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Welcome

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church welcomes � e Right Reverend James E.  Curry, Bish-
op Su� ragan of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut.  We also welcome candi-
dates and guests from St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Wilton, CT; Christ & 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Westport, CT;  Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
in Weston, CT; and Grace & St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Hamden, CT.   We 
are privileged to rejoice with you on this holy occasion.  Please join us for a festive 
reception afterwards under the arcade outside the church.

About Confirmation 

By the Sacrament of Holy Baptism we are made full members of the Body of 
Christ.  We are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own 
forever.  � is service of Con� rmation, Reception, and  Rea�  rmation is a commu-
nal and individual celebration of and commitment to the responsibilities of Holy 
Baptism.  � ose who will be Received have already been con� rmed in the apostolic 
tradition (Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox) and are now choosing to become 
members of the Episcopal Church.  Typically, those who Rea�  rm their baptismal 
vows may or may not be con� rmed or members of the Episcopal Church, but they 
wish to make their faith commitment public and to receive the prayers and support 
of the community.  � ose who will be Con� rmed will receive the apostolic blessing 
through the ritual laying on of hands by a bishop.  

Candidates for Con� rmation, Reception, and Rea�  rmation are presented by 
sponsoring clergy and asked to rea�  rm their renunciation of evil and to renew 
their commitment to Jesus Christ.  � e witnessing community also rea�  rms its 
vow to support the candidates in their life in Christ.   It is in the context of this 
community of believers that the Christian life and commitment � nds its deepest 
and fullest expression. 

Thank You

We are grateful to all parents, teachers and mentors - laity and clergy alike - who pre-
pared today’s candidates for Con� rmation, Reception,  and Rea�  rmation. 

Please silence your electronic devices. 



Confirmation
Reception and Reaffirmation

Entrance Hymn 400                  “All creatures of our God and King”                          Lasst uns erfreuen      
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The Opening Acclamation

Bishop Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.  

Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit;

People  There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Bishop  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People  One God and Father of  all.

Bishop The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Bishop Let us pray.

Grant, Almighty God, that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of  sin by our baptism 

into the death and resurrection of  your Son Jesus Christ, may be renewed in your Holy Spirit, 

and live in righteousness and true holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson                                             Isaiah 61:1-9

The spirit of  the Lord God is upon me,

   because the Lord has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the 

 oppressed,

   to bind up the broken-hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

   and release to the prisoners;

to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favour,

   and the day of  vengeance of  our God;

   to comfort all who mourn;

to provide for those who mourn in Zion—

   to give them a garland instead of  ashes,

the oil of  gladness instead of  mourning,

   the mantle of  praise instead of  a faint spirit.

They will be called oaks of  righteousness,

   the planting of  the Lord, to display his glory.

They shall build up the ancient ruins,

   they shall raise up the former devastations;

they shall repair the ruined cities,

   the devastations of  many generations.

 The Word of  the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Strangers shall stand and feed your fl ocks,

foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines;

but you shall be called priests of  the Lord,

   you shall be named ministers of  our God; you 

shall enjoy the wealth of  the nations,

   and in their riches you shall glory.

Because their shame was double,

   and dishonour was proclaimed as their lot,

therefore they shall possess a double portion;

   everlasting joy shall be theirs.

For I the Lord love justice,

   I hate robbery and wrongdoing;

I will faithfully give them their recompense,

   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.

Their descendants shall be known among 

 the nations,

   and their offspring among the peoples;

all who see them shall acknowledge

   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.



The Psalm                                                             Psalm 139:1-9

LORD, you have searched me out and known me; 

  you know my sitting down and my 

  rising up;

  you discern my thoughts from afar.

 You trace my journeys and my resting 

  places 

  and are acquainted with all my ways.

 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.

 You press upon me behind and before 

  and lay your hand upon me.

 

The Second Lesson                                        Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of  God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifi ce, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of  your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of  God—what 

is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of  yourself  more highly than you 

ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of  faith that God has as-

signed. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so 

we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of  another. We have gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the 

teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compas-

sionate, in cheerfulness. 

 The Word of  the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

The Gospel                                                        John 14:11-21
 

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if  you do not, then believe me 

because of  the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works 

that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever 

you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorifi ed in the Son. If  in my name you ask me for anything, 

I will do it.

If  you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of  truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

Where can I go then from your Spirit? 

where can I fl ee from your presence?

If  I climb up to heaven, you are there; 

if  I make the grave my bed, you are there also.

If  I take the wings of  the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of  the sea,

Even there your hand will lead me 

and your right hand hold me fast.

over
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The Gospel (continued)

I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 

will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 

me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 

love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself  to them.”

Gospeler The Gospel of  the Lord.

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon                        The Right Reverend James E. Curry

Hymn 490                          “I want to walk”                                                         Houston



Presentation and Examination 

of the Candidates

Bishop   The Candidates will now be presented.
Candidates will stand.

Presenters   We present these Candidates for Confi rmation, Reception, and Reaffi rmation.   

Bishop   Do you reaffi rm your renunciation of  evil?

Candidates I do.

Bishop  Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

Candidates I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying

  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons 

   in their life in Christ?

People   We will.
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The Bishop says

  Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own   

  baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant

Bishop  Do you believe in God the Father?

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

                 creator of  heaven and earth.

Bishop  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God?
People    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of  the 
 Holy Spirit and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, died, and
   was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
  of  the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the  dead. 

Bishop    Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of  saints, 

     the forgiveness of  sins, 

      the resurrection of  the body, 

    and the life everlasting.

Bishop  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 

 of  bread, and in the prayers?

People  I will, with God’s help.

Bishop  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

 return to the Lord?

People  I will, with God’s help.

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in Christ?

People I will, with God’s help.

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?

People       I will, with God’s help.

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 

 of  every human being?

People I will, with God’s help.
  



Prayers for the Candidates

The Bishop says

 Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment 

 to Christ.

A period of  silent prayer follows.

The person appointed lead the following petitions

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.

People      Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Open their hearts to your grace and truth.

People   Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader     Keep them in the faith and communion of  your holy Church.

People      Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader     Teach them to love others in the power of  the Spirit.

People       Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Send them into the world in witness to your love.

People   Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Bring them to the fullness of  your peace and glory.

People    Lord, hear our prayer.

Then the Bishop says

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of  your Son Jesus Christ you have over-

come sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of  your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your 

service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth 

in the power of  that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The candidates come forward individually.

For Confirmation

Note: Midway through the service, Hymn 348 will be sung (see page 10)

The Bishop lays hands upon each confi rmand

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; and 

sustain him all the days of  his life. Amen.

The Confirmations, Receptions, and Reaffirmations
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FOR RECEPTION

N., we recognize you as a member of  the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the 

fellowship of  this Communion.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you.  Amen.

FOR REAFFIRMATION

N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in the service of  Christ 

and his kingdom.  Amen.

The Bishop concludes with this prayer

Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever 

be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of  your Word, that they may serve you in 

this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bishop The peace of  the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

The Peace is then exchanged.

Hymn 348                    “Lord, we have come at your own invitation”                          O quanta qualia                                                   
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Announcements                      The Reverend  Anne F. C. Richards

Offertory Anthem                           “O sing joyfully”                                                            Batten

The Doxology           Old Hundreth
The people stand.

   Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;               Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

   Praise him, all creatures here below;                         Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.    

The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving

The people remain standing. The Bishop says

                  The Lord be with you.

People               And also with you.

Celebrant         Lift up your hearts.

The Bishop proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Cre-

ator of  heaven and earth.

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of  your 

kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name:

The Sanctus, S125 The Hymnal                      Proulx

People         We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People        It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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The people kneel, then the Bishop continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infi nite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 

human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself  in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifi ce 

for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of  me.”

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 

of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith:

Bishop and People

 Christ has died. Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

The Bishop continues

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifi ce of  praise and thanksgiving. Recall-

ing his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy food and drink 

of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 

unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   

Bishop and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory,

   for ever and ever. Amen. 



The Breaking of the Bread

Bishop Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrifi ced for us;

People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.

Bishop The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. 

Anthem         “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”                  Friedell                 

Communion Hymns                           178, 304, 335, 463

After Communion, the Bishop says

 Let us pray.

Bishop and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as 

 living members

of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood.

The Pontifical Blessing
 Our help is in the Name of  the Lord;

People  The maker of  heaven and earth.

Bishop  Blessed be the Name of  the Lord;

People  From this time forth for evermore.

Bishop  The blessing, mercy, and grace of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you,  

 and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of  the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia.

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.

Hymn 460            “Alleluia! sing to Jesus!                       Hyfrodol

Postlude                          Toccata                           Georgi Mushel

Immediately following the retiring procession, all those confi rmed, received, and reaffi rmed 

will gather at the altar for a group photo with the Bishop.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of  heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

- 13 -



- 14 -

A reception follows in Morrill Hall. All are welcome. 

Candidates for
Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation

Christ & Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church

 Westport, CT

   For Confirmation
Sydney Anastasia Andrews

Olivia Claire Blevins

Lynna Ashley Bray

Bailey Elizabeth Claffey

Nicolaas Alexandre Esposito

Daniel Robinson Ewert

Elisabeth Day French

Harrison Parkhurst Graham

Caroline Wyatt McKechnie

Anabelle Lisi Porio

William David Prangley

Samuel Johnson Scott

Robert Stephen Stokes

Donald Griffi n Long Thrush

Christopher North Woods         
   For Reception     
David Edwin Fisher  

   For Reaffirmation
Catherine Elaine Rogers Stokes

   Sponsoring Clergy 
The Reverend John H. Branson, Rector

      The Rev. Kerith Harding, Assistant Rector

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Weston, CT

   For Confirmation
Henry Pierce Albright

Brian William Anderson

Rommell Cartwright, II

Kris Dammen-Brower

Christopher Eaton Hamilton

Emily Louise Faller

Clementine Alice Elizabeth Fellowes  

Grace Juneau     

Amy Judith Lautenslager    

Julio Rafael Rodriguez III    

Julia Laine Rogers     

Joseph Paul Stack     

James Edward Stebbins    

Hugo James Sykes      

James Michael Billopp Willis

   Sponsoring Clergy
" e Rev. Robert Ho# man, Interim Rector

Grace & St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Hamden, CT

         For Confirmation

      Kelsea Elizabeth Wildman      

      Brooke Elizabeth Mommsen                            

      Chloe Rose Kaye

   Sponsoring Clergy 
     The Rev. Amanda Katherine Gott, Rector

St. Matthew's Episcopal Church 
Wilton, CT

    For Confirmation
John Campbell DeAngelis

Gerrit Planten Gaillard

Samuel Alexander Jacobson

John Maynard Kaelin

Austin Burke Liptrot

Madeleine Sophie Olson 

Osgood Endicott Perry II 

Connor Timothy Peterson

Joseph Michael Raimondi

Samuel Lord Schmitt 

Simon Lee Stone

Sponsoring Clergy
The Rev. Mary Grace Williams, Rector

The Rev. Richard E. Mayberry, Associate Rector

 



  For Confirmation

Avery Katherine Bachman

Anne Brainard

Tim Broughton

Morgan Brittany Campbell

Antoinette Cuoco

Kristin Addison Davis

Deborah Montgomery Dodds

Aidan Henry Donovan

Alexander Ellsworth

Nathaniel  Deat Engelsen

Elizabeth Conger Growney

Nina Haviland Haines

Ross Hurlock (will be confi rmed June 11th)

William Wilder Landis IV

Sarah Winslow Lovejoy

Katherine Broker Means

Christian Arman Megherby

Abigail Morley

Anna Baker Newman

Bennett Woodruff  Newman

Sara Norton

Amy Elizabeth Orser

Olivia Park

William Weber Reid

Clifford Stephens Ressel

Alexandra Rocco

Vladislavis Richard Sautkulis

Charlotte Anne Schmidt

Olivia Edwin Silverman

Margot Waters Tucker

Elisa Julianna Ahrend Vincent 

   For Reception

Melissa Elizabeth Houser Engelsen 

Angela Margaret Little

   For Reaffirmation

Virginia Jamison Sisson

Sponsoring Clergy

The Rev. Peter F. Walsh, Rector

The Rev. Anne F. C. Richards, Sr. Assistant

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
New Canaan, CT

Candidates for

Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation

(continued)

†

We thank the following people who prepared the altar and fl owers for this morning’s service.

Altar Guild 
Judy Webb, Deb Dodds, Ellen Dunn, Mimi Haik, Ann Rae, Laura Watt

Flower Guild

Carol Bayne (Captain), Lila Coleman, Sarah deMenocal, Brooke DiCapua, Joan Feick, 

 Kristen Grzymski, Laura Parker, Jennifer Pivirotto, Elizabeth Taylor
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Presiding
� e Right Reverend James E. Curry

Bishop Su� ragan of Connecticut

Assisting
� e Reverend Anne F. C. Richards                                  

           Senior Assistant, St. Mark’s       

Master of Ceremonies
Joshua A. Hill

Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries, St. Mark’s
     

          Organist and Choirmaster                                     Music
                              Brian-Paul � omas              � e Saint Mark’s Parish Choir

Ministers of Communion
                 � e Rt. Rev. James E. Curry        � e Rev. Anne F. C. Richards      � e Rev. John H. Branson

        Chalice Bearers
         � e Rev. Amanda K. Gott           � e Rev. Kerith Harding             � e Rev. Robert Ho� man 
         � e Rev. Mary Grace Williams    � e Rev. Richard E. Mayberry     Joshua A. Hill

Lectors
Christian Megherby         Sarah Lovejoy        Steve Ressel

Intercessor
                           Mary M. Via
                                                  Seminarian, St. Mark’s
                         

St. Mark’s Acolytes
David Luchs (Crucifer and Chaplain to the Bishop)

 Julia DeNey     Nathalie DeNey     Cameron Haines     Evelyn Luchs       Katherine Sautkulis   
           

St. Mark’s Ushers
               Jonathan Bitting     Lynn Donahue     Jill Ernst          Jim Lisher
                                    Rick Pivirotto          Eric � unem       Stan Twardy    Steve Wycko� 

  Reception Coordinator     Greeters
            Jennifer Donovan         Charlein and Richard Megherby

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
111 Oenoke Ridge
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203.966.4515   www.stmarksnewcanaan.org
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