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ChristmaSublimé_hristmal idiculous

| laughed and was moved to tears watching a YouTube video where a choir (camouelagi¥
as normal people!) breaks into the Hallelujah Chorus at a mall food court, serenadi

a bunch of unsuspecting mall munchers with one of the greatest pieces of devotion &
music of all time. There it was — Christmas. From manger to mall, Jesus in the home & :
Santa! (To see it go to YouTub€hristmas Food Court Flash Mob, Hallelujah Chorus,
Must seél

Christmas is the season of the sublime and the ridiculous, the profound and the profa
all mixed together. Christmas snobs and Christmas slobs mill around malls looking fa
the right gift at the right price. In the midst of the usual cheesy sleigh bells ringing an
children singing we all hope for a movement of grace, a moment of holiness, of bei
intimately touched by the birth of our Lord.

That is where St. Mark’s comes in. Most of us do not bump into the Hallelujah Chorus at the food court. We have to
come here to get what we really need, the gift of Christ at Christmas, the feeling of being born again in his birth.

The Hallelujah Chorus and the Christmas portion dflessiahwill be performed by the St. Mark’s Chorale and Orchestra
on Friday evening December 10 at 8pm. Then, on Sunday December 19 at 5pm the choir will perform Christmas
Lesson and Carols. This is our seasonal sacred music, and it will serenade your
Inside this issue: soul and set you on the right path.

Rector’s Christmas Message 1 On Christmas Eve, the Pageant begins at 5pm. You may remember that last year

Handel'&essiah 2 we had the worldwide and cosmic premier of the Hollstein camel on a Hobbs
Music of the Season 3  stage with a Joanie Johnson tree top twinkle. To some it was the peak of pageant
Reredos Sculptor Visits the 4-6 performance, but lo (Bible-speak) not so. Last year the "star of wonder, star
Church of night, star of royal beauty bright” did not quite live up to its billing. But this
Nominating Committee 6  year, | can say with considence (and no data to back it up), we have the best star
Adult Education Classes 7 in Faireield County! How can it be? We have connections. We have Delaney
ﬁgiﬁﬁg;)en on Race to 8 Davidson who is connected to Howard Davidson. Howard is in charge of special

lighting at The Metropolitan Opera. Out of the goodness of his heart he is setting

PECEEL s ° up a mirror ball star that, after it heralds the birth of the Lord, will be used at the
The Lion’s Den 10 Met's New Year's Eve Gala.

Annual Pledge Campaign 11

May Fair Needs 11 At 10, the West Point Brass Quartet will help us all trumpet the good news of the
Nursery School This Fall 12 birth of Christ, as we celebrate the Festival Holy Eucharist of the Nativity with

Christmas Flowers & Music 13 Mother Anne preaching.

Job Transition Workshop/ 14 . . . .
Food Pantry Needs So come and come and come again so that Christ might live

Parish Register 15 4ﬁ4# and love in our lives, our community, and in the world.
. o v /e
Christmas Service Times 16
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St. Mark's Musica LeonisConcert Series
presents the annual Candlelight Concert !
featuring the Christmas portion of Handel's Handel S
Messiah.The concert, conducted by Music

Director Brian-Paul Thomas takes place in the

cathedral-like setting of St. Mark’s Episcopal

Church in New Canaan. The forty voices of I\/I
St. Mark’s Chorale will be accompanied by

essiah
an orchestra of professional musicians from

New York City and New Haven. Westchester Friday December 10 at 8pm
musician Jayson Rodovsky-Engquist joins ’

the orchestra as Continuo Harpsichordist.

Lawrence Jones performs the role of tenor soloist. Mr. Jones has performed with the Glimmerglass Opera, the S

Araso

Opera, the Aldeburgh Festival, the Stanford Opera and at Tanglewood. His concert/oratorio credits include the Harvard

Radcliffe Chorus and Orchestra, the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra, Carnegie Hall and the Boston Pops Org

He is a winner of the Metropolitan National Council Auditions, a !nalist in the Oratorio Society of New York s(
competition at Carnegie Hall and the Maria Holt Memorial
Scholarship Opera Competition Award.

Award-winning singer Mary Petro who performs regularly in

and abroad including France and Israel joins the St. Mark
Chorale as soprano soloist.

Matthew Curran, Bass join the performance as soloists. Bo
are greatly sought after opera singers in New York City.

Tickets for the performance are $25 designated seating wi
advanced purchase, $10 general seating and are available online, at St. Mark’s Of!ce and the Lion’s Den Book St
at the door. Online ticket purchase is on the St. Mark’s website at: http://www.stmarksnewcanaan.org/messiaht

A Gala Reception follows the Messiah in Morrill Hall. We need bakers and savory makers - 'nger foods, nibbles
desserts. We also need volunteers to help set up and decorate tables in the afternoon, arrange food during the ¢
and for clean up. Please contact the church oflce to let us know you can help.

Mary Petro Lawrence Jones Matthew Curran Blythe Gais

Soprano Tenor Bass Mezzo-sopran(

opera in the greater NYC area, with the Metropolitan Operg

This year rising stars Blythe Gaissert, Mezzo-soprano anm

Nestre
o)

Jre an
ts.as

and
pncel

sert
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Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols
Sung by the St. Marks Choir with Orchestra 2010-11 Musica Leonis Events
On Sunday, December 1@t 5:00pm, the
community of New Canaan will be treate
to a festival of Christmas Lessons and
Carols at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. This
very traditional musical offering originated
in England, at King’s College, Cambridge.
Intended to be presented on or after the
fourth Sunday of Advent, the service
features many of the beloved Christmas_ . )
carols, hymns and anthems of the season. An annual event in many Angligémay’ D_ecember 24 Chrlst_mas Eve
Episcopal churches, it is taking place at St. Mark’s for the !rst time in many C_h”StmaS Eve Eucharist
years. The form of the festival is one of special Christmas readings (lessons) Children’s Pageant 5:00 p.m.

alternating with cherished Christmas music (carols.) The Music of Christmas  9:30 p.m.
Festal Choral Eucharist ~ 10:00 p.m.

d Friday, December 10 8:00 p.m.
Handel, Messiah part |
St. Mark’s Chorale & Orchestra

Sunday, December 19  5:00 p.m
Christmas Lessons & Carols
St. Mark’s Choir & Orchestra

The festival will include venerable works such as Harold Datkelse Bleak

Mid-winter, and David WilcoxDing Dong Merrily on Highas well as some  Sunday, February 13 5:00 p.m.
newer favorites like John Rutter@hepherd’s Pipe Caraind Jesus Child Choral Evensong

The listeners, augmented by the choir, also have a chance to participate in  st. Mark’s Parish Choir

very familiar carols of the season includi@gce in Royal David’s CitgndO

Come, All Ye Faithful Sunday, March 27 5:00 p.m.

Lessons and Carols will take place in the cathedral-like atmosphere of the St. Mark's Chorale Concert
candlelit St. Mark’s Church. This season’s festival is unique in that the usual St. Mark's Chorale & Orchestra
choir and pipe organ will be greatly augmented by an orchestra of strings and _

woodwinds specially selected for this occasion. The instrumental forces fopaturday, April 23 8:00 p.m.
the program have been made possible by a donation received in thanksgiving | n€ Great Vigil of Easter

for the life of long-time parishioner and former New Canaan resident Spencer .

Oliver Friedman. St. Mark's Choirmaster, Brian-Paul Thomas, is especially Sunday, April 24 9& 11a.m.
enthusiastic and grateful for the opportunity to arrange the music with a special  F€stal Easter Eucharist
orchestra in mind. Additional instrumental works will include Badtgep  The Combined Choirs of St. Mark’s
May Safely Grazédor strings and organ to open the program, and Widor’s

triumphantToccataat the conclusion. Sunday, May 8 10:00 a.m.
Mother’s Day Women &
St. Mark’s Music Program Welcomes New Choir Membe Girls Choir
We are so glad to have added new singers in each of our choirs this fall.  gynday, June 5 5:00 p.m.
ing in choir is a very fulllling and fun activity. In addition there are hea Choral Evensong
bene!ts both for breathing and psyche. We can certainly 'nd room for n St. Mark’s Parish Choir
so please speak to Brian-Paul Thomas if you or your younger singers are
Joyful Noyze Boy and Girl Choristers ~ St. Mark’s Parish Chair Father’s Day Men &
Lucas Alvarez Evie Engelsen Jack Donahue Boys Choir
Alessandra Barefoot Megan Meyerson George Friesen : s
Sienna Barefoot : =0
- Nathaniel Hoover
Charlotte Beecher ~ ChOrISters . Sh Meli =
Olivia Jones Cameron Perkins annon Metligan

Lizzie Rae Ben Thorsheim Jennifer Walsh

Bill Roscoe Phineas Walsh
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St. Mark’s Choir Reredos Sculptor Visits Church for First Ti (4
By Ann Hagen

When sculptor O.V. (Verne) Shaffer visited St. Mark’s last October he \f
on a mission. He would see for the !rst time since its completion in 19
the majestic, ornate reredos fully assembled and installed.

A traditional element of Anglican churches, reredos or choir screfg
also known as a rood screen, became standard in late medieval ¢
architecture and served to divide the chancel from the nave. Typic
constructed of wood, stone or wrought iron, it is generally surmoun
by a rood loft carrying the Great Rood, a sculptural representation of
Crucilxion.

Fifty years ago Shaffer and the designer of St. Mark’s reredos, scul
Clark B. Fitz-Gerald, worked side by side for a year in Fitz-Gerald’s Mal
studio creating the massive wood and metal sculptural installation. Tor¢
in hand, their eyes protected by welding masks, they molded !ery st
bronze and copper into the !gures that now adorn the soaring 48-
openwork, wall-like screen separating the altar from the organ and cha ‘ v o

Sculptor O.V. (Verne) Shaffer see-
‘I had seen photos of the installation,” said Shaffer, “but never the !nished jng the reredos for the rst time.
piece. It's quite impressive. And it has held up well after all these years,”

he said.

“I spent a year in Maine, at Clark’s studio working on the construction of three large sculptures that Fitz-Gerald was creat
on commission. Clark had been in Maine a couple of years, and in 1956 | went to Maine to meet with him about the
Mark’s project. The concept was Clark’s, not the architect’s, and in order to visualize it, he did sketches and made mo
so we could get a sense of the scale of the project.”

The rood screen had probably been installed before the church pews went in, he speculated. The partially assern
installation would have been laid out on the "oor to position the metal rods that run from ceiling to "oor. Most of the bronz
Igures had already been af!xed according to the design plan.

| had seen Clark Fitz-Gerald (1917-2004), a well-known sculptor of abstract metal sculptures who producec
phOtOS of the public commissions for several American cities, churches and universities, received the commissic
installation.” for the rood screen from Sherwood, Mills & Smith, the architectural 'rm that designed St. Mark’s.
] ! Working in wood, stone, metal and bronze, Fitz-Gerald took inspiration from the natural world,
said Shaffer, including the structures of seeds and spores, kelp fronds and whale vertebrae.
“but never _ _ _ _
. Fitz-Gerald and Shaffer were colleagues at Beloit College in the 1950s and soon became good frien
the enished  Fit;-Gerald taught art and sculpture. Shaffer, a 1950 Beloit graduate, returned in 1955 to teach art a
piece. serve as director of the Wright Museum of Art. “Actually, there were three of us in the art departmen
, . at Beloit who thought alike,” Shaffer said. “Franklin Boggs, artist-in-residence from 1945 to 1977,
Its qwte Clark Fitz-Gerald, and me. | learned a lot about three-dimensional art from Frank and sculpture fror
impressive,” Clark. In 1956 Fitz-Gerald gave up teaching and moved to Castine, Maine, to be a sculptor full time,
he said.

Fitz-Gerald, who had begun using a welding torch to create sculpture, was in the vanguard of sculptors who w
experimenting with this new medium after World War Il. Although bronze has been made for more than 5,000 years, ol
more recently has welding bronze in the modern sense been possible. Under the in"uence of his mentor, Shaffer also b
experimenting with a welding torch, learning how to “translate ideas into sculpture,” as he put it.
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“Welding is so direct,” said Shaffer. “You can readily build up a piece. And it's so eexible
that you can work with great ease.”

In 1959 Shaffer took a year’s leave of absence from Beloit to join Fitz-Gerald in Maine.
The ineuence was powerful. Fitz-Gerald encouraged Shaffer to go out on his own, and
in 1961 he quit his position with the college and embarked on a solo career. He’s workec
on his own ever since, earning his living from private commissions. He has about 1,20C
pieces throughout the United States to his credit.

Shaffer’s Irst commission, a memorial to the Civil War Second Maine Regiment of

Volunteers erected in 1963, is a bronze sculpture situated in the Mount Hope Cemetery
Bangor, Maine. It depicts a faceless angel carrying a wounded soldier set atop a marbl
slab and bears the inscription from a John Greenlg
Whittier poem: “Not painlessly doth God recast an
mold anew the nation.”

Sculpting with welded bronze

is a relatively new process.  Many churches have commissioned Shaffer’s wo
including historic St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Beloi

Wisconsin, where he was a longtime parishioner. His Corpus Chancel Cross and
Friday Cross are two highly regarded pieces.

Shaffer's 70-foot seven-part sculpture of silver eames spiraling skyward, “Sticks
Fire,” is a Ixture of today’s Tampa, Florida, skyline. Commissioned by the city in 19
to commemorate the spirit of Tampa, the installation is dedicated to seven trustee fa
who helped fund the university there.

One of Shaffer’s largest sculptural installations is located in the Rotary Botanical GardCorpus Chancel Cross at St.
Janesville, Wisconsin. A garden focal point standing over 20 feet tall and weighing n@gel's Episcopal Church in
than a ton, “Dialogue: World Peace Thru Friendship” is dedicated to international peacgg|oit. \Wisconsin.

Much of Shaffer’s work is informed by his deep,
Midwestern roots. “I think that where you were born and raised is reeected in your
work,” he said.

For example, his association with the late Carl Welty, noted ornithologist and
professor of biology at Beloit College from 1934 to 1967, inspired his interest in
birds, which he translated into a series of sculptures that depicts bird forms and bird:
in «ight. One of his bird sculptures “Condor Two” can be seen at the Beloit Public
Library.

“I work alone,” he said about the creation of his sculptures. “They are my concepts
and my designs. | have them fabricated by a metal fabricator. | build them to a
certain height and then take them out of the shop to be !nished,” he said.

It takes about a year to a year and a half from commission to completion. | spend ¢
lot of time determining the concept,” he said.

_ “Planning is a big part of each commission — considering the requirements of the
The Calusa Indians of west-centrakite the budget, the client's needs and various solutions - and | work organically,

Florida named the city Tampa, whichwatching each piece as it evolves, solving problems along the way,” he said.
translates to “Sticks of Fire.”

Continued on next page.
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To solve the problem of screening St. Mark’s organ and choir, Fitz-Gerald came
up with the concept of the vertical beams, according to Shaffer. “Using vertical
beams was the simplest way to make the screen, and they are open enoug
for sound to get through, he said. “We worked the sculptures into the spaces
between. They're like looking at stars in the sky, and the scattering gives them
a suspended quality. At erst you see the totality of the whole pattern, and as you
get closer, pieces become more distinct,” he said.

“The center section, an ellipse made by broad, arched divisions, illustrates the
gospel of St. Mark,” he said. “We had to construct the pieces to a particular
scale so they would <t within the assigned spaces, and we knew approximately
where each would be located, but there was no particular order in which they
had to be done,” he said.

_

- : ! : “I had the most fun doing the section depicting the concept that out of God’s
Civil War Second Maine Regiment  nand come all these creatures. | would go into the studio thinking, today I'll do a
of Volunteers memorial in Mt. HOpe  frog or today I'll do a turtle or maybe a whale or even a lion.”

Cemetery in Bangor, Maine.

Shaffer spent a great deal of his life — more than 50 years — in Beloit, Wisconsin,
and many of his works are located there. Recently Shaffer moved his studio back to his hometown of Princeton, lllinc
where he continues to work on new commissions large and small. That he chose to visit St. Mark’s to see the sculpt
installation that may well have given him his start as an independent sculptor is fortunate for us. His visit has caused u
renew our appreciation for the impressive rood screen and acquaint ourselves with a renowned American sculptor wt
vision and accomplishment are part of the deening architecture of St. Mark’s Church.

We thank Ann Hagen, a new parishioner, for writing this article. Ann is a personal historian and genealogist, with
background as copywriter, editor, public relations and marketing communications professional in the maritime and textil
industries. Before entering the private sector she served as an admissions ofecer and English instructor at independ:e
secondary schools, such as the Emma Willard School, Pomfret School and Woodstock Country School.

Nominating Committee Work Begins

The Nominating Committee has begun its annualdsissembling names of candidates to run for tistri)/and Substitute
Delegates to the Diocesan Convention / Mid-FagBleanery. The parishioners selected to run faetlpsitions will be
presented for election to the parish at the AnMegting at the end of January, 2011. The congr@yadiinvited to submit
names of potential candidates to Nominating Conesaithembers. The current Nominating Committee mesrdoer

John LayngChair, Jonathan Bitting, Jill Ernst, Breeze HobKerry Robinson*, Carlyn Tiefenthaler

1 Member to the Vestry for a 2-year term **

2 Parishioners to serve as Substitute Delegatbe
Diocesan Convention/Mid-Faireeld Deay
(selected by the Nominating Committee

3 Members of the Nominating Committee

This year we will be electing:
2 Wardens, Treasurer and Clerk (selected biréwntor)
4 Members to the Vestry for 3-year terms **

(from 6 names selected by the Vestry)

The names of *nal candidates for all the positiorentioned will be announced to the parish in Jgnua

*  Elected to serve a full two year term
**  Nominating Committee selects 8 candidates to dstanelection to the Vestry
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Adult Education Classes

Sunday

The Year of the Storycontinues on Sundays, in Morrill Hall from 9:00-9:45am. Join the clergy as we take a year-long
mountain-top tour of the Bible! Each Sunday we will read and discuss a major Bible story,
beginning with Genesis and ending with Revelation. See below for a partial syllabus*.
Childcare is available in the nursery wing.

(Sundays, 9-9:45am in Morrill Hall)

Foundations for Discipleship,a class intended for newcomers and adults preparing for bap-
tism or con"rmation but open to everyone, will have 12 sessions spanning the program yea
It will meet on Sundays 11:15-12:15 in the Education Center and will cover the basics of the
faith including Jesus, the Bible, prayer, the sacraments, and church mWiater dates:
Sundays beginning January 9 and running throughryel8; Spring dates: Sundays begin-
ning March 20 and running through April 10). éé®ntoo late to join this conversational
classChildcare is available in the nursery wing.

doctoral [(Seasonal Sundays, 11:15-12:15am in the Education Center)

Allson  Gruseke,
candidate in Old Testamen
Studies at Yale, was a Yeahﬂonday
of the Story guest speaker

Monday Morning Class gathers in the Library from 9:15-10:30am. “Finding Meaning in the
Second Half of Life” by James Hollis, PhD, will be the focus of the new Monday class. Join
Mother Anne and fellow parishioners (from all stages of life!) as we discuss key life issues such as barriers to transforr
tion, the dynamics of intimate relationship, recovering a mature spirituality in a materialistic age, the family during the se
ond half of life, and career vs. vocation. Childcare provided. The book is available in the Lion’s Den. Childcare providec
(Mondays, 9:15-10:30am in the Library)

Wednesday

Wednesday Morning Bible Study meets in the Education Center from 10-11am. Bishop Grein leads a class on apocalyj
tic literature in preparation for a study of the Book of Revelation. All are welcome.

(Wednesdays, 10-11am in the Education Center)

Thursday

Meditation Group meets each Thursday morning from 9:00-9:30am in the church house parlor. All welcome, includin
beginners.

(Thursdays, 9-9:45am in the Library)

The Bible Marathon, an opportunity to read through the Bible cover to cover (that's right, every word) in six months
(October-April, with a break during December). Mother Anne will give you a reading plan and we will meet for discus
sion: We will have bimonthly discussion meetings on $tiays and monthly discussion meetings on Sundays.

Thursday Dates: Jan 6, Jan 20, Feb 3, Feb 1¢h\N8aMarch 17, March 31, April 14, April 28, Mag

Sunday Dates: Jan 9, Jan 23, Feb 13, Maraka2id 10, May 1
The reading schedule is on the website: www.stmarksanaan.org/adulteducation.asp
(Thursdays, 10-11am and Sundays, 10-11am )

*Mid-Winter Syllabus for the Year of the Story

December 12 Wisdom Literature Bishop Grein
December 19 Messianic Prophecy Father Peter
December 26 no class

January 2 Intro to the Life of Jesus Father Peter
January 9 The Baptism of Jesus Bishop Grein
January 16 Proclaiming the Good News Mother Anne
January 23 Healing Father Peter
January 30 Teaching Bishop Grein
February 6 Parables Mother Anne

February 13 Ethics Father Peter
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A Journey To Somewhere

Last week St. Mark’s sponsored after viewing theA Race to Nowheye life. It was as though | was forcing
public viewing of the documentard | began wondering about a St. Mark’shem to write with their weak hands.
Race to Nowherm Morrill Hall. The youth group activity calledtighs and This is all to illustrate one basic point,
IIm introduces the audience to a silentows” in which each young personwhich I'd like to make in conclusion:
epidemic of academic standardizatiotakes the "oor and shares the “highWhere is the churchin all this? Where is
in the American education system irand “low” points of his/her week. that haven of safety that builds children
which children are starting youngerWithout fail, every person reportsfrom the inside-out and nurtures the
working harder, and enduring morea high test score as the “high” androwth of their faith and intellect
stress and pressure than ever befombther too much homework or a lowthrough the unrelenting aflrmation
As a national trend, the private livegest score as the “low.” They can tallof an entire community of interested

of America’s teenagers are adults? What would
dominated by homework, happen if St. Mark’s as a
they are over-involved in faith community began

extra-curricular activities, . ; -telling  our children
they sleep too little, and What would happen if St. Mark's as a faltHand teenagers—

they spend too much COmmunity began telling our children andprough intentional,
time and energy focusing teenagers—through intentional, intergenerationaintergenerational
on college applications. ra|ationships—that they are valuable, not becaugdgiationships—that they
. are valuable, not because
But for what ultimate of their SAT scores and GPAs, but because th@fytheir SAT scores and

purpose and at what cost? are made in the eternal image of Almighty God@pas, but because they
are made in the eternal

Rates of childhood image of Almighty God?
depression and obesity Not because they are
are climbing, substance called to a life of work,
use and abuse trends are alarmingbout anything, but the regular topic obut a life of meaning? What would it
the percentage of teenagers wheohoice is grades. mean if we decided to end the race to
regularly cheat on homework and nowhere and invited our kids to embark

tests is staggering, and ironicallyCould it be that our youth don'ton a lifelong journey to somewhere?
with all the parental hand-holding andalk about other areas of their lives
homework policing, a high percentagdecause there aren’t other areas of théis we re"ect on what it means to
of seniors are reportedly underlives? That can't be. But perhaps thanticipate the coming of Christ during
prepared for the freedom and academissue is that there aren’t other areas éidvent, | hope we will ask ourselves
rigor of the colleges that admit theheir lives which receive the kind ofthe same question that drives the !Im:
doctored, paper versions of thembroad-based societal reinforcement anhat is all this for? | hope we can
make-or-break understand that our lives are about more
pressureascollegethan our status and our achievements;
preparation. Last namely, they are about God’s status
| week, | informed and God’s achievements in accepting
a small group us just the way we are. When we
at the outset of allow our lives to be liberated from
“highs and lows” external expectations and pressures and
that they would transformed by the love that resides
not be allowed internally, | dare say that the Christ
to mention child is born anew in us.
. academics.
L1 They struggled, With love against all fear,
but each was joshya A. Hill
eventually able 10 pirector of Children's and Youth Ministries
- Ind something to
8th Grade Conlrmation Class with Josh Hill on the stepsSay from sports,
of St. John the Divine in NYC on the traditional Nightwa%ﬁatre’ or family

outing.
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Christmas Dove Program Headed Up by
Jr. High Youth Group

Each year, St. Mark’s joins with 18 other churchtesparticipate in
Person-to-Person’s Christmas Dove Program offettieggift of food
to families and seniors in our community who migtiterwise go with-
out this Holiday Season. At this time only greeweab are available in
the church house or outside Morrill Hall. Pleas#otv the directions
printed on it and bring joy into another home gasason.

White Dove: Fill a box with food and love for Christmas D&yl
necessary food items and directions are on thesewsde of the
Dove. A $15.00 contribution is required so Persms#¢rson can

purchase a supermarket gift card for each familguy their own
choice of meat.

Green Dove:A !'nancial contribution to Person-to-Person’s 8Bletiship or Emergency Assistance Fund. Scholarship
will enable eager students to continue their edmcaEmergency Assistance Fund will help someorik avifuel bill,
rent or a medical bill not covered by Medicaided®e mail your 'nancial contribution directly telBon-to-Person.

5th and 6th grade church school children undedifeetion of Rachel Ranieri have distributed theité/Boves and are now
organizing the drop off and delivery of the Chriagioxes. Pleaseturn your !lled, closed, wrapped box to the church reus
parlor and foyer the week december 13-18. They must be here b$aturday December 18for a timely delivery.

prealmayer bete. Christmas Pageant Notes

unem, Nick Ranieri

and Jeanne Collins cre

ate the traditional sym-

bol of Advent at church
on November 21.

We wellcome alll tihe childiren tedsed part of th

: beloved tradition on Christmas Eve. There w

Advent Wreathmakmg Sunday be costumes for all and parts for everyone....a

shepherds, animals. If you have visiting childre|
invite them to join the holy fun!

Rehearsal Schedule:

Deecenhberd9: M%@éﬂem@ly Bd@am.
Deeenibep@0: 4-Gpmlilightingas
reteheaisab(ridichiidren)

Chip Ressel looks on as Degeniber23: BrtlBthegraderst-ds6pm.
Stephanie Johnson andg

mﬂl(gg@@mwmdmd%@ﬁpm
stureSiRistributed
Decenibep24: ﬁpm %M@M%Mﬁant.
Flesseas e airdpm

Rick Ressel craft their
family wreaths.
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The Lion’s Den Last Minute Christmas Gifts

Books! People do still buy books!!! Great gifts are Book of Common Prayer/Hymnal
Combination and Book of Common Prayer/Bible Combination. Also, we have many
beautiful coffee table books for your perusal including a Christmas favorite called The

Art of the Creche.

Nativities from around the world are on
display and for sale in a wide variety of prices.
A store favorite is the Hestia Collection, which
feature hand-dressed and painted nativity
egures made in Marblehead, MA. Buy 1 or 2 egures each year and build your
nativity over time.

Back by popular demand are the wonderful Botanicus room diffuser’s and
candle jars. Limited fragrances. Take a sniff! Heaven!!!

Christmas Music! Susan Boyle’s The Gift is just a dream! Also a favorite in the store isd3is Roel and two

albums recorded by Gloriae dei Cantores at The Church of the Transeguration in Orleans, MA.; Keeping Christmas:

Beloved Carols and the Christmas Story, and The Bells of Christmas.

This fall, Thea McGee stopped by the home of Marjstorrill
in South Dennis on Cape Cod to pick up some archiderial

be in good health and spirits. She sends along her best wis

to the parish.

from her days at St.
Mark's.  Marjorie

Morrill is the wife

of the late Grant
Morrill, rector of St.

Mark's from 1955-
75.

Mrs. Morrill cel-
ebrated her 90th
birthday last year
and continues to

+ <+
THE LioN’s DEN

GIFT & BOOKSIDREE
Sr. MarKs EPisscopra ICHURGHH

haxe ffatth, we lieareet blze
besit gftsintiomwn

OrmnDaLy 9aM -1 ClosoFRDAYSS

hes

111 Qsesse Resls 4 Ne" CHe#tifs C$ 4 203.966.3838
" oS Voo (Hethhe o'
4
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Stock Donation Procedures

Whether you are considering paying the balanceoof pledge commitment or
contemplating paying future pledge commitments, goght want to do so by
donating stock. We are directing our stock donatthrough TD AMERITRADE
in Stamford.

Parishioners wishing to donate stock to St. Mastk@uld follow these procedures:

1. Advise Dick DePatie, Parish AdministratorNadia Cwiach, Financial Sec-
retary, at the Parish Oflce (966-4515), that yawdndecided to make a stock gift
to St. Mark’s. Give the name of the stock and tinalper of shares to be donated
With this information, we can track the transaction

2. You will be given the Account Number and thEMNumber by either Dick
DePatie or Nadia Cwiach. These numbers are negdgalib broker.

3. Your broker then contacts TD AMERITRADE, Standf, with all the pertinent
information and the stock will be sold. We shoubdenthat stock transferred elec-
tronically will incur lower fees — producing monanfds for St. Mark’s.

4. Proceeds from the stock sale will then be tgeBt. Mark’s.

Here are some other details about our broker:

e Stock brokerage !'rm: TD AMERITRADE, Stamford, CT.

e Broker contact: David Messina

* Telephone: (203) 325-5291; Fax: (203) 325-5299

¢ E-mail address for broker: david.messina@tdameritrade.com

This is a wonderful way to meet your stewardshiabons. Be sure, however, to
follow the instructions described above.

2011 Annual Pledge Campaign

We invite you to support the 2011
Annual Pledge Campaign if you
haven't already done so. Thank
you to those who have made a com-
mitment. The giving of our time,
talent, and

treasurefor

the love of

the Lord is

a holy dis-

cipline and

the “gaso-

line” that empowers the engine of
mission and ministry at St. Mark’s.
The majority of parishioners make
an annual pledge, which helps the
church to make a budgeted ministry
plan.

We are working to make pledging
and giving as easy as possible and,
to that end, we have added an on-
line option on our website. Please
see the Click to Pledge/Click to Pay
note in the insert.

May Fair 2011

Donations Are 365 Days a Year
May Fair White Elephant donations ar
ongoing during the year. We have set|a
course with the White Elephant to up
grade the quality of goods at the 201
sale and are picking up a better selectipn
of collectibles, !ne goods and furniture.

U

[y

Please let your neighbors know that we are actigelyig
this if you know they are moving, downsizing or wefal-

ing.

Storage Space Needed!
Thank you in advance to the parishioners who have cqme
forward with barns, garages, basements we could use. If
you have space PLEASE let us know" Thank you to Deb
Dodds and Greg Smith for providing some much needed
space”

Please call the Church Oflce (966-4515) for any dona-
tions, volunteer help, storage locations or if you need to
schedule a pick-up of large furniture.

Much appreciated"”
The Elves of May Fair
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Ma r S Nur sery School

Nursery School December Update

Dear Friends of St. Mark’s Nursery School,

Here are a few fun photo highlights from our two annual parent evBatsdy and Me DayandMom'’s Night Out Both

are such special traditions in their own rigbaddy and Me Days a proud day for sons and/or daughters to show-off the
routine of their school day with block building, painting, reading, play dough and much more.Mghils Night Out
doesn't include the children, it’s still an important outing for our deserving parents who need to connect with other mor
and_take a break from the routine. Both are special times and keep SMNS a small community amongst our families.

Here at St. Mark’s Nursery School, we look to the holiday season as a time to discuss and celebrate family and friends,
give thanks. Children paid a special visit to the New Canaan Food Bank a few days prior to Thanksgiving with a variety
food donations. We also give an enormous amount of time and energy to our “adopted” sister school program, the Je:
Hudgens Head Start Program in Stamford. This year, we will deliver a special bundle of gifts for each boy and girl in hoy
to make their holiday a little brighter. A heartfédank youto all SMNS families for their most generous donations to both
charity efforts.

We end 2010 with our annual and festi¥eliday Sing-A-Longon Thursday, December 1@t 11:00 am in Morrill Hall.
All family and friends of SMNS students are invited!

Lastly, don't forget to mark your calendar for Tuesday, JanudhjatMrs. Palmesi’'s Rulesrom 9:15 — 11:15 am in the
Library. It is a humorous discussion of bottom line basics for the “growing up and holding down of young children.”

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Helen S. Palmesi, Director of SMNS

Mom'’s Night Out & DaidyyaaddVidcDayy
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NewCanasnCaTS
CAREERRANSITIONBIPRORT

JOB TRANSITION?Z
ARE YOU...

* Looking for a job?

e Getting back in the work force?

* Anticipating a change in
employment status?

e Looking to pursue your dream?

NEW CANAAN CaTS
CAN HELP

Bi-weekly workshops and resources to
help develop an effective job search plan.

Wwww.newcanaancats.org

Sponsored by
The First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan &
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

New Canaan CaTS Workshops

Holiday Job Search Strategies:
Professionals AND College Seniors & Grads

Thursday, Dec 16 First Presbyterian Church -7-9p.m
“Holiday Job Search Strategies, Part II”

As the holiday season fast approaches, you may be wondering,
“Should | dial back my job search? Re-begin my search
efforts after the Irst of the year?” The resounding answer,
in the words of Laura Powers, President of Powers Career
Coaching and 15 year veteran career coach, is “Absolutely
NOT" Why? Because most people will be doing just that...
and your role as a job seeker is to Differentiate Yourself
from Your Competition” Come join Laura and other CaTS
members for a vibrant, workshop series and learn essential
tools, techniques and strategies you will need to make the
most of your job search during the holiday season.

During this workshop, Laura will discuss specilc reasons
why the holiday season is a perfect time in which to ramp up
job search activity and will offer participants a concrete set
of guidelines as to how (and how not to) navigate holiday job
search activity.

Coffee & Tea )
pasta sauce & canned past

r
1
|
‘ . Juice Boxes & Bottled Juice
|
1
1
|
1
|

. Ceredl -
. Salad Dressings, ngo, Ke
Mustard, Ccooking oil
. chili
. HashlSter
canned chicken (no tuna)

ndividually wrapp

. Kids gnacks (
. lLarge gnack Bags
. Toiletries -
. Reusable sShopping Bagds
‘ please NO tuna at this t‘\me
: or expired products.—
— — —

-—
—
- =

ed!)

Food Pantry Needs Are Increasing

The Food Pantry is running low on supplies while
the demands are soaring. Please help restock our
shelves with the supplies on the shopping list.

|
|
‘ Donations should be brought to the Undercroft,
down the ramp by the lower parking lot. Food
| can be put on tables along far left wall of room.
|
|
|

Financial gifts may be made out to New Canaan
Human Services with Food Pantry in the memo
line.
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Photo Directory in the Works
Holy Connectivity!

y y St. MARK’'S PARISH REGISTER

We can help you get to know everyone in

the parish and here’s how...

Novemser 2010

e Just say Cheese! For the next few Sun-

days a roving band of St. Mark’s photog-

raphers will be taking family photos for BapTisms

our new in-house, home-grown directory . .

during Coffee Hour. We're taking casual ~ Lilia Elise Engelsen _

pictures - p|ease don’t feel Ob||gated to daughter Of Mehssa EI|Zabeth Houser and Nathar"el D. Engels@n

“dress” the kids. All we ask is a smile! If

you prefer, send in a photo to: Bracelen Thornton Gibbs Flood

tmcgee@stmarksnewcanaan.org son of Jera Doucette and James Caperton Thornton Flood

* Wear your nametag, if you don’t have Johanna Kellman

one, please contact the church of"ce. It
will magically appear for you by next

Andrew Kerr Lovering
week.

son of Priscilla Sandberg and Scott Bradley Lovering
e Check out the FaithBook Wall in Mor- _
rill Hall. We will use your photo direc- Jack Edward Hill Vincent
tory picture if you haven't sent one in or son of Elisa Julianna Ahrend and Edward Charleshdal Vincent
updated a past one.

Family Announcements and Photos

We welcome you to share family news and photos - births, wed- Banti Dat

dings, deaths, photos, prayer requests - with the church. This aptism Date

information will be placed in either thgon’s Roay the Sunday | t BapismefCurlo  Sunda Jan. 9, 201 10:00ar
bulletin or in the Friday e-blast. Please send your informationi|t . . .
Rhonda Morrill, rmorrill@stmarksnewcanaan.org Qr Easter Vji Saturd: April 23, 2011 800p.
T Penteco: Sunday, June 12, 20111 10:00 a.r

Wedding and Engagement Photos
T Al Saints' Day Sunday, Nov.6,2011 10:00ar

At St. Mark’s, we celebrate Baptism on tie feagt
listed abow. For irfiormation, please call the eich oflce
and if you vant to schedule a baptism be suire fesera

weeks before the desired d

Laura Grace Castellano and
Jeffrey Sumner Richards

. _ (Mother Anne’s son)
Hyejin and Wil Cromwell

(Lea & John Cromwell’s son)
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Weekly Service Times

8:00 a.m.
Sunday  [10:00 a.m.

5:00 p.m

Rite | Holy Eucharist

The

Lion’s

Roar

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Rite 1l Choral Holy EuchariSbenoke Ridge Road

Evening Holy Eucharist Il

Wednesday | 9:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist I with

The Rev. Peter F. Walsh

Rector

The Rev. Anne F.C. Richards

Senior Assistant

The Right Rev. Richard F. Grein

Bishop in Residence

Joshua A. Hill

Director of Children’s and

Youth Ministries

Brian-Paul Thomas

Organist and Choirmaster

Rhonda Morrill

Director of Communications

Richard DePatie
Parish Administrator

Helen Palmesi
Nursery School Director

Melanie Moyna
Bookstore Manager

Nadia Cwiach
Financial Secretary

Thea McGee
Parish Secretary

Ed Hill
Sexton

New Canaan, CT 06840
203.966.4515

203.966.0439 (fax)
203.972.7888 (nursery school)

H %@6.3838 (bookstore)

tmarksnewcanaan.org
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