist

The Combined Choirs of St. Mark’s

Sunday, May 8            10:00 a.m.
Mother’s Day Women & 

Girls Choir

Sunday, June 5              5:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong

St. Mark’s Parish Choir

Sunday, June 19           10:00 a.m.                       
Father’s Day Men & Boys Choir
 

Food Pantry Shopping List:
                

    Financial gifts should be made out to 
Human Services of New Canaan with Food Pantry in the memo line. 

Coffee & Tea - any types

Pasta Sauce & Canned Pasta

Juice Boxes & Bottled Juice

Cereal

Salad Dressings, Mayo, Ketchup, 

Mustard, Cooking Oil

Hash/Stew/Chili

Canned chicken (no tuna)

Kids Snacks (individually wrapped!)

Large Snack Bags

Toiletries

Reusable Shopping Bags
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To Bene• t

The Shelter for the Homeless

597Paci• c Street

Stamford, CT

PLEASE JOIN US

For an Evening of Music, Food and Fun…… 

and a Valentine Gift Boutique

Hilton Stamford Hotel

One First Stamford Place

Thursday, February 10, 2011 

6:00pm – 9:00pm
       

Tickets may be purchased on line at www.shelterforhome-
less.org by clicking the “Donate Now” button or at the 

Shelter Of• ce 203-406-0017

Christmas at St. Mark’s



ST . M ARK ’ S PARISH  REGISTER

JANUARY 2011

BAPTISMS

Amalia Jade Barefoot 
daughter of Carolina Buia Camps and Heath Evander Barefoot

John Luca Robert Barefoot
son of Carolina Buia Camps and Heath Evander Barefoot

Eleanor Fadely Glover
daughter of Elizabeth Abbott Dorman and Christopher Riley Glover

 
MEMORIAL SERVICES

William Kapp

Sherry Ann Seaver

Robert Dowell Tye

May Fair White Elephant donations 
are ongoing during the year. We have set 
a course with the White Elephant to up-
grade the quality of goods at  the 2011 
sale and are picking up a better selection 

of collectibles, ! ne 
goods and furniture. 

Please let your neigh-
bors know that we are 
actively doing this if 

you know they are moving, downsizing 
or remodeling. 

Storage Space Needed!  
Thank you in advance to the parish-
ioners who have come forward with 
barns, garages, basements we could 
use. If you have space PLEASE let us 
know"  Thank you to Deb Dodds and 
Greg Smith for providing some much 
needed space"  

Please call the Church Of! ce (966-
4515) for any donations, volunteer 
help, storage locations or if you need to 
schedule a pick-up of large furniture.

Much appreciated"
Kerry Robinson, May Fair Chair

Snow%Bishop%Consecrated%

by%our

Youth%Group

Sermons Online
When you can’t be here on a Sunday, or 
want to listen to the sermon one more 
time or want to forward it to a friend, 
don’t forget our sermons are on our 
website in audible format and some in 
text version: 
stmarksnewcanaan.org/sermonarchive.asp

Family Announcements and Photos

We welcome you to share family news 
and photos - births, weddings, deaths, 
photos,  prayer requests - with the church.  
This information will be placed in either 
the Lion’s Roar, the Sunday bulletin or 
in the Friday e-blast.  Please send your 
information to Rhonda Morrill:   
     rmorrill@stmarksnewcanaan.org 
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The Rev. Peter F. Walsh
 Rector
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Rhonda Morrill
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Richard DePatie
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Helen Palmesi
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Financial Secretary
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Parish Secretary

Ed Hill
Sexton

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
111 Oenoke Ridge Road
New Canaan, CT 06840
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203.966.3838 (bookstore)
www.stmarksnewcanaan.org 
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8:00 a.m.          Rite I Holy Eucharist

     5:00 p.m.        Evening Holy Eucharist II 

10:00 a.m.          Rite II Choral Holy Eucharist   Sunday

      9:30 a.m.           Holy Eucharist II with HealingWednesday
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