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The Worldwide and Cosmic Premier of the

Hollstein Camel on a Hobbs Stage 
with a

Joanie Johnson Tree-Top Twinkle

If you thought last year’s Christmas Pageant was great, this year’s promises to be even more splendiferous.  You may 
have heard that last year we introduced live animals who bleated and brayed on their way to our proverbial Bethlehem.  
(You can ask Caroline Tucker and Kim Matthews what else they did to give us that genuine grade A “you are there at the 
stable” feel).  

This year the festivity of the Nativity is ! lled with more creativity. We are adding a stage so that the whole cast of char-
acters can be seen.  The staging will bring the front of the chancel up to the height of the altar.  It will be used for years 
to come for the pageant and for musical performances.  Some of you may remember that St. Mark’s had staging like this 
when Duke Ellington performed and premiered a Mass setting here years ago.  The stage is being donated by parishioner 
Scott Hobbs and built by award winning Hobbs Incorporated, one of the nation’s highest quality custom residential home 
builders.  The wood for the stage was donated by Weed and Duryea Lumber and Home Center on Grove Street. 

The stage is so well built that it is worthy of the world-wide and cosmic premier 
of the rare, one-of-a-kind, double-humped Hollstein Camel.  Last year, parish-
ioner Brian Hollstein heard we were looking for a camel and he said, “I’ll build 
you one.”  This Brian-esque, barely Bedouin Bactrian will accompany the Three 
Wise Men on the long journey up the center aisle.   You will have to be here to 
see and believe the “Stayin’ Alive Star” that will guide them.  

The nativity animals accompanying our shepherds and Mary and Joseph will be 
back.  We are praying that A-Rod, the pygmy donkey has worked on his church 
etiquette over the year.  

To tip top it all off, the backdrop for the Christmas season will be twinkling 
Christmas trees decorated by Joanie Johnson, designer and event-planner ex-
traordinaire. She has spent nearly countless hours " uf! ng each branch. These 
trees have been paid for in great part by Charlene and Tom Berardino and will 
adorn the church for years to come.  

Please invite the children of visiting family and friends to be a part of this 
cherubic pageant.  There will be extra angel, shepherds and animal costumes for 
them to don in the narthex.  They can join right in with  the multitudes of our 
heavenly hosts.
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PROPOSED MISSION
Go and make disciples who experience

A deeper life in Christ
A more holy communion with one another 

and
A greater love for the world

PROPOSED VISION FOR THE FUTURE
A church bursting with disciples

Who are so transformed by the Holy Spirit that

They live to give for the love of  the Lord

Christmas at St. Mark’s
                                             ( from front page)
After you have gone to the holy hill to 
join in the community carols, come back 
at 9:30 p.m. for the Music of Christmas 
featuring the West Point Brass and the 
10 p.m. Festival Holy Eucharist with 
the St. Mark’s Choir and brass.  We are 
grateful to Joy C. Luke for funding the 
holy horns that enliven our adoration.   
We are lifted to glorious heights singing 
in exaltation with choirs of angels and 
the imminent intimacy of singing Silent 
Night while mystically peering in the crib 
of Christ. 

Christmas morning at 10 a.m. brings the 
sunshine of the birth of the Son of God in 
a communal Eucharist that leaves every-
one saying, “Merry Christmas.”

The sounds of the season begin with the 
choir’s performance of Handel’s Messiah
(Part I, the Christmas portion and the Hal-
lelujah Chorus) on Friday, December 11 
at 8 p.m.  One of my seminary professors 
said, “Handel got this one right.”  So does 
the St. Mark’s Chorale!  It is devotional 
entertainment that will delight your senses 
and satisfy your soul.  A womped up re-
ception will follow, thanks to Sue Jeffries 
and Lois Sandberg!  

On December 20 at 3p.m., a traditional 
service of Advent Lessons and Carols will 
be performed by the choir.  This will sure-
ly “set the stage” for the coming anew of 
the Christ child. 

 

Green Faith Action Committee

Within the last several months, Father Peter appointed Richard Thomas 
to spearhead the Green Faith Action Committee. Richard eagerly accept-
ed the challenge and formed a group to explore various ways St. Mark’s 
could go about evaluating how to incorporate “green” initiatives into our 
system. From the outset, the Property Committee has been involved and 
useful in helping to establish goals.  Over time, the committee has grown 
and welcomes anyone who is interested in this movement.

There is a whole range of possibilities when you examine green opportu-
nities. The committee has decided to separate the projects into three phas-
es: 1.) immediate actions, 2.) intermediate actions that involve design and 
construction standards and 3.) longer range actions as to how St. Mark’s 
might give back to the community and beyond. Each phase is important 
and will be a bene" t to the Church and New Canaan.

One of the " rst and immediate opportunities was to contact Connecticut 
Light & Power and request an audit of our electrical system.  We were 
referred to a company – Ef" cient Lighting & Maintenance, Inc. - who 
specializes in these types of audit. Recently we were noti" ed that the au-
dit has been completed and will be presented to the committee within the 
next several days. 

Other efforts are underway as well.  Such activities as being more recy-
cling ef" cient, examining what products we use (can we use more en-
vironmentally friendly products?), looking at operations to see where 
improvements might be made and designing an educational program to 
promote green awareness. There are many other areas to look at too. 

The prospects are exciting. You will hear much more in the months ahead. 
The committee includes Richard Thomas, Chair, Jarvis Cromwell, Lea 
Cromwell, Dick DePatie, David Kraemer, Heather Lauver, Paul Reiss, 
Catherine Sturgess, Father Peter Walsh and Mark Thorsheim. 
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St. Mark’s Musica Leonis Concert Series presents 
the annual Candlelight Concert featuring the Christ-
mas portion of Handel’s Messiah. The concert, con-
ducted by Music Director Brian-Paul Thomas takes 
place in the cathedral-like setting of St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in New Canaan. The forty voices 
of St. Mark’s Chorale will be accompanied by an 
orchestra of professional musicians from New York 
City and New Haven. Stamford musician Scott 
Turkington joins the orchestra as Continuo Harp-
sichordist.

Lawrence Jones performs the role of tenor soloist.  Mr. Jones has performed with the Glimmerglass Opera, the Sarasota 
Opera, the Aldeburgh Festival, the Stanford Opera and at Tanglewood. His concert/oratorio credits include the Harvard-
Radcliffe Chorus and Orchestra, the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra, Carnegie Hall and the Boston Pops Orchestra. He 
is a winner of the Metropolitan National Council Auditions, a ! nalist in the Oratorio Society of New York solo competi-
tion at Carnegie Hall and the Maria Holt Memorial Scholarship Opera Competition Award.

Award-winning singer Mary Petro who performs regularly in 
opera in the greater NYC area, with the Metropolitan Opera 
and abroad including France and Israel joins the St. Mark’s 
Chorale as soprano soloist.

This year rising stars Blythe Gaissert, mezzo-soprano and 
Christopher Temporelli, bass join the performance as soloists. 
Both are greatly sought after opera singers based in New York 
City.

Tickets for the performance are $10 general seating  and $25 
designated seating with advanced purchase, and are available 
through St. Mark’s of! ce and the Lion’s Den Book and Gift Shop and at the door on the evening of the performance. 

A Gala Reception follows the Messiah in Morrill Hall. We need bakers and savory makers - ! nger foods, nibbles and 
desserts. We also need volunteers to help set up and decorate tables in the afternoon, arrange food during the concert, 
and for clean up. Please contact Sue Jeffries: 966-6518 / (suejeffries7@sbcglobal.net) or Lois Sandberg: 966-2848 / 
(Lsandberg1@aol.com) or the church of! ce to let us know you can help. 

Handel's

    M essiah
             Friday, December 11 at 8pm

d 

k 

      Mary Petro                              Lawrence Jones                       Christopher Temporelli                      Blythe Gaissert    
        Soprano           Tenor                Bass                                        Mezzo-soprano

  December 2009                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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2010 Pledge Campaign Notes

The Annual Pledge Campaign is the way we decide how 
much we will pledge to the church to support its opera-
tions throughout the upcoming year.   The Annual Pledge 
Campaign for 2010 will be part of a combined campaign 
that includes a Capital Campaign and an Endowment 
Campaign. That combined campaign will be launched in 
the • rst quarter of 2010. This schedule leads to an impor-
tant question for each of us: What should our plans be for 
the • nancial support of St. Mark’s between now and the 
launch of the combined campaign?   

Our goal this year is to eliminate the current de• cit and pro-
duce a balanced budget.  We are counting on achieving this 
goal through increases in pledge levels by those currently 
pledging, pledges from those members who did not pledge 
in 2009, and pledges from new members. We ask that you 
refer to the recent letter coming (or already received) from 
Jim Hilboldt and Sara Smith, our 2010 Pledge Campaign 
Co-chairs for more information and guidance on making 
your 2010 pledge plans.  You are also encouraged to attend 
one of the remaining focus group sessions to learn about 
the plans for the Annual Budget and the capital and endow-
ment needs and opportunities. (Remaining dates below.)

Sunday, December 6, 11:15 a.m.
Thursday, December 10, 10:00 a.m.  
Sunday, December 13, 11:15 a.m.

Stock Donation Procedures 

Whether you are considering paying the balance of your pledge 
commitment or contemplating paying future pledge commitments, 
you might want to do so by donating stock. We are directing our 
stock donations through TD AMERITRADE in Stamford.

Parishioners wishing to donate stock to St. Mark’s should follow 
these procedures:

1.   Advise Dick DePatie, Parish Administrator, or Nadia Cwi-
ach, Financial Secretary, at the Parish Of• ce (966-4515), that 
you have decided to make a stock gift to St. Mark’s. Give the 
name of the stock and the number of shares to be donated. With 
this information, we can track the transaction.

2.   You will be given the Account Number and the DTC Num-
ber by either Dick DePatie or Nadia Cwiach. These numbers are 
needed by your broker. 

3.   Your broker then contacts TD AMERITRADE, Stamford, 
with all the pertinent information and the stock will be sold. We 
should note that stock transferred electronically will incur lower 
fees – producing more funds for St. Mark’s.

4.   Proceeds from the stock sale will then be sent to St. Mark’s.

Here are some other details about our broker:
Stock brokerage • rm: TD AMERITRADE, Stamford, CT.• 
Broker contact: David Messina• 
Telephone: (203) 325-5291; Fax: (203) 325-5299• 
E-mail address for broker:                                                        • 
 david.messina@tdameritrade.com

This is a wonderful way to meet your stewardship obligations. Be 
sure, however, to follow the instructions described above. 

Tax-free Giving From Your IRA

New Charitable IRA Rollover

If you are 70½ or older temporary legislation allows you to make cash gifts totaling up to $100,000 per year from your tradi-
tional or Roth IRA to quali• ed charities such as St. Mark’s without incurring income tax on the withdrawal. This is good news 
for people who want to make a charitable gift during their lifetime from their retirement assets, but have been discouraged from 
doing so because of the income tax penalty. 

The current provision is effective for tax years 2008 and 2009 only. For the 2009 tax year, you must act by December 31 to take 
full advantage of the current legislation. 

Charitable IRA Rollover Provision

On October 3, 2008, Congress passed the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (H.R. 1424), which includes an exten-
sion of the IRA Charitable Rollover. The extension is retroactive, applying to distributions made throughout both the 2008 and 
2009 tax years. The extension allows individuals 70½ and older to donate up to $100,000 from their IRAs to tax-free quali• ed 
charitable organizations. The gift can count toward your minimum distribution requirement.

The new provision permits distributions from traditional IRAs or Roth IRAs to quali• ed public charities and private operating foun-
dations as described in IRC 170 (b)(1)(A). Whereas such distributions were previously income taxable, they are now excludable 
from gross income, eliminating the income tax penalty for such charitable gifts. 

Please note: We strongly urge that you consult your attorney, ! nancial and/or tax advisor to review and approve this informa-
tion provided to you without charge or obligation.  This information in no way constitutes advice.  We will gladly work with 
your independent advisor to assist in any way. 
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Save 

the Dates

Men’s Retreat 
led by 

Father Peter

Friday - Saturday    April 16-17, 2010

           Dolce in Norwalk

Women’s Retreat 

led by 

Mother Anne

Friday - Saturday     April 23-24, 2010

Dolce in Norwalk

Youth Group Updates

New 5PM Service :  Regular Sunday night Schedule Dec. 6, 13, and 20.   If you haven!t yet seen the 
new 5pm service, come.   It!s super chill. 

Youth Group Supper:  Simple supper providers are needed for the Youth Groups starting 
January 2010.  Take a month, take a few weeks; supper is 5:30-6 Sunday evenings.  Contact 
Sara Walker to learn more.... sld43@yahoo.com

Advent Party (7-12th) – Friday, Dec. 11 6-7:45 pm in Library.  B ring a “white elephant” gift 
for gift exchange.   A White elephant is something used you don!t want any more.  Do not spend 
money.   We!ll play games, have food.  Then, we!ll go together to the St. Mark!s Chorale perfor-
mance of Handel!s Messiah.   Tickets are $10.  Josh  would love to see the cost of tickets for 
the whole youth group donated by some great support er of youth and music.  Are you out there? Call me. 

Acolytes  will practice on December 10 from 7-8:30pm in Morrill Hall.  All are welcome. Acolyte sched-
ule for upcoming month is populated by those acolytes who attend practice.  

Nightwatch Lockin Program  at St. John the Divine has been re-scheduled  for January 29.   All Sr. 
Highs who want to attend must pay a deposit ($23, not refunded - total cost is $46) by Friday, January 
15.  Talk to Josh.

Mission Trip - Save the Date :  The Sr. High Youth Group will embark on a mission trip to New Or-
leans June 26-July 2.   We will be working with the Diocese of Louisiana and alongside Episcopal youth 
and adults from Saint Louis,MO; Austin, Texas; Maclean, VA; and New Orleans, LA.    If you are inter-
ested in attending, tell Josh. 

Coat Check Fundraiser —In order to begin raising funds for the 2010 Summer Youth Mission Trip to 
New Orleans, The youth group will be operating an o ptional coat check at the 5pm Christmas Eve Pageant . 
Donations accepted after the pageant.  

Josh has a cell phone.  Program his number into your cell phone:  203.644.0815.  He loves to text, btw. 

Check out our facebook page and become a fan: 
St. Mark!s Episcopal Youth Group, New Canaan, CT

December 2009                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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The Nativities of Matthew & Luke
Wednesday Bible Study 10-11 a.m.    

Our Wednesday morning Bible Study contin-
ues with Bishop Grein leading a study of the 
Nativities of Matthew and Luke during Christ-
mastide and Epiphany.  

Join the group in the Education Center after the 
9:30 Eucharist.  Help yourself to a refreshment 
at the Lion’s Den Coffee House before class.  

Does Parental Overinvolvement Hinder a Child’s Development? 
New Parenting Group Starts Up in January

In early January, Mother Anne will convene a new 
parenting group that will meet weekly and run 
through April.  All interested persons, whether from 
St. Mark’s or the larger community, are invited to 
attend this conversational group either occasionally 
or weekly.

We will use the recently published A Nation of 
Wimps: The High Cost of Invasive Parenting by 
Hara Estroff Marano as a discussion guide. Discus-
sions will cover such topics as perfectionist and anx-
ious  parenting; the effects of academic pressure on kids; over scheduling; 
arrested social development; consequences of cell phone use; self-harm and 
self-mutilation; how to help your child develop a spiritual life;  how to help 
your child learn to play; and much more.

This group will be an informal discussion group, with plenty of give-and-
take, re! ection, and laughter. Come learn how to be a better parent or grand-
parent and help others learn too. Coffee and snacks will be available before-
hand. The book is available now in the Lion’s Den. Let us know if you need 
childcare for this class. 

   Monday mornings 9:15-10:30am in the Library     January 4-April 26

The Rev. Anne Richards is Senior Assistant at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. She 
has worked with children and families for over 20 years in parishes, schools, 
and hospitals. Before coming to St. Mark’s, she was chaplain at Grace Church 
School in NYC, an independent Episcopal school, where she taught Scripture 
to 3rd and 5th graders, and ethics and world literature to 8th graders. 

Meditation Group Returns 
A weekly meditation group meets each 
Thursday at 9:00am in the Library. A new 
evening group is offered on Wednesdays  
from  7:00-8:00pm in the Library. All are 
welcome, including (of course) beginners. 
The session will include a brief instruction/
teaching. Call Mother Anne for details. No 
need to sign up – just come" 

Sit down. Sit still and upright.  Close your eyes 
lightly.  Sit relaxed but alert.  Silently, interiorly 
begin to say a single world.  We recommend the 
prayer-phrase, ‘Maranatha’.  Recite it as four 
syllables of equal length.  Listen to it as you 
say it, gently but continuously.  Do not think 
or imagine anything – spiritual or otherwise.  
If thoughts and images come, these are 
distractions at the time of meditation, so keep 
returning to simply saying the word.  Meditate 
twenty to thirty minutes each morning and 
evening. 

Crisis and Opportunity in a VUCA World
Adult Forum: Sundays at 9-9:45am in Morrill Hall 
During the fall, parishioners and special guest speakers will share their perspectives on the emerging 
new VUCA world- Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, and Ambiguous. Together we, as individuals and as 
a church, will listen, learn, discern, and discuss questions such as:  What is happening in the world?  
What does the future look like?  How will our organizations and institutions evolve?  What do we need to do to prepare?  What 
does the Church have to learn from the world?  What does the Church have to offer the world?  What can we do, as people of 
faith, to make the world a better place?

To learn more about a VUCA world and the opportunity it presents, you may want to read Bob Johansen’s new book: 
Get There Early: Sensing the Future to Compete in the Present.  This book is available in the Lion’s Den. 

Upcoming VUCA Speakers
The Series continues during Epiphany (January 3 -  February 7) Watch for details

December 13:    Dayton Ogden, Former Chair of Spencer Stuart, Executive Search

December 20:    The Reverend Canon, Dr. Charles Robertson, canon to Presiding Bishop, Katharine Jefferts Schori

DVDs of these past presentations are available in the church of! ce, additional presentations will be available soon: 
                                                            Alison Gruseke, Steve Roach, Jeff Fager, Fr. Peter.
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The Right Reverend Richard F. Grein
50th Anniversary of  Ordination to the Priesthood

The Holy Eucharist at St. James Chapel
Cathedral Church of  St. John the Divine

The Feast of  St. Thomas
Monday, December 21, 2009

5:00 p.m.

RSVP to Mother Anne if  you plan to attend.
arichards@stmarksnewcanaan.org

Baptism Dates:

†   Baptism of Our Lord           10:00 a.m

†   Easter Vigil    Saturday April 3, 2010           8:00 p.m.

†   Pentecost                  Sunday,   May 23, 2010         10:00 a.m

†   All Saints’ Day    Sunday,  Nov. 7, 2010           10:00 a.m

At St. Mark’s, we celebrate Baptism on the feast days 
listed above.   For information, please call the church of! ce 
and if you want to schedule a baptism be sure to call several 

of Our Lord    Sunday, Jan.10, 2010       

 Vigil    Saturday April 3, 2010        ay

ost                  Sunday,   May 23, 2010     

ints’ Day    Sunday,  Nov. 7, 2010        

 Mark’s, we celebrate Baptism on the fea
ve.   For information, please call the c
 want to schedule a baptism be sure to

weeks before the desired date. 

May Fair 2010
DONATIONS ARE ALL YEAR LONG!

May Fair White Elephant donations are ongo-
ing during the year. We have set a course with 
the White Elephant to upgrade the quality of 
what we will have to sell at the 2010 sale and 
accordingly are picking up an increasingly 
strong selection of collectibles, ! ne goods and 
furniture. 

Please let your neighbors know that we are ac-
tively doing this if you know they are moving, 
downsizing, remodeling. Just remember that 
all goods need to be sold in ONE DAY"

STORAGE SPACE NEEDED!  
Thank you in advance to the parishioners 
who have come forward with barns, garages, 
basements we could use. If you have space 
PLEASE let us know"

MAY FAIR CHRISTMAS CATALOG  
of FINE GOODS

Fireplace items, antique 
colonial bedwarmer, but-
ter churn and walking 
sticks, classic prints and 
china just to mention a 
few of the ! ne items not 
sold last year.

Contact Peter Daniel: peter.v.daniel@gmail.com

Please call the Church Of! ce (966-4515) for 
any donations, volunteer help, storage loca-
tions or if you need to schedule a pick-up of 
large furniture.

Much appreciated"
The Elves of May Fair

Christmas at the Lion’s Den  
Bring a touch of the monastic Community of 

Jesus on Cape Cod to 
your home, with all nat-
ural, handmade candles 
and bath products, and 
jams, granolas, bread 
mixes and more from the Monastery Kitchen. 
These wonderful, handcrafted gifts will nourish 
body, soul and spirit.

Artisan crèches of all sizes, origins and crafts-
manship - 
porcelain, 

quartz, 
pottery and 

more  - 
crèches 
from all 
over the 
world.

We have an amazing selection of intricate 
hand painted, Austrian egg ornaments.  

Store hours: 
Saturday-Thursday 9-1PM

(closed Fridays) 

Extended Holiday hours on 
Sunday afternoons, 

Dec. 13 & 20
4:30-6 PM

                                                                                                                                                                             7
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Godly Play – Just One of St. Mark’s Best-Kept Secrets

If you think that the chapel and the church are only places that worship takes 
place on Sundays at St. Mark’s, then you haven’t yet talked with Jan Maynes.

Jan is one of St. Mark’s Godly Play leaders. Godly Play is what Jerome Ber-
ryman, its creator, calls his interpretation of Montessori religious education. It 
is an imaginative approach to working with children that has as its underlying 
premise that children already have some experience of the presence of God in 
their lives, and that they need help to understand that and express it in a envi-
ronment of respect and freedom.

St. Mark’s has 3 Godly Play 
groups that meet each Sunday 
during the Sunday School time. 
Each room is a special environ-
ment, carefully prepared by the teacher and designed to be a holy space 
for children to listen respectfully to stories, respond to their meaning and 
power, and pray together. Simple, hand-held props, called “manipula-
tives,” are used to act out the story as it is being told. Some manipulatives 
are simple stick • gures; others are boxes, cloths, and other simple but 
evocative items in neutral colors. Nothing high-tech or fancy.

“When I was trained as a Godly Play leader ten years ago, I thought it would 
never work,” says Jan. “It was way too simple. But quickly I saw that it did 

work, and that the kids responded to the stories from a very deep place inside them. The quiet, calm setting helps the 
children learn how to listen, and the fact that we are not bombarding them with stimulation means that the setting is 
very different from their regular school setting. It’s actually different than any other place in their lives, a place of sim-
plicity and peace.”
So just as the adults in church at what we call “the main service” are becoming still, listening and responding to God in 
prayer, so are our smallest children in Godly Play. They are truly learning how to worship. Thank you to Josh Hill, our 
Director of Children’s and Youth Ministry, and to Godly Play teachers Jan Maynes, Elizabeth Ellsworth, Jill Sautkulis, 
Shelley Eccleston, Kathy McLallen, Carl Gardiner, Margaret Meyerson, Maureen Mayer, Steve Wyckoff, Brenda Ma-
honey, Jennifer Ricciardelli, and Margot Thorsheim. If you are interested in becoming a Godly Play teacher, please talk 
with one of these people or with Josh. (203.966.4515x102 / jhill@stmarksnewcanaan.org)

Typical storytelling manipulatives 
used in Godly Play.

Godly Play teacher Jan Maynes with 
her husband Rich and son Elliott.

December Church School & Pageant Notes:

12/6 & 13:    Godly Play Grades: advent curriculum. 

                     3-6 grade Curriculum is “pageant based.”

12/20:           Christmas Pageant Rehearsal: Sunday, 

  9-11AM (All character parts - meet in the  

  narthex).  Angels, shepherds, animals re-  

  hearse at 10AM

12/23:           Wednesday: 2-3:30pm; All Characters (DRESS  

  REHEARSAL & COSTUMES DISTRIBUTED

12/24:         All children come at 4:15; pageant begins at 5PM
                                                                                

8th Grade Con! rmation Orientation

All 8th graders who completed con• rmation class 
in 7th grade and who wish to continue discerning 
whether or not con• rmation is appropriate at this 
time, should plan to attend—with a parent—the ini-
tial orientation meeting: 
   Sunday February 21st 11:30 am in the library.   

Any 8th grader who wishes to wait, Con• rmation 
will be an option in the Junior or Senior year of high 
school.  To learn more, contact Josh:
   203.966.4515x104 / jhill@stmarksnewcanaan.org
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Dear Friends of St. Mark’s Nursery School,

Christmas is the season for kindling the • re of hospitality in the hall, the genial • ame of 
charity in the heart.  

          ~Washington Irving
Our doors are open and the halls are buzzing here at St. Mark’s Nursery School! 

We invite you to join us for our annual Open House for families interested in a 3’s or 4’s pre-school pro-
gram for their child(ren). It will be held at the school 
on Tuesday, January 12, 2010 from 7:30–9:00 p.m. It is 
a wonderful opportunity to meet our teachers, visit the 
classrooms and discover the unique philosophy of the 
school. Refreshments will be served. 

Our second invitation to the community is to join us for 
our next Tea Time on Tuesday, January 19, from 9:15-
11:00 a.m. in the church library. Mark this date for it is 
my very own presentation of “Mrs. Palmesi’s Rules.” It 
is a humorous discussion of bottom line basics for the 
“growing up and holding down of young children.” Some 
highlights include: Don’t Ask, Front Load, Turn It Off 
and Choose the Choices. Also, please note the remaining 
Tea Times for the school year will be held on the follow-
ing Tuesdays: February 9, March 16 and April 20.

Here at SMNS, we look to the holiday season as a time to 
discuss and celebrate family and friends, and give thanks. A few days prior to the Thanksgiving holiday, all 40 
SMNS students hand-delivered a variety of children’s snacks to New Canaan’s Food Pantry. Among shelves 
piled high with groceries for the needy, the Food Pantry volunteers had very wise and thoughtful words for 
our young children in recognizing their donation and what it means to give thanks. The Food Pantry is located 
in the undercroft and was established in 2003 to collect and distribute food to needy families in New Canaan.

The months of November and December are chock-full of learning opportunities about holiday traditions 
(making pumpkin corn bread, decorating a classroom Christmas tree, creating a St. Nicholas Boot) and the 
unique qualities of the winter season (cutting snow" akes, painting with ice cubes, how to dress in winter). We 
conclude our holiday celebration with the annual Sing-A-Long on the last day of school, Thursday, Decem-
ber 17 from 11:00-11:30 a.m. in Morrill Hall. All Moms, Dads, grandparents, nannies and special friends of 
current SMNS students are invited to share in this special performance!

We wish you a very merry Christmas and happy New Year!

Helen S. Palmesi, Director of SMNS
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SMNS Director Helen Palmesi and children on a 
• eld trip to the NC Food Pantry. 

Transportation Ministry
St. Elizabeth’s Guild is organizing a Transportation Min-
istry for rides between the New Canaan Inn and the 10:00 
a.m. Sunday service for a 9:40 a.m. pickup and return after 
the Coffee Hour at 11:30 a.m.  If you are interested in being 
a driver once a month or less, contact Carlyn Tiefenthaler 
at carltief@sbcglobal.net or 966-5794 ASAP.

Small Vases Needed
St. Elizabeth’s Guild delivers altar " ow-
ers to the sick and homebound during 
the week. We need small vases or small 
glass bottles for these " owers on an ongoing basis. If you 
have any to give away, please bring them to the parish 
of# ce.

St. Elizabeth’s Guild Expands Pastoral Care Ministry

New guild members are always welcome. Contact Mother Anne to learn more about this multi-faceted ministry.  
203.966.4515 x102 / arichards@stmarksnewcanaan.org
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Nominating Committee Work Begins

The Nominating Committee has begun its annual task of 
of assembling names of candidates to run for the Vestry 
and Substitute Delegates to the Diocesan Convention / 
Mid-Fair• eld Deanery. The parishioners selected to run for 
these positions will be presented for election to the parish 
at the Annual Meeting at the end of January, 2010. The con-
gregation is invited to submit names of potential candidates 
to Nominating Committee members. The current Nominat-
ing Committee members are: 

McKelden Smith, Chair  David Kalal
Jonathan Bitting  Kerry Robinson
Breeze Hobbs  Carlyn Tiefenthaler

This year we will be electing:
   2  Wardens, Treasurer and Clerk (selected by the Rector) 
   4  Members to the Vestry (from 8 names selected by the   
              Nominating Committee
   2  Parishioners to serve as Substitute Delegates to the 
              Diocesan Convention/Mid-Fair• eld Deanery 
              (selected by the Nominating Committee) 
   3  Members of the Nominating Committee 
 (from 6 names selected by the Vestry)

The names of • nal candidates for all the positions 
mentioned will be announced to the parish in January.

New Canaan CaTS: Career Transition Support

Looking for a job?  It can be challenging, especially in the 
current environment. The CaTS (Career Transition Support) 
team has helped shorten the search time for participants for 
20 years.  Professional speakers provide tips and network-
ing time the • rst and third Thursdays of each month. 

What Are Your Toughest Job Search 
Challenges?    

           Thursday, December 17  from 7 - 9p.m.
               First Presbyterian Church of NC

A distinguished panel of job transition experts will assem-
ble to pose to you the timeless question  Mac Walker, Jim 
Lisher, Mercer Field and Jim Riehl--  all esteemed mem-
bers of the CaTS team-- will • eld any question you may 
have regarding transition and how to do it successfully. So 
grab a pad or your PC and put together a list of your ques-
tions for this entertaining and informative workshop! 
Also, join the CaTS team afterward for some holiday cheer--  
snacks, wine and soft drinks--as we re" ect on the challenges 
of 2009 and look ahead to a more prosperous 2010!

 www.newcanaancats.org

Christmas Doves 

Each year, St. Mark’s joins with 18 other churches, to participate 
in Person-to-Person’s Christmas Dove Program offering the gift 
of food to 851 people (61 more this year than last).  Through this 
program, participants respond to the needs of families and seniors 
in our community who might otherwise go without this Holiday 
Season.  Parishioners wishing to participate, need only select a 
White or Green Dove, follow directions printed on it and bring 
joy into another home this season.  

White Dove: Fill a box with food and love for Christ-
mas Day. All necessary food items and directions are on 
the reverse side of the Dove. A $15.00 contribution is 
required so Person-to-Person can purchase a supermar-
ket gift card for each family to buy their own choice of 
meat.  Complete the back of the dove with your name, 
address & telephone number and return it (along with 
the $15.00) to St. Mark’s. 

Green Dove: A • nancial contribution to Person-to-Per-
son’s Scholarship or Emergency Assistance Fund. Schol-
arship will enable eager students to continue their educa-
tion. Emergency Assistance Fund will help someone with 
a fuel bill, rent or a medical bill not covered by Medicaid.  
Please mail your • nancial contribution directly to Person-
to-Person.  

5th and 6th grade church school children will be distributing the 
Doves after church on Sundays  They may also be reserved by 
phone/email by contacting the church of• ce.  (203.966.4515 / 
rmorrill@stmarksnewcanaan.org) or Rachel Ranieri (ranieri1@
optonline.net)

Return your • lled, closed, wrapped box to the church house par-
lor and foyer the week of December 13-19.  They must be here 
by Saturday December 20 for a timely delivery. 

Christmas Doves - gifts of food - in the church 
house foyer.  
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Weekly Service Times
8:00 a.m.          Rite I Holy Eucharist

     5:00 p.m.        Evening Holy Eucharist II 

10:00 a.m.          Rite II Choral Holy Eucharist   Sunday

      9:30 a.m.           Holy Eucharist II with HealingWednesday

The
Lion ’s
Roar

      9:10 a.m.           Morning Prayer   Tuesday

                        Printed on recycled paper.

Friday, Dec. 11            8:00 PM Messiah & Reception

Sunday, Dec. 20          3:00 PM Advent Lessons & Carols

Thursday, Dec. 24       5:00 PM Eucharist with Pageant
       6:00 PM Carillon Serenade
       6:30 PM Caroling at God’s Acre
       9:30 PM Music of Christmas 
                10:00 PM Christmas Eve Eucharist

Friday, Dec. 25           10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
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